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[ public health ]

As vaccine rates stall, county taps partners
NO BOOSTER
SHOT IS
RECOMMENDED
FOR NOW
By Sarah Wright

On April 6, at the peak of
demand, nearly 14,000 San
Mateo County residents got

a shot in the arm to protect
them against the worst effects of COVID-19. But today,
as cases start to pick up to an
average of 41 per day with a
dozen people currently hospitalized, vaccinations have
stalled. Fewer than 1,000 residents are now getting a shot
each day.
Part of the reason is that
most county residents are already inoculated against CO-

VID-19. The county reports
nearly 90 percent of residents over the age of 12 are
already vaccinated. That was
the county’s original vaccination goal, but with the highly transmissible Delta variant
spreading rapidly, it hasn’t
been enough to prevent the
recent rise in cases and hospitalizations. Reaching those
who remain, and who are
particularly vulnerable to the

disease, is the county’s main
focus, County Health Deputy
Chief Srija Srinivasan said at
last week’s Board of Supervisors meeting.
“This is a really important
period,” Srinivasan said. “...
The absolute best strategy
and the highest priority in
these weeks is to reach people with vaccination. Hands
down, that is our focus, that
is what we’re striving to dou-

ble down on in any way possible across the community
to make sure people are able
to be vaccinated to protect
themselves and everybody.”
With clinics operating
regularly and on-demand
countywide, leaders from the
county’s Office of Community Affairs are turning to community partners to get information and shots out to those
who need it.

[ south coast ]

County leaders wrote in
an email to the Review that
current vaccine outreach efforts are targeted toward
priority areas, like those reporting lower-than-average
vaccine rates or high positivity rates for the disease. On
the Coastside, the county is
partnering with groups like
Ayudando Latinos a Soñar,
See VACCINEa6A

[ san mateo county ]

Masks now
required at all
county facilities
COUNTY URGES
EVERYONE TO
WEAR MASKS
INDOORS
From staff reports

San Mateo County is requiring masks at all indoor
county facilities as of July
26, officials announced on

Thursday.
The mandate comes in response to rising COVID-19
cases in the county and
across the Bay Area, where
the more transmissible Delta variant now makes up the
majority of COVID-19 cases. Starting Monday, masks
will be required regardless
of vaccination status at all
county-run offices, clinics
See MASKSa6A

[ wildfires ]
Adam Pardee / Review

A new appropriation from the state will allow California State Parks to make many long-deferred repairs to the Pigeon Point
Lighthouse.

State to spend $18 million
restoring Pigeon Point
WORK TO
BEGIN
2 DECADES
AFTER CLOSURE
By Sarah Wright

Pigeon Point Lighthouse,
built in 1872 but left shuttered and deteriorating for
the last 20 years, will get a
makeover as early as next
year after the California
State Parks Department got
an $18 million allocation
to restore the historic lighthouse.
The increased funding
came as part of the state’s
budget surplus and will allow the full restoration of the

building to happen in one
phase instead of two. Senior
park and recreation specialist and project manager Linda Hitchcock said the windfall of money means the
entire tower, rather than just
the top third, will get a facelift.
Hitchcock said the bulk of
the money will go to restoring the top part of the building where damaged metal
and masonry has let water
in, causing rot and leading
to a large metal piece to fall
in 2001. That prompted the
lighthouse’s closure.
It took the next 20 years of
advocacy and fundraising to
secure enough money to restore the historic building.
When Pigeon Point docent
Ellen Chiri heard the news

of the increased allocation,
she was floored.
“I was literally screaming,” Chiri said. “It was right
out of the blue.”
The lighthouse, which
still flashes its light every
10 seconds without fail, has
guided sailors for a century
and a half and continues to
be used for navigation. Chiri
said it was once run off melted pig fat before being replaced by modern kerosene.
Although the lighting method has changed, the pattern
has always remained the
same. The historic refraction lens, made up of more
than 1,000 prisms and visible 22 miles out to sea, was
originally made in France. It
was then used at Cape Hatteras in North Carolina be-

fore being transported to
Pigeon Point. Today, that
Fresnel lens sits in the fog
signal building and will be
returned to the beacon during restoration.
The lighthouse is a staple of the Coastside along
Highway 1 halfway to Santa
Cruz, guiding boats and visitors alike down the coastline. The property used to
house a foghorn, but it was
disabled in 1976, replaced
by electronic navigation systems. Before the 2001 closure, visitors could go into
the lighthouse to get a birdseye view of the Pacific.
Hitchcock said bids for
the restoration are set to go
out this fall, with construction to begin in the spring of
2022. r

PG&E looks
underground
for safety
improvements
COMPANY SAYS
IT WILL BURY
MILES OF LINES
By Emily Surgent

Pacific Gas & Electric has
launched a major new initiative to move 10,000 miles
of California power lines
underground in “high fire
threat districts” in order to
fortify its system and help
prevent wildfires.
Today, more than 25,000
miles of overhead distribution power lines are placed
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See PG&Ea6A

Map courtesy California Public
Utilities Commission

This map shows Tier 3
areas of the coast — those
considered at extreme risk of
wildfire — as well as Tier 2
areas that are of “elevated
concern.”

