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Go to The Herald Journal website, www.hjnews.com, to cast your vote.
Today’s question: Do you think the Utah Jazz made a good move trading for 

point guard George Hill? Yes or No?
Friday’s question: Do you try to correct a misstatement of fact, or do you let it 

pass? Try to correct? Let it pass? Does it depend?
Try to correct: 66 33.8%, Let it pass: 13 6.7%, It depends: 116 59.5%, Total 

responses: 195

Find us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/theheraldjournal.

Follow us on Twitter for breaking  
news updates at @HJNews.

By AMY MACAVINTA

staff writer

A 7-year-old case surround-
ing the brutal rape of a former 
Smithfield woman ended Mon-
day with the sentencing of An-
thony Charles Murphy, but his 
attorneys say it isn’t over quite 
yet because there is no question 
they will appeal.

“This is a very unique case 
in that three other women who 
alleged improper meetings with 
him got to testify and made it 
very difficult for Mr. Murphy to 
get a fair trial,” attorney Shan-
non Demler said.

Murphy was found guilty of 
first-degree felony aggravated 
sexual assault and first-degree 

felony aggravated kidnapping, 
for which he was sentenced to 
two consecutive terms of 15 
years to life in the Utah State 
Prison.

In addition, he was also 
sentenced to concurrent terms 
of one to 15 years in prison for 
forcible sexual abuse, a second-
degree felony, and zero to five 
years for aggravated assault, a 
third-degree felony.

These charges were brought 
against Murphy in 2009 in the 
1st District Court when the 
alleged victim accused him of 
throwing her down the stairs, 

strangling her and sexually 
assaulting her over a period of 
several hours.

Prior to sentencing, Demler 
argued for leniency for his cli-
ent.

“I think if we pursue a 
counseling and rehab avenue, it 
would be far superior to sending 
him to the prison,” he said.

Murphy had the opportunity 
to address the judge at sentenc-
ing Monday, but his comments 
added little to Demler’s effort to 
seek leniency on his behalf. He 
acknowledged that while alcohol 
did not cause his action, it did 

play a significant role in some of 
the things he said to the victim 
that night.

He also acknowledges that the 
victim sustained injuries that 
night, although he disagrees 
with how they happened.

“Yes, they were painful, but 
they did not leaving any lasting 
scars or marks,” Murphy told the 
judge.

He went on to express his 
opinions about her credibility, 
the victim-impact statement 
she made and her emotional 
condition following the assault. 
His employer, Marty Spicer, 

followed up with similar state-
ments before attorneys inter-
jected.

“This is a moment for contri-
tion or remorse, not to rehash 
the facts or victim-blaming,” 
said Hedi Nestell, executive 
director of the Utah Crime 
Victims Legal Clinic and an 
attorney representing the victim 
in this case.

“Eight strangers came 
together and heard 6 days of 
testimony,” Judge Thomas 
Willmore said. “There was some 
conflict in the testimony, but the 
jurors weighed all of that, and 
they made a decision to find 
you guilty of these very serious 
charges.”

Man gets 30 years in prison in rape case

By MARK SHERMAN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court issued its strongest 
defense of abortion rights in a 
quarter-century Monday, strik-
ing down Texas’ widely repli-
cated rules that sharply reduced 
abortion clinics in the nation’s 
second-most-populous state.

By a 5-3 vote, the justices 
rejected the state’s arguments 
that its 2013 law and follow-
up regulations were needed to 
protect women’s health. The 
rules required doctors who 
perform abortions to have 
admitting privileges at nearby 
hospitals and forced clinics to 

meet hospital-like standards for 
outpatient surgery.

The clinics that challenged the 
law argued that it was merely a 
veiled attempt to make it harder 
for women to get abortions by 
forcing the closure of more than 
half the roughly 40 clinics that 
operated before the law took 
effect.

Justice Stephen Breyer’s ma-
jority opinion for the court held 
that the regulations are medi-
cally unnecessary and unconsti-
tutionally limit women’s right to 
abortions.

Breyer wrote that “the 
surgical-center requirement, like 
the admitting privileges require-
ment, provides few, if any, health 
benefits for women, poses a 

substantial obstacle to women 
seeking abortions and consti-
tutes an ‘undue burden’ on their 
constitutional right to do so.”

Thirteen states have similar re-
quirements, enacted as part of a 
wave of abortion restrictions that 
states have imposed in recent 
years. Others include limits on 
when in a pregnancy abortions 
may be performed and the use 
of drugs that induce abortions 
without surgical intervention.

Amy Hagstrom Miller, the 
owner of several Texas clinics 
among her eight facilities in five 
states, predicted that the deci-
sion would “put a stop to this 
trend of copycat legislation.”

Supreme Court: Texas illegally curbs abortion clinics

AP

Renee Bracey Sherman of Chicago, Ill. celebrates at the Supreme Court in 
Washington on Monday after the court struck down Texas’ widely replicated 
regulation of abortion clinics .The justices voted 5-3 in favor of Texas clinics that 
had argued the regulations were a thinly veiled attempt to make it harder for 
women to get an abortion in the nation’s second-most populous state.

By KEVIN OPSAHL

staff writer

An official with Utah’s higher educa-
tion governing body said members of 
the Utah Board of Regents — with the 
exception of the chairman or woman 
— are prohibited from speaking to the 
media, a contrast to the accessibility 
of many state officials and members of 
other state boards.

Melanie Heath, director of communi-
cations for the Utah System of Higher 
Education, cited the board’s bylaws as 
the reason regents are to remain silent. 
Under the bylaws, Dave Buhler, the 
commissioner of higher education, and 
current Board Chairman Dan Campbell 
are permitted to speak to press, in ad-
dition to an appointed communications 
director.

“Many boards have similar procedures 
in place to ensure clear and consistent 
communications from the board to the 
public,” Heath wrote in an email.

Heath emphasized the bylaws on 
communications are acceptable because 
members of Utah Board of Regents are 
not elected, unlike members of the Leg-
islature or the State Board of Education, 
whose personal contact information — 
including home addresses and cellphone 
numbers — are available online.

Official: Most 
regents can’t 
speak to media
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Harvey cools off by swimming in the Logan River while playing fetch with his owner Brenden Buttars on Monday afternoon.

COOLING HIS PAWS

Murphy was found guilty of first-degree felony aggravated sexual assault  
and first-degree felony aggravated kidnapping, 
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