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The only newspaper in the world that truly cares about Franklin County

 By THAYA GILMORE 
Citizen correspondent

 Eight talented young women 
competed for the Miss Idaho Days ti-
tle last week. 
 Angela Wallentine was chosen 
Miss Idaho Days Queen at the Miss 
Idaho Days Scholarship Pageant Fri-
day, June 29. First Attendant is Emily 
Crosgrove. Second Attendant is Kate-
lyn Womack. Spirit of Idaho Days is 

Megan Byington. 
 They were chosen by five judges 
for their interviewing skills, poise, 
talent and evening gown presenta-
tion. All of the contestants received a 
participant banner, a certificate and a 
flower.
 Mayor Todd Hawkes welcomed 
the audience and participants thank-
ing those who helped with the pag-
eant. “We are in appreciation for all 
of the work that went into this pro-
gram, decorations, and the lights, to 
help make it a memorable evening 
for these contestants.”
 Current 2017 Miss Idaho Days 
Queen, Kaylee Anderson and Bryce 
Wood were Masters of Ceremonies. 
Bryce Wood sang a special song that 
he wrote for the pageant as well as 
performed while the judges made 

their decision.
 During the program, Kaylee An-
derson played a piano solo. Franklin 
County Distinguished Young Wom-
an, Kassi Kunz, also performed a pia-
no solo.
Featuring the contestants, under the 
direction of Farahlyn Hansen and 
Kathleen Robinson, a production 
number “Come Alive,” emphasizing 
the theme for the pageant “Come 
Alive, go and light your light. Let it 
burn so bright.”
 Each contestant receives $100. In 
addition, Miss Idaho Days receives 
$350, First Attendant, $250, Second 
Attendant, $150, and Spirit of Idaho 
Days, $100, put into a scholarship 
fund to be applied upon registration 
of a college of their choice during the 
next five years. 
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By NECIA P. SEAMONS
Citizen editor

  Lightning struck on each side of 
the Franklin County/Bannock Coun-
ty line Sunday evening, July 8, at 
about 7:30 p.m. said Franklin County 
fire marshal Scott Martin.
 Located just east of HWY 91 in 
the hills surrounding Banida, the 
blaze swiftly burned about 150 acres 

in Franklin County, but was con-
tained within about an hour with 
help from agencies in Cache County, 
Bannock County and the Bureau of 
Land Management. Mother Nature 
also lent a hand, dropping heavy rain 
for three or four minutes, said Todd 
Coburn of Franklin County Search 
and Rescue. He was stationed on Ox-
ford Road to control traffic, just east 
of HWY 91.

 In Franklin County, the lightning 
struck in Fox Hollow Road, said Mar-
tin. Land owned by Gail Miller and 
Darrell Geddes was charred. Light-
ning struck near the Oxford Road in 
the Bannock County.
 On the Bannock County side, 
BLM fire crews were on the scene un-
til the blaze was contained on Mon-
day.

Lightning chars hills near Banida
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 Water tankers stand by to support fire trucks fighting fire near the Franklin County/Bannock County line.

By CITIZEN STAFF

  On July 5, 2018, just after 8 p.m., 
officers from the Preston City Police 
Department were dispatched to the 
area of 197 South 300 East in Preston 
after several 911 calls reported citi-
zens hearing people yelling and at 
least one gunshot in the area. 
 Officers arrived on the scene and 
immediately confronted a male iden-
tified as Bret Stanley Hansen. Hansen 
was safely taken into custody. No one 
was injured as a result of the gunshot. 
The department will not be com-
menting further on the details of the 
case as it is still an active police inves-
tigation, said Chief Mike Peterson.
 Two arrests have been made on 
the case. Bret Stanley Hansen was 
booked into the Cache County Jail on 
suspicion of three counts of felony 
aggravated assault, two counts of fel-
ony aggravated battery, and one 
count of misdemeanor discharging a 
firearm within city limits. 
 BreAnn Choules of Preston, was 
also arrested on one count of misde-
meanor battery. The case will be re-
ferred to the Franklin County Prose-
cutor's Office. 

Charges 
follow 
gunshot

By TERESA CHIPMAN
Citizen staff writer

 The National Weather Service 
(NWS) has proposed changes to the 
zones in southeastern Idaho and 
those changes will go into effect Tues-
day, July 10, 2018, at noon, Mountain 
Standard Time. At that time all public 
forecasts and related products will 
use the new zone numbers and 
names.
 The NWS has been using the 
same zones since the mid 1990s and 
feels the current 11 zones do not ac-
curately reflect the weather in vari-
ous sections of the zones, resulting in 
weather warnings and advisories for 
areas that are not actually affected by 
those weather patterns.  
 "NWS Pocatello meteorologists 
have found that our current zone 
configuration does not adequately re-
flect important local differences in 
geography and weather impacts," 
said NWS.
 The changes will increase the 
zones from 11 to 25. NWS says the 
changes are "based on both climato-
logical data, such as average annual 
precipitation, known weather, water 
and climate impacts, and forecaster 
experience. These changes were ex-
tensively discussed and collaborated 
with local and state emergency man-
agers."
 "The new proposed zones will al-
low us to better emphasize local im-
pact areas and provide more accu-
rately watches, warnings, and advi-

Weather 
forecasts 
may be less 
accurate 
locally

Wallentine named Miss Idaho Days

(See WEATHER on page 2)
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 The court of Miss Idaho Days are (left), Megan Byington, Emily Crosgrove, Angela Wallentines and Katelyn 
Womack.


