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If you like gifs, those incredibly short internet videos 

people are constantly sharing on social media, Giphy is the 
place to go to see some of the best.

Find us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/theheraldjournal.

Follow us on Twitter for breaking  
news updates at @HJNews.

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 
— Lawyers hired to help 
Utah prepare a $14 million 
lawsuit against the federal 
government for control of 
public lands billed the state 
for first-class airfare, stays 
at luxury hotels and steak-
house meals, according to 
invoices flagged Wednesday 
by a watchdog group.

The expenses were sub-
mitted over the past year 
by legal consultants from 

New Orleans and San Diego 
who were hired by Utah 
lawmakers on a public lands 
commission.

The Commission for 
the Stewardship of Public 
Lands has been working on 
a conservative push to take 
control of millions of acres 
of federal land. It hired the 
consultants last summer to 
help prepare a lawsuit that’s 
expected to be filed some-
time in 2017.

Some expenses, such as 
first-class airfare, appear to 
violate the consultants’ con-
tracts with the commission.

The commission’s Re-
publican chairmen — Rep. 
Keven Stratton of Orem 
and Republican Sen. David 
Hinkins of Orangeville — 
did not return messages 
seeking comment Wednes-
day.

By AMY MACAVINTA

staff writer

Parents of an 11-week-old baby 
girl have been charged in con-
nection with the infant’s death in 
Smithfield, and they are scheduled 
to make their first court appear-
ance on July 18.

According to court records, 
24-year-old Michael Antonio 
Archer and 22-year-old Jessica 
Brunetti were each charged with 
negligent homicide, possession of a 
controlled substance and purchase 
of alcohol by a restricted person.

Court records indicate Archer 
called 911 at 4:20 a.m. on Feb. 22 to 
report the baby was not breathing. 
CPR was initiated, but the baby was 
pronounced dead at Cache Valley 
Hospital.

Parents 
charged  
following 
child’s death

‘Taxpayers deserve a full accounting’
Group: Public lands lawyers billed Utah for luxury flights, hotels

In this May 17 
photo, from left, 
Utah Sen. David 
Hinkins, 
R-Orangeville, 
Rep. Mike Noel, 
R-Kanab and 
Utah Gov. Gary 
Herbert, hold a 
news conference 
at the state 
Capitol in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.
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By STEVE KENT

city editor

If you drive by Wellsville City Square 
Park on a sunny afternoon, you may see 
children playing in the newly installed 
splash pad, but according to city of-
ficials, the colorful, water-spewing ap-
paratus hasn’t even officially opened.

Gary Bates, a Wellsville city council-
man who is also a member of the city’s 
Parks & Recreation Committee, said that 
some of the landscaping by the splash 
pad isn’t quite finished. In the meantime, 
the city plans to keep the splash pad open, 
Bates said, unless the unfinished work 
causes problems with mud.

Bates said the city expects to officially 
open the splash pad sometime next week, 
but families could already be seen playing 
at the splash pad Wednesday afternoon.

Wellsville resident Maria Perez came to 
the splash pad with her children, includ-
ing her 10-month-old son. Perez said 
she used to live in Hyrum and would 
visit the splash pad there.

“We’re excited to live here and have 
one to go to,” Perez said. “We can make 
memories with this, and my baby’s 
happy. He likes water.”

Annette Francis, a Wellsville resident 
with seven children and another due 
next week, said she found out that the 
splash pad was operational through a 
neighborhood Facebook group.

“It’s just nice to have more community 
things to do close, because we’ve been 
driving to other towns in the valley to go 
to splash pads,” Francis said. “So yeah, 
this is a lot more convenient.”

Francis added that before the splash 
pad, there wasn’t as much to do in the 
area on hot days.

“A lot of times we avoid the park in 
the heat, because by the middle of the 
day, it’s too hot,” Francis said. “But now 
we can still come and cool off.”

Wellsville resident Solviej Hansen 
also brought her kids to the splash pad 
on Wednesday. Her children attended 
Wellsville Elementary, across the street 
from the park, so the family watched the 
construction progress bit by bit after it 
began last fall. 

‘Come and cool off ’
While not officially open, splash pad entertains Wellsville residents

JOHN ZSIRAY/HERALD JOURNAL

Lisbeth Arellano walks her 10-month-old brother, Brandon Arellano, around the new splash pad in 
Wellsville on Wednesday afternoon.

By NECIA P. SEAMONS

Preston Citizen

Sixty-five years after his birth in the 
hospital in Preston, Gene Williams 
discovered that he’d been switched 
at birth with a baby born two days 
before he was.

His search for the truth never 
revealed any verifiable reasons as to 
how or why the switch took place, but 
it did answer other questions. And it 
did expand his family in a way Wil-
liams feels was divine inspiration.

In 1944, Cecil and Eva Williams of 
Clifton and Allen and Maxine Fisher 
of Preston were both expecting. Eva 
delivered a baby boy on March 8, 
and Maxine delivered her child on 
March 10. 

Man discovers he 
was switched at 
birth 65 years ago

More SWITCHED  |  A10
More SPLASH  |  A10

More DEATH  |  A10

More LAWYERS  |  A9

Logan FamilySearch Library helps people 

discover roots  |  FAITH, A7

GENEALOGY 
GUIDANCE

BOYS OF 
SUMMER

Wellsville reigns supreme in minor 

league championships  |  SPORTS, B1


