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“While we respect everyone else’s opinions and reasons for concern, we 
simply cannot publicly support or work to build a Party that has nominated 

Donald Trump without some official statement to put some daylight be-
tween our efforts and those to elect him.”

— From the resignation letter of Andy Rasmussen and Jonathan Choate, 
members of the Cache GOP’s Executive Committee and Co-Legislative Chairmen 

of Districts 4 and 5, respectively

Find us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/theheraldjournal.

Follow us on Twitter for breaking  
news updates at @HJNews.

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — New 
laws taking effect in Utah on Fri-
day include added restrictions on 
payday lenders and a path for Utah 
to invest more than $50 million in 
an Oakland coal shipping port, de-
spite leaders of the California city 
voting this week to ban coal, citing 
environmental concerns.

About 20 laws are taking effect 
Friday, many involving budget 
matters that correlate with the July 
1 start of the new budget year.

Most of the law passed this 
year already took effect May 10, a 
default date marking 60 days from 
the end of the Utah’s short legisla-
tive session.

Highlights of the handful of new 

laws taking effect Friday:

OAKLAND COAL PORT
The new law to fund Utah’s invest-

ment in the Oakland port shuffles 
around taxpayer money from several 
funds. Utah’s governor and lawmak-
ers say the project is a worthwhile 
investment and would help the state’s 
rural coal country send its product to 
overseas markets in Asia. It could also 
be used to export products such as 
potash or salt, they say.

On Monday, the Oakland City 
Council voted to bar coal and pe-
troleum coke at the city’s shipping 
terminals. It’s unclear if plans for 
the terminal will go forward with 
products other than coal being 

shipped, or if the matter will end 
up in court, something a lawyer 
for the group trying to construct 
the port hinted at this week.

Utah’s law also allows the state to 
use the money it stashed for proj-
ects such as oil and gas pipelines, 
power lines or rail projects. Utah’s 
Permanent Community Impact 
Fund Board, which controls the 
money, had planned to hold onto 
the funds for about a year while 
a consultant looked over details 
regarding the Oakland terminal 
project and Utah counties submitted 
a proposal to the board about the 
investment.

Handful of new laws take effect in Utah

AP

In this May 24 photo, the former Oakland Army Base pier with the 
Port of Oakland in the background in Oakland, Calif.

By KEVIN OPSAHL

staff writer

Freedom Fire fire may have 
brought fun and fireworks to 
Cache Valley residents Friday 
night, but it was the sight of 
local families who have kept 
their farm in the same family 
for at least a century riding on 

lawn tractors that 
brought everyone 
to their feet for a 
standing ova-
tion at Maverik 
Stadium.

Former Utah 
State University 
history profes-
sor Ross Peterson 
introduced five 

families who rode the lawn 
tractors to the song “She Thinks 
My Tractor’s Sexy” by Kenny 
Chesney before giving a brief 
history of each farm.

“Farmers, they love the spot 
where the sagebrush grows,” 
Peterson said, referencing the 
Aggie spirit song. “Whether in 
1856 or 2016, they are Ameri-
ca’s farmers, and there ain’t no 
doubt they love this land.”

These families were being 
recognized at Logan’s annual 
Independence Day celebra-
tion for their Utah Century 
Farm and Ranch designation, 
meaning they’ve kept a farm or 
ranch in the same family con-
tinuously for at least 100 years. 
Although only five families were 
part of Friday night’s program, 

county agriculture officials say 
there are more than 70 fami-
lies in Cache County that have 
century status.

The farms recognized at 
Freedom Fire 2016 were: River 

View Dairy and Munk Family 
Farms of Amalga (the Munk 
family); Crow Mountain Farms 
of Smithfield (the Erickson 
family); Boudrero Family Farm 
of Logan (the Boudrero family); 

the Zollinger Fruit Farm of 
River Heights (the Zollinger 
family) and Brooke Ranch of 
Paradise (the White family).

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
A Dickey’s Barbecue restaurant 
in Utah that mistakenly served 
toxic iced tea to a woman two 
years ago is suing the manu-
facturer and distributor of 
a chemical product that an 
employee put in the tea mix 
thinking it was sugar.

In the lawsuit, filed Thurs-
day in federal court, the restau-
rant says the packaging of the 
chemical cleaning product 
didn’t have proper safety warn-
ings.

The Dickey’s franchise is 
seeking $5 million in damages 
from U.S. Foods and Ecolab. 
The company’s reputation 
took a severe hit because of 
the widespread coverage of the 
incident, costing it profits.

Ecolab, a Minnesota-based 
company that manufactures 
the chemical, doesn’t have 
a comment on the lawsuit, 
company spokesman Roman 
Blahoski said. U.S. Foods, 
an Illinois-based company 
that distributes the chemical, 
doesn’t comment on pending 
lawsuits, company spokes-
woman Debra Ceffalio said 
Friday.

Jan Harding drank the 
iced tea in August 2014 at a 
Dickey’s in the Salt Lake City 
suburb of South Jordan. She 
immediately began choking 
and suffered severe burns to 
her esophagus.

Dickey’s 
sues over 
2014 toxic 
tea incident

By KEVIN OPSAHL

staff writer

A wolverine carcass was found 
near Laketown on Wednesday, the 
first time the body of such an animal 
has been discovered in Utah since 
1979, according to the Division of 
Wildlife Resources.

The DWR reported the dead 
wolverine in a news release Friday, 
saying the female animal was found 
about one mile west of Laketown, 
near Bear Lake, after being hit by a 
vehicle.

“It’s really sad the animal was 
killed, but it’s very exciting for us to 
document an actual animal in the 
state,” said Leslie McFarlane, mam-
mals coordinator for the DWR. 
“They’re very hard to find, very 
reclusive, so it’s very hard for us 
to document their presence in the 
state; we’ve had several credible 
reports over the past several years, 
but we’ve not been able to verify 
them.”

The DWR pointed out in its 
news release that the 1979 wolverine 
carcass was found after being struck 
by a vehicle on U.S. Highway 40 east 

of Vernal. But that was not the last 
time a wolverine was seen at all in 
Utah. The last time was in February 
2014, when a wolverine was caught 
on camera at a bait station in the 
Uinta Mountains.

It’s not clear how many wolverines 
are in Utah or even if they live here 
at all, McFarlane said. To prove that 
wolverines are established in Utah, 
she said, the agency would have to 
have multiple sightings over a short 
period of time and in one particular 
area.

Rare find: Dead wolverine found in Laketown
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This wolverine was hit and killed by a vehicle in Rich 
County recently. More FIND  |  A9

More TEA  |  A10

More LAWS  |  A10

Point guards look to shine during NBA 

Summer League action   |  SPORTS, B1

Four events to brighten your Fourth 
of July weekend

BRIDGERLAND, A3

‘A GOOD 
TIME’

PROVING 
GROUND

‘They love this land’
Freedom Fire honors Cache Valley farming families
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Jon White, riding a lawn tractor, pretends to race Utah State University mascot Big Blue prior to being recognized 
with four other Cache Valley farmers during Freedom Fire on Friday night.
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