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NEITHER PANDEMIC NOR 
DROUGHT CAN
STOP LOCAL HARVESTPUMPKINS tough it out

 

County mask mandate to stay, for now
BAY AREA 

COUNTIES 
MAKE A PLAN

By Sarah Wright

Local health officials 
agreed on new criteria for 
indoor masking, but San 
Mateo County will not lift its 
mask mandate yet. 

The new rules, released 

by health officers from nine 
Bay Area counties and cit-
ies in a statement on Thurs-
day, allow each jurisdiction 
to independently lift its in-
door mask mandate when it 
meets a set of three criteria. 

The first requirement is 
that the county’s COVID-19 
transmission level must fall 
to “moderate,” meaning its 
case and positive test rate 
must drop from current lev-
els and stay down for at least 

three weeks. The health offi-
cers also require that 80 per-
cent of all residents are ful-
ly vaccinated and that local 
hospitalizations remain low. 

San Mateo County does 
not currently meet the first 
standard, as transmission 
in the county remains “sub-
stantial,” according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
County data released last 
week shows that 82 percent 

of all residents — including 
kids who aren’t currently eli-
gible for a shot — are vacci-
nated. Local hospital capac-
ity appears stable at around 
a dozen COVID-19 patients 
on any given day, but that 
metric will ultimately be 
judged by Health Officer 
Scott Morrow, the statement 
reads. 

The indoor mask man-
date could also be lifted eight 
weeks after a COVID-19 

Boosters now available
t San Mateo County has begun offering booster shots at the 
San Mateo Event Center for residents who received the Pfizer 
vaccine six or more months ago and meet new recommenda-
tions for an extra dose. Those who qualify include people 65 
and older, anyone living in a long-term care facility and young-
er people who have underlying medical conditions. Those who 
work in high-risk settings are also recommended for the booster 
shot. Visit www.smchealth.org/vaccine-clinic-calendar for clinic 
times and more information.

School districts 
consider housing

on Coastside
PACIFICA 

DISTRICTS 
MOVE AHEAD

By Sarah Wright

The local high school dis-
trict expects to open 122 units 
of affordable housing in Daly 
City for its staff as early as the 
spring of 2022. The Jeffer-
son Union High School Dis-
trict funded the $75.5 million 
housing, which will be avail-
able for any current district 

staff, through one voter-ap-
proved bond and by borrow-
ing money through a certifi-
cate of participation, Director 
of Communication and Staff 
Housing Austin Worden 
said. 

Located at 699 Serramonte 
Blvd. in Daly City, the hous-
ing is intended to be a cost-
neutral program, Worden 
said. The goal is to keep rent 
at half of the current local av-
erage and fund the site’s op-
erating costs while allowing 

See HOUSINGa6A
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Coastsider Rick Bulan wears a bike patrol shirt that may be-
come ubiquitous on the Half Moon Bay portion of the Coastal 
Trail.

City peddles new 
bike patrol 

volunteer program
GROUP TO 

COVER FROM 
KELLY TO 
POPLAR

By August Howell

The Coastal Trail is one of 
the Coastside’s busiest public 
spaces, a free stretch of land 
with ocean views and scenic 
features. Now, a volunteer 
group is partnering with the 
city of Half Moon Bay to pro-

mote safety and provide ser-
vices on the trail, from ad-
dressing problems, reporting 
incidents, applying first aid 
and even patching a flat tire. 

The program is under the 

Shift gears
t To learn more about the 
upcoming volunteer bike 
patrol program and to sign 
up, visit coastaltrailbikepa-
trol.org

See BIKESa6A
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Jeff Uhlmeyer reacts after his pumpkin tipped the scales at 2,191 pounds — enough to win Monday’s World Championship 
Pumpkin Weigh-Off in downtown Half Moon Bay.

First-time winner tips scales
WASHINGTON 
GROWER WINS 

$19,719
By Sarah Wright

A cold and blustery morn-
ing brought out hundreds to 
watch the annual Half Moon 
Bay Championship Pump-
kin Weigh-Off, crowning 
Jeff Uhlmeyer, of Olympia, 
Wash., with the big prize. 

Uhlmeyer’s giant gourd 
weighed in at 2,191 pounds, 
a personal record for the 

pumpkin grower, who said 
he went back to the basics 
this year. Uhlmeyer said he 
grew three pumpkins this 

year for a cumulative total of 
5,500 pounds of gourds. He 
planted this year’s winner in 
mid-April. 

In its 48th year, the Half 
Moon Bay World Champi-
onship Pumpkin Weigh-Off 
went off without a hitch on 
Monday, with growers min-
gling on Johnston Street all 
morning, awaiting their turn 
at the scale as crowds of vis-
itors and locals watched the 
numbers tick up with each 
new pumpkin. The COV-
ID-19 pandemic prompt-
ed the Half Moon Bay City 
Council to cancel this year’s 

Half Moon Bay Art and 
Pumpkin Festival for the sec-
ond year in a row, but the 
weigh-off went on, returning 
to the I.D.E.S. grounds on 
Main Street after last year’s 
invite-only competition at 
Long Branch Farms. 

By noon, just one pump-
kin was left to weigh, af-
ter Uhlmeyer’s behemoth 
had tipped the scale at over 
one ton. The dance of fork-
lifts left the crowd hushed as 
John Hawkley, the final com-
petitor to weigh in, took the 

Much more  
inside
t See photos from the re-
turn of the weigh-off to the 
I.D.E.S. grounds, Page 1B
t Former mayor remembers 
how it all started, Page 4B
t  There is more to judg-
ing than simply reading the 
scale, Page 4B

See PUMPKINa6A

Council builds on electrification ordinance
CITY CONSIDERS 
GREENHOUSES, 
COMMERCIAL 

KITCHENS
By August Howell

The city of Half Moon Bay 
last week took steps to dial in 
its electrification ordinance 
that would require gas appli-
ances to be replaced by elec-

tric alternatives in existing 
buildings and restrict gas 
lines in new development. 

At a study session on Oct. 
5, the council deliberated the 
nuances of the ordinance, 
such as when residential 
and commercial buildings 
would be required to replace 
gas appliances. The ordi-
nance is still being drafted 
and there has been no vote. 
But if it passes, all new com-
mercial and residential build-
ings would have to be electric 

starting Jan. 1, 2022, and all 
existing structures must re-
place a gas appliance with an 
electric alternative by Jan. 1, 
2045, when gas lines would 
be capped. The city says it will 
consider some exemptions to 
the law if it’s deemed techni-
cally or physically infeasible 
to meet the requirements, 
but it won’t consider cost as a 
factor. The City Council is ex-
pected to have its first of two 
readings on Nov. 16. 

Under the ordinance, any 

home or business owner do-
ing a “major remodel,” de-
fined as renovating more 
than 500 or 750 square feet, 
would have to electrify the 
whole house. Minor remod-
els in existing residential 
would need to prewire the 
whole room. It would not ap-
ply to public schools.

The current draft exempts 
the city’s greenhouses from 
phasing out gas until 2030. 

See ELECTRICITYa6A


