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The only newspaper in the world that truly cares about Franklin County

By NECIA P. SEAMONS
Citizen editor

 The AdvancED Accreditation 
Commission, which evaluated the 
Preston School District last year, 
called Franklin County High School 
the district's "flagship program."
 "The program has met with tre-
mendous success and utilizes a 
strong structure and academic focus 
for those who attend," states the re-
port.
 Recently, two men who helped 
establish FCHS were recognized for 

helping kids at the school succeed; it 
graduated its 576th student this 
spring.
 And that is the most important 
thing about Franklin County High 
School, said Keith Porter, former dis-
trict trustee who backed the forma-
tion of the school 19 years ago. "There 
are 576 kids that never would have 
graduated. They come here and 
flourish."
 FCHS was organized in 1999, 
when then district superintendent 
Ted Taylor realized there had to be a 
way to reach youth struggling with 

school and help them succeed aca-
demically.
 "I had seen dozens of alternative 
school's fail," Taylor told FCHS facul-
ty, students and guests of honor re-
cently. So he began working on what 
he considered the most crucial aspect 
of building a school that would suc-
ceed: strong teachers.
 Recalling an experience on a res-
ervation where he once worked, Tay-
lor was struck with the truth of a 
grandfather's assessment of what 
students needed there: "Kid learn 
good, kid feel good." So he set about 

looking for individuals that could 
catch the vision of a school in which 
failing students could succeed.
 Identifying two teachers in the 
school district that are still with 
Franklin County High School today, 
he made a deal with math teacher 
Steve Smith and English teacher Don 
Philbrick. Taylor presented both with 
statues in honor of the impact they 
have had on the success of the 
school's students. 
 "Give me three years and I'll let 
you have any position you want after 
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By NECIA P. SEAMONS
Citizen editor

 “Clifton’s Founders Day celebra-
tion was excellent,” said Clifton May-
or John Gailey.
 Estimating that over 400 people 
enjoyed the community’s festivities 
despite the windy conditions, the cel-
ebration almost doubled the commu-
nity’s population. Gailey thanked the 
volunteers that made the parade, 
games, dinner and firework show 
happen.
 “We had a lot of people volunteer 
and they did a really good job. It was 
just a good party. Everyone went 
home happy, even the people work-
ing seemed happy,” he said.
 “It was a typical Clifton parade, 
there were more people in the parade 
than there to watch,” he laughed. 
Fortunately the wind died down for 
the fireworks show, which “was like 
it was in the good old days when we 
tried to out do the Stadium of Fire,” 
said Galiey.  
 Founders day gives people a 
chance to get out ... and visit. A lot of 
families take the opportunity to have 
family reunions, said the mayor.
 Gailey enjoys the small-town cel-
ebration. During the community’s 
baseball tournament, two teams 
played three games.
 “I had family in both teams, so all 
three games were winners for me,” 
he said.

By NECIA P. SEAMONS
Citizen editor

 Calvin Kunz, 77, of Preston, died 
Saturday afternoon while hiking in 
the Franklin Basin area. He was at-
tempting to cross a river when he fell 

and struck his head, said Cache 
County Sheriff’s Lt. Mikelshan Barts-
chi 
 Kunz was hiking with family 
from Tony’s Grove to Franklin Ba-
sin. Known in his neighborhood for 

By THAYA GILMORE
Citizen correspondent

 Traditionally around the Father’s 
Day weekend, the Preston Elks Lodge 
sponsor their annual Charity Demoli-
tion Derby. This year the Demolition 
Derby will be held on Saturday, June 
16, at 7 p.m., in the Preston Rodeo 
Arena, announced Jackie Andersen, 
Elks Lodge member and organizer of 
the event.
 Gates open at 5 p.m. Ticket prices 
are $7 for adults, $5 for persons age 
60 and over and children age 12 and 
under
 Food will be provided at the con-
cession stand, managed by the Lady 
Elks. Hamburgers, popcorn, soda 
drinks and bottled water can be pur-
chased.
 “Proceeds from the Derby go 
back into the community by raising 
funds for Christmas baskets, and 
scholarships,” said Andersen. 
 The Elks Club had a cleanup day 
around the lodge last week. “We’d 
like to thank all of those who came to 

Demolition 
Derby set 
for June 16

Alternative school is district’s flagship program

Cub River blossoms
 Sunflowers fill a meadow along the road to Willow Flat over the weekend.
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Clifton celebration doubles community’s population

(See FCHS on page 3)

(See DERBY on page 2)
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 According to Clifton Mayor John Gailey, more people were in the town’s Fopunder’s Day parade than 
were watching it. 

Kunz perishes while hiking

(See KUNZ on page 2)


