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Latinos 5 times as likely to fail at Cabrillo schools
BOARD SAYS IT 

WILL FOCUS ON 
EQUITY, DATA

By Sarah Wright

During the 2019-20 school 
year, Latino students at Half 
Moon Bay High School were 
more than four times as like-
ly to receive grades of D and 

F as their white counterparts. 
By the 2020-21 school year, it 
was 4.5 times as likely. 

The disparities are even 
larger at Cunha Intermedi-
ate School, where Latino stu-
dents were nearly six times as 
likely to receive a failing grade 
in 2019-20. The likelihood of 
Cunha students receiving 
failing grades dropped slight-
ly during the pandemic. 

It’s a trend not unique to 

Cabrillo, or even to Califor-
nia. And it’s nothing new, 
either. A National Center 
for Education Statistics re-
port from 1995 identifies so-
cioeconomic disadvantages, 
parental education and lan-
guage barriers that contrib-
ute to lower success rates for 
Latino students nationwide.

At Cabrillo, where more 
than half of students are La-
tino, the district is work-

ing to close its achievement 
gaps with a renewed com-
mitment to equity and to us-
ing data to inform future ed-
ucation strategies. At next 
month’s board meeting, the 
district will consider adopt-
ing a new equity statement 
that acknowledges the dis-
advantages faced by Latino 
students and others, includ-

See SCHOOLSa6A
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PG&E says it has tweaked preventative measures designed to limit wildfires caused by the power company’s equipment. 
One result has been more frequent outages on the South Coast.

Coastside residents in dark 
about recent outages

THIRD 
SHUTOFF THIS 

MONTH SPARKS 
CONCERN
By Sarah Wright

The South Coast was hit 
with more power outages 
this weekend, affecting near-
ly 3,000 residents who were 
without power from midday 

Saturday to late afternoon on 
Sunday. PG&E spokeswom-
an Mayra Tostado wrote in an 
email to the Review that the 
outage was a result of new 
fire prevention technology 
that knocks out power imme-
diately when an object hits a 
power line to prevent sparks 
that could cause a wildfire. 
No damage or hazards were 
found as a result of the latest 
outage on the coast, Tostado 
wrote.

For Coastside residents, 

who got no warning they 
would be out of power for 
the next 28 hours, the week-
end felt like a new trend. 
The same group of residents 
from Miramontes Point 
Road in Half Moon Bay all 
the way south to the county 
line have lost power three out 
of the last four weekends this 
month. 

San Gregorio resident Am-
ber Stariha said she and her 
neighbors have struggled 
each weekend without pow-

er, and usually no cell or in-
ternet connection either. For 
residents who have wells and 
no backup generators, power 
outages can also knock out 
their water pumps, Stariha 
said. She’s also beginning to 
be suspicious of the timing, 
as all three recent outages 
have occurred on weekends, 
with no inclement weather, 
which doesn’t feel to her like 
a coincidence.

Comcast: Improving Coastside 
service ‘insurmountable’ from north

INTERNET 
PROVIDER CITES 

NATIONAL 
SECURITY, 
PERMITS

By Sarah Wright and  
August Howell

After examining ways to 
improve internet service to 
the Coastside for more than 
a year, Comcast said it has hit 
a wall. It says it can’t run ad-

ditional fiber optic cable from 
Pacficia through Half Moon 
Bay and the surrounding 
coastal areas. 

The challenges Comcast 
faces come from both the 
physical terrain around the 
Coastside and regulations 
from land management 
agencies, said Comcast Se-
nior Director of Communi-
cations Joan Hammel. The 
findings by Comcast, which 
were determined with other 
stakeholders and operators, 
including Caltrans, essential-
ly end current efforts to add a 

redundant fiber optic cable to 
the Coastside. 

Local advocates refer to the 
project as “closing the loop” 
by ensuring the Coastside 
gets internet access from two 
sides instead of just one. Un-
like its connection with other 
Bay Area cities, Comcast has 
just one connection to the 
entire Coastside. That is a fi-
ber optic cable that starts at 
the company’s central hub in 
San Mateo, then runs south 
to a local hub in La Honda 
before turning north along 
Highway 1. 

Hammel explained that a 
fiber optic cable going south 
from Pacifica would involve 
permitting through sever-
al key, environmentally sen-
sitive areas, including the 
Montara State Marine Sanc-
tuary and the Crystal Springs 
Reservoir. Running a cable 
through the Devil’s Slide tun-
nel was initially considered 
an option but was ruled out 
because of national security 
concerns within the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Secu-

See POWERa6A

See COMCASTa6A

Council sets 
sights on new 

deal with Sheriff
CITY MUST 

SEND LETTER 
BY SEPT. 30
By August Howell

The Half Moon Bay City 
Council on Tuesday evening 
decided how to structure 
and extend its contract with 
the San Mateo County Sher-
iff’s Office. 

The decision to move the 
item to a council meeting, 
which occurred after the Re-
view’s print deadline, comes 
as discussions about pub-
lic safety and mental health 
have remained a priority for 
the city’s leadership. At last 
week’s Public Safety Sub-
committee meeting, Vice 
Mayor Debbie Ruddock and 
Chairman Joaquin Jimenez 
both opted not to make a 
full recommendation to the 
council, instead voting to 
bring the discussion to the 
next council meeting in the 
hopes that this would allow 

for a more detailed staff re-
port with all options on the 
table and provide more time 
for public comment.

Based on study sessions 
and efforts by the city, the 
council appeared likely to 
request additional servic-
es from the Sheriff’s Office 
that include increased com-
munity policing, deputy 
training and mental health 
services for the next three 
years. But it’s still unclear 
how the city can enforce its 
desired policies and how an 
upcoming community re-
sponder pilot program will 
mesh with Sheriff’s depu-
ties on the coast. 

“We want to work with 
our deputies, but we want to 
make sure that Sheriff Car-
los Bolanos understands 
that we need to have bet-
ter-trained deputies in our 
street to address the needs 
of our streets,” Jimenez said 
at the Sept. 15 subcommit-
tee meeting. “He needs to 

Census Bureau 
reveals 

redistricting data
HMB, PACIFICA 

REFLECT 
TRENDS IN 
DIVERSITY
By August Howell

The U.S. Census Bureau 
last week published refor-
matted data that will be crit-
ical to the Coastside’s redis-
tricting efforts.

The latest batch, known as 
the 2020 Census Redistrict-
ing Data Summary File, pro-
vides demographic, housing, 
and population statistics at 
the block level, the smallest 
measuring unit the census 
provides. An earlier version 
of the data released in August 

did not have city-level data 
available. 

According to the 2020 Cen-
sus, Half Moon Bay’s total 
population as of April 2020 
was 11,795, a slight increase 
from 11,324 in 2010. Dur-
ing that time, the city’s Lati-
no community shrank from 
3,563 in 2010 to 3,504. Lati-
nos made up 29 percent of 
Half Moon Bay’s population 
in 2020, compared to 31 per-
cent in 2010. The number 
of people who identified as 
Asian-only grew from 490 to 
726 in the last 10 years. 

Half Moon Bay’s popula-
tion also grew more diverse. 
In 2010, 10,942 people iden-
tified themselves by one race. 

See SHERIFFa6A

See CENSUSa6A


