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The Simple Dollar began as a site for people who are fighting debt and 
bad spending habits, while trying to build a financially secure future and 
still afford a few luxuries in life. Today, The Simple Dollar gets around one 

million visitors per month and is respected as one of the best personal 
finance sites on the Internet.
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By CLAYTON GEFRE

staff writer

Two local leaders within the 
Cache County Republican Party 
turned in their official resigna-
tions from their positions within 
the party in protest of Donald 
Trump’s status as the party’s pre-
sumptive presidential nominee.

Andy Rasmussen and 
Jonathan Choate, members 
of the Cache GOP’s Executive 
Committee and Co-Legislative 

Chairmen of Districts 4 and 5, 
respectively, submitted a joint 
written resignation from their 
positions on Wednesday.

Their resignation referenced 
a discussion the committee had 
regarding the release of a state-
ment of support for nominees 
they felt represented the values 
of the party without necessarily 
endorsing Trump’s campaign. 
The committee could not reach 
a unanimous decision to release 
the statement.

“While we respect everyone 

else’s opinions and reasons for 
concern, we simply cannot 
publicly support or work to 
build a Party that has nominated 
Donald Trump without some 
official statement to put some 
daylight between our efforts and 
those to elect him,” Rasmussen 
and Choate stated in their letter 
of resignation. “We take this 
action with somber minds, and 
look forward to a day when we 
may again be able to build and 
support the Grand Old Party of 
Lincoln with clear consciences.”

Rasmussen and Choate 
expressed within the letter their 
belief that Trump’s position at 
the head of the GOP ticket is a 
danger to the party, noting that 
his unfavorable ratings not only 
threatened the party’s presiden-
tial bid, but would also adversely 
affect candidates for Congress 
and state legislatures. Further, 
they stated Trump’s values were 
antithetical to those traditionally 
held by Republicans.

“(Trump’s) unapologetic rac-
ism, xenophobia, and misogyny 

disqualify him from consid-
eration as a precinct chair, let 
alone the presidency,” the letter 
stated. “This Party has changed. 
He should have been a comical 
footnote on this race, instead 
he’s the presumptive nominee. 
The rank and file of the party 
have become so fed up that they 
are willing to blindly follow a 
charismatic charlatan. We have 
cut off our nose to spite our 
face.”

Two Cache GOP officials resign in protest of Trump

More RESIGN  |  A10

By STEVE KENT

A couple dozen people 
gathered in the Wellsville 
City Square Park on a cloudy, 
muggy Wednesday afternoon 
to celebrate the reorganization 
of the Cache LDS Democrats 
caucus.

While Utahns have long 
been predominately both 
members of The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

and republicans, 
many of the people 
who attended the 
event participate 
in local politics as 
Democrats.

Jennifer Steele 
Christensen, the 
chairwoman of 
Cache LDS Demo-
crats, said the 

group sponsored the event — 
held in conjunction with this 
week’s Wednesdays in Wellsville 
farmers and crafts market — 
because they’re optimistic about 
the group’s ability to grow and 
thrive in the current political 
climate.

“I think that we’re in a season 
of change, politically,” Chris-
tensen said. “I think … that 
people in our communities are 

ready to be more involved and 
ready to effect change.”

While the LDS Church does 
not endorse any particular polit-
ical party, there’s been a longtime 

stigma against the Democratic 
Party among Mormons in Cache 
Valley. LDS Democrats attend-
ing the event say they’ve faced 
strong reactions when their 

family members and their fellow 
Mormons have learned of their 
party affiliation.

By KEVIN OPSAHL

staff writer

Provo-based home security 
company Vivint plans to use a new 
building at Utah State University’s 
Research Park as a place to further 
sales recruitment and training as 
well as research and development.

Vivint and USU officials 
confirmed the plans this week. 
Construction at the intersection 
of 600 East and 1400 North is just 
beginning, only weeks after the 
school broke ground on a new 
building in the same area for the 
Space Dynamics Lab.

“Having this Logan talent is 
critical to our business and we are 
excited to partner with USU,” wrote 
Liz Tanner, director of public rela-
tions for Vivint, in an email.

Dave Cowley, USU vice president 
of business and finance, explained 
that Vivint’s footprint at USU is 
all part of the concept of the USU 
Research Park — a common con-
cept at many research universities 
nationwide. The idea behind the 
park is that USU provides space for 
tenants to come in and lend their 
expertise, thereby contributing to 
economic development.

Vivint to use 
new building 
on university  
research park

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The 
family of a Utah rail line worker 
who authorities say was abducted 
and killed on the job is investigat-
ing whether a swift response to a 
final harried radio call could have 
saved him, their lawyer and family 
spokesman said.

Authorities say the minute-long 
call was made from Kay Ricks’ 
work radio around the time police 
believe he was snatched by a 
father and son on the run from 
police after tying up five people in 
a Utah basement.

It sounded like someone was 
trying to contact Ricks’ dispatch 
center in a high-pitched, stressed 

voice, but the transmission sud-
denly cut off, court documents 
state.

The response to the final call re-
vealed in charges filed Tuesday isn’t 
clear, but there’s no indication it im-
mediately set off alarm bells at the 
Utah Transit Authority. Dispatchers 
tried to call Ricks again an hour 
later on a routine call, charges say.

He didn’t answer, something 
his colleagues and family have 
said was out of character for the 
routine-loving, 63-year-old family 
man and dependable worker. By 
then, police believe he was a cap-
tive in his own truck and nearing 
the Wyoming border. Ricks was 

beaten to death about 7:30 p.m. on 
May 12, just over two hours after 
he was taken.

UTA reported him missing 
around midnight.

“We are going to investigate 
absolutely every angle of this to 
determine whether there may 
have been negligence on anyone’s 
part that either led to or may 
have prevented Kay’s death,” said 
Richard Massey, a spokesman and 
lawyer for the Ricks family. “We 
may find everything was done just 
fine, but that’s our job. They’ve 
retained us to find that out.”

Family of slain train worker looking into last radio call

AP

In this May 19 photo, searchers investigate the Utah Transit Authority 
pickup truck of Kay Ricks of American Fork in a wooded area about 
two miles north of Half Moon Lake near Pinedale, Wyo.
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‘Season of change’
Cache LDS Dems host Wellsville event to boost involvement

ELI LUCERO/HERALD JOURNAL

Randy Payne sets up an American flag before the start of an Cache LDS Democrats party on Wednesday in Wellsville.
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