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Go to The Herald Journal website, www.hjnews.com, to cast your vote.
Today’s question: Would you be willing to have Freedom Fire organiz-

ers pay more to have bigger headlining acts? Yes or no?
Friday’s question: Have you ever seen fireflies in Cache Valley? Yes or 

no?
Yes: 37 16.2%, No: 192 83.8%, Total responses: 229

Find us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/theheraldjournal.

Follow us on Twitter for breaking  
news updates at @HJNews.

By KEVIN OPSAHL

staff writer

Fireworks, lasers and patriotic tradi-
tions, a tribute group to rock-supergroup 
Journey, a big band performing hip 
renditions of American standards and a 
former contestant on “The Voice” are just 
some of the highlights for Logan’s 2016 
Freedom Fire celebration.

The annual Logan Independence 
Day celebration, set for July 1 at Utah 
State University’s Maverik Stadium, will 
feature Journey Unlimited The Tribute, 
Caleb Chapman’s Crescent Super Band 
and Provo-based singer-songwriter Ryan 
Innes.

“I get chills thinking about us as 
neighbors, as family as friends and as 
Americans uniting to celebrate our na-
tion’s birthday — Freedom Fire 2016 is 
going to be amazing,” said Holly Fjeld-

sted, the executive producer for Freedom 
Fire, noting this year’s event will celebrate 
both the United States’ 240th and Logan’s 
150th birthdays.

In addition to honoring Utah’s veterans, 
Fjeldsted said Freedom Fire will also take 
time to honor farmers. There are several 
farms in Cache Valley that have been in the 
same family for at least 100 years.

“Some of these families are farming the 
land their ancestors farmed,” Fjeldsted 
said. “They remind us of where we came 
from, our roots, why we’re Aggies. We all 
love the spot where the sagebrush grows.”

Russ Akina, Logan Parks and Recre-
ation director, said organizers discussed 
whether to hold Freedom Fire on the 
first Friday of the month — since July 3, 
the typical day the event is held, fell on a 
Sunday — or July 4.

“We decided to plan it for July 1 to start 
that holiday weekend,” Akina said. “The 
show is big enough to where there are 

other components of it, some of which are 
contractors that have commitments on 
July 4, and although they could still supply 
us, it would be a stretch for them — and a 
stretch for us from a financial standpoint. 
I think people enjoy the fact that the city 
has an event for the public regardless of 
whether it’s on the Fourth or not.”

Akina reminded Freedom Fire attend-
ees of the post-fireworks concert.

“That’s a critical thing for the event itself 
in alleviating traffic congestion,” Akina 
said. “It provides people 25 minutes more 
of entertainment while the congestion 
outside the stadium … has time to clear, 
and that helps our traffic control folks to 
manage what traffic load they have. We 
encourage people to stay; it helps them out. 
When they get back to their car 25 minutes 
later, the roads are usually clear enough to 
get them where they need to be.”

Freedom Fire to bring Journey tribute, big band twist
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Thomas Theobald, of High Point Gymnastics, per-
forms on a trampoline for the crowd at 2015’s 
Freedom Fire celebration in Logan.

By AMY MACAVINTA

staff writer

A Tremonton man pleaded 
guilty to theft by deception and 
communications fraud after 
authorities discovered the “rich 
uncle” in the man’s car purchasing 
scheme didn’t actually exist.

Jayden Michael Hugie, 20, was 
charged in 1st District Court after 
visiting two different auto deal-
ers last summer in an attempt to 
purchase vehicles on the under-
standing that his “uncle” would be 
wiring payment.

“He was able to deceive these 
businesses to get property of 
value while misrepresenting what 
his intentions were and his lack 
of funds,” Cache County deputy 
attorney Spencer Walsh said.

Investigators said in one case, 
Hugie reportedly obtained the 
company’s bank information in 
order to arrange for a wire transfer. 
Two weeks later, when the money 
had not arrived, Hugie wrote a 
check to the dealership for more 
than $25,000, which was later 
declined for insufficient funds.

Man pleads 
guilty to 
car-buying 
scheme

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Polygamous sect leader Lyle 
Jeffs has fled home confine-
ment in Salt Lake City less than 
two weeks after he was let out 
of jail pending trial on charges 
in a multimillion-dollar food 
stamp fraud scheme.

A warrant for Jeffs’ arrest was 

issued Sunday afternoon after 
he took off sometime over the 
weekend, said U.S. Attorney’s 
Office spokeswoman Melodie 
Rydalch. She said authorities 
aren’t releasing details about 
how he got loose.

U.S. District Judge Ted Stew-
art released Jeffs from jail June 

9 after several previous requests 
were denied. Jeffs was ordered 
to wear a GPS monitor and stay 
in a Salt Lake County house, 
except for going to work, doc-
tor’s appointments and court 
hearings. He was also required 
to give up his passport.

In granting Jeffs’ release, Stew-

art said the other 10 defendants 
in the fraud case who have been 
let out of jail have complied with 
the court’s conditions. Stewart 
also acknowledged that Jeffs’ 
jail time would be longer than 
expected with the trial being 
pushed back to October.

Prosecutors objected to his 

release, calling Jeffs a flight 
risk. They also warned that 
witnesses would clam up out of 
fear of reprisal from Jeffs, who 
runs day-to-day operations in 
the community on the Utah-
Arizona border.

Polygamous leader Lyle Jeffs flees home confinement

TODA

By AMY MACAVINTA

staff writer

Police say a 13-month-old Logan child 
was transported to Logan Regional Hospital 
in very serious condition Monday evening, 
where he died a short time after he was run 

over by a vehicle in front of his home.
Logan Police Capt. Curtis Hooley said 

the baby’s mother was on the porch of her 
home in the area of 1800 South and 1300 
West, watching several children as they 
played outside in the driveway of her home.

The woman stepped inside the house for 
just a moment, and as she did, Hooley said 

the baby wandered into the road just as a 
neighbor backed out of his driveway.

According to scanner traffic, the child 
was moved into the home and emergency 
personnel responded there when they ar-
rived on scene.

Baby hit by SUV, dies
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Emergency crews respond after a child was struck by an SUV in the area of 1800 South and 1300 West in Logan on Monday evening. The 13-month-
old child was taken to the hospital in grave condition and pronounced dead shortly after.
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