
 This is a reprint from July 8, 1976 Bear Laker. It 
is interesting how much is still the same.

  When the first white men came to the area 
known today as Bridgerland, their primary 
interest was fur trap ping. But soon the verdant 
forests, fertile valleys, rugged mountains, the 
rushing streams breaking the quiet of thickly 
wooded hills and lakes cupped." in the hands of 
steep mountains came to be their world.
 The region is named for one such fur trapper, 
Jim Bridger. He is credited with first spreading 
word of the great inland body of saltwater we 
know today as the Great Salt Lake.
 Bridger and other trap pers hunted in the area 
for many years They became familiar with the 
land, win tering at the mouth of what is now 
Logan Canyon and holding "rendezvous" or 
trading sessions in the summer For more than 20 
years, the trappers cached their rich fur harvests 
in the lush green valleys.
 Thus, the two counties of Bridgerland became 
known as cache and Rich counties in 1856. 
Brigham Young, leader of the Mor mon pioneers 
organized the first party of settlers and sent 
them to establish a colony in Bridgerland.
 The seven families of that party began what 
today is a prosperous, ex panding area of 25,000 
inhabitants Since the first settlement. Bridgerland 
has been the center of Utah's dairy industry
 Throughout the Cache and Bear River Valleys 
neatly segmented farms lie in orderly contrast to 
the mighty mountains of the Wasatch and Bear 
River ranges
 One great advantage to a Bridgerland vaca-
tion is the proximity of all matter of scenic and 
sporting act ivies.
 Few spots in the world have more charm and 
scenic appeal than Logan Canyon. The drive 
is magnificent with streams to challenge any 
angler, picnic and camping grounds to enrich, 

family outings and scenery to match.
 Just a short hike up from the canyon floor, 
you stand beside the oldest known living thing 
in the state, the Jardan Juniper tree, estimated to 
be more than 3.500 years old. Its distinc tion does 
not stop there; however, It is not only the oldest 
tree in the sate but the largest Juniper tree in the 
world.
 Up the road, another worthwhile hike bring-
ing into view a magnificent valley panorama 
and gigantic Limber Pine tree at Bear Lake 
Summit.
 If you are a water sports fan, head for Bear 
Lake, renowned for its clear, deep blue water. 
Bear Lake offers unexcelled pleasure boating, 
water-skiing, swimming, camp ing picnicking, 
and fishing opportunities.
 On the other side of the Wasatch Mountains, 
shove off for boating pleasure on Bridgerland's 
Hyrum Res ervoir.
 As you drive through the rural farmlands of 
the Bear River Valley, note the quaint paradox 
of old and new.. the charm of the old build-
ings, barns and homes, many dating back_ To 
pioneer times, and the bustling color of modern 
farm equipment and ad vanced agricultural tech-
niques.
 And speaking of equip ment, plan to attend 
Bridgerland's annual old-time Threshing Bee 
and Antique' Show when machines from the 
golden   age of harvest are rolled out, fired up 
and every one gets together for a hospitality hoe-
down
 For the winter vaca tioner, Bridgerland offers 
fine skiing at Beaver Mountain ice skating fort 
the family and the unusual sport of ice fishing.
 Attend the cutter races, modern version of 
Roman chariot racing with anew twist they are 
runover snow. And if the children have heard of, 
but have never seen an elk, take them to see not 
one but 300 to 400 elk at the Hardware Ranch 

feeding station.
 These and many more activities are part of the 
unique vacation experience that isBridgerland. 
Fish Bridgerland streams for rainbow, Ger man 
brown, brook trout and cutthroat on or off-
shore at Bridgerlands lakes tackle up for bass, 
Mackinaw, kokanee, perch, catfish and whitefish 
For a unique Bridgerland experience, join the 
early winter "dip-net fish fest" for the rare cisco 
at Bear Lake experience.
 Bridgerland's mountains abound with big 
game. Come loaded for "bear" and count on tak-
ing home a trophy buck in the annual October 
deer hunt For "those who" relish an air-borne 
target, Bridgerland marshlands provide ample 
duck and goose shooting, while the valleys 
are teeming with pheasant, mourning dove, 
Hungarian and chukar par tridge.
 Whatever your sporting pleasure — the har-
mony of rod and. reel, the sharp crack of a 
high-powered rifle, a shotgun's haranguer, or 
simply' hiking through nature's beautiful fare 
— Bridgerland offers all this and more In chal-
lenging abundance.
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