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Go to The Herald Journal website, www.hjnews.com, to cast your vote.

Today’s question: Do you think changing the delegate rules at the Republican 
convention would disenfranchise primary voters? Yes or no?

Friday’s question: T-Bird or Vette?
T-Bird: 68 39.3%, Vette: 105 60.7%, Total responses: 173

Find us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/theheraldjournal.

Follow us on Twitter for breaking  
news updates at @HJNews.

By KEVIN OPSAHL

staff writer

After a close vote last 
Tuesday in which the Prov-
idence City Council agreed 
not to sell the new city 
office building on N. Gate-
way Drive, city officials 
indicate it’s time to move 
on after a sometimes-bitter 
debate between the council 
and the community over 
the property.

Councilman Kirk Allen 
was just one of multiple 
members of the City Coun-
cil leading that call several 
days after the 3-2 vote not 
to sell the 164 N. Gateway 
Drive property — some-
thing the previous City 
Council voted to purchase 
last year before having 
scores more follow-up 
meetings and public hear-
ings, which eventually led to 
the City Council’s consider-
ation to sell it this week.

“I can say politically, it’s 
over,” Allen said Friday. 
“Everyone had an op-
portunity to express 
themselves, and I think 
when it was all over and 
done, the majority of the 
council — which I believe 
represents the majority 
of the citizens — decided 
the new building was the 
thing to have. So I think 
to bring it up again would 
be very hard to do. Two 
council members could 

say, ‘Put it on the agenda,’ 
but the majority would 
have to say ‘aye,’ too.”

Allen joined Council-
men Roy Sneddon and Jeff 
Baldwin in voting to keep 
the Gateway Drive build-
ing; meanwhile, Council-
men Dennis Giles and 
John Drew voted to sell it.

On Tuesday, Drew told 
the City Council and 
residents he would move 
on if the council voted to 
keep the building. In an 

interview Friday, he struck 
the same tone but had 
sharper remarks.

“I’ll accept it and move 
forward — but that 
doesn’t mean I’ll forget,” 
Drew said. “We’re a city 
of limited means, and we 
have other things that 
have been ignored.”

Drew argued that the 
Gateway Drive building, 
purchased at $1.075 mil-
lion, was not a good idea 
when the current city office 

building at 15 S. Main Street 
could have been improved. 
People’s emotions about the 
building’s inadequacies and 
look took over, Drew said, 
and that led the purchase of 
a new building.

“I think we have a 
situation where govern-
ment looked out for itself 
before it looked out for 
the citizens it’s employed 
to serve,” Drew said.

Officials: Providence city office debate over

Question: What’s up with the 
small foundation up Smithfield 
Canyon? What used to be there?

Answer: Hidden near the trail 
of Smithfield Canyon are actu-
ally two foundations, one that is 
located a quarter mile up the dirt 
road, and another at the end of 
the trail that requires a hike to see. 

Both, however, have their own his-
tory that dates back to the 1800’s.

Glen Thornley, former presi-
dent of the Smithfield Histori-
cal Society and member of the 
Resource Advisory Committee, 
confirmed the history behind 
both of these foundations that 
have existed nearly since the 

very beginning of Smithfield.
The first foundation, which 

can be reached by driving up the 
road, was built by the McCraken 
family a few years after the 
town was founded in 1859. The 
first building established in the 
foundation was a cabin that the 
family lived in. In 1952, it was 

later used as part of a campsite 
for a few years before it deterio-
rated and was torn down.

According to Thornley, the 
McCrakens were a renowned 
name in Smithfield during the 
time. They had immigrated 
from England under the faith of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints and arrived to 
Smithfield a few years after its 
foundation. They were known 
for owning the only furniture on 
100 South and Main and later 
the local pool hall for residents 
who wanted to play.

Smithfield Canyon foundations have history
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Claud Willams carries an American Flag while competing in the Freedom Run on Monday in Hyrum. See the story on page B1. To 
view more photos from the race go to www.hjnews.com.

FREEDOM WILL ROCK

More DEBATE  |  A10

W H A T ’ S  U P  W I T H  T H A T ?

More HISTORY  |  A10

TODAY

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

From fireworks soaring above the 
Washington Monument to hot dogs 
being downed in New York City’s frank-
eating contest, Americans aren’t shy 
about celebrating their nation’s birthday. 
Many places are rolling out long-estab-
lished Independence Day traditions on 
Monday (even if some of those tradi-
tions aren’t as long-established as they 
sound). Rain was forecast in many cit-
ies, but revelers were trying not to let it 
dampen their fun. Some Fourth of July 
highlights from around the country:

DESPITE THE RAIN, MACY’S 
FIREWORK SHOW DAZZLES  
IN NEW YORK CITY

More than a million spectators in 
New York City braved a light sprinkle 
of rain as they watched Macy’s annual 
July Fourth fireworks display.

The nearly 30-minute-long show 
Monday featured dazzling blues, reds 
and whites among other colors from 
the more than 56,000 pyrotechnic shells 
launched from barges in the East River.

The rain didn’t stop Columbia 
University law student Danielle Arthur, 
an American flag painted on her left 
cheek, who said she was proud to live in 
the USA while watching the show from 
Manhattan.

“It’s a nice day to celebrate the coun-
try and show off your pride,” she said.

The Macy’s show was aired live on 
NBC, and organizers said it was the 
biggest firework display since the mil-
lennium show of 2000.

America celebrates 
Independence Day  
across the nation
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SHOCKER
Durant leaves OKC Thunder to join Golden State 

Warriors — B1

FOR THE 
FISHES

Managers aim for cooler water in 
Snake River to aid sockeye — A3


