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ABOUT THIS SPECIAL SECTION

Makeovers bring business boom

Pockets of change mean stronger commercial landscape for city

By BiLL CANTWELL
STAFF WRITER

Now this is a makeover.
In recent years, sev-

eral commercial areas in
Haverhill have gotten major
renovations, boosting the
success of the business com-
munity and giving residents
more places to shop and
dine.

The makeovers have
happened in places like
Monument Square, which

plazas and the downtown,
benefiting nearby compa-
| nies and the business com-
~ munity as a whole.

| While some residents

- complain about problems
| like increased traffic in

| neighborhoods near the
%7: new businesses, Mayor
James Fiorentini and his
planners say the gains far
outweigh the problems.
They point to the creation

went from a collection of old
buildings to sporting a new
plaza anchored by a Wal-
greens. Across the street
is a relatively new CVS, a
symbol of the competition
between the two stores.
The eastern end of down-
town Haverhill has gotten
a huge multimillion-dollar
makeover with the addition
of Harbor Place -- a com-
plex that includes a UMass

Lowell satellite campus and

ing busy White’s Corner,
Basiliere Bridge and the
Merrimack River. The com-
plex also has apartments,
which is adding a residen-
tial element to the eastern
end of downtown.

The restaurant row on

several businesses overlook-
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Proud to be Haverhill’s

hometown newspaper.
100 Turnpike St.
N. Andover, MA 01845
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period of years.

Route 125 near the Plaistow
line continues to grow, with
the addition of new places
to eat such as the 110 Grill
and Five Guys Burgers.
Those restaurants are not
only creating dining variety
for residents -- they are also
pushing existing restau-
rants to renovate, keeping

WHAT'S
INSIDE

History gives way to busi-
ness growth. Page S-3

Restaurant row grows at
N.H. border. Pages S-4, $-5

Biggest face lift is in eastern
downtown. Pages S-6, S-7

Businesses pop up in plaza
parking lot. Page 11

them competitive with the
newcomers.

History has cleared the
way for business in one part
of the city, as St. Gregory
the llluminator Armenian
Church was sold and demol-
ished to make room for a
plaza including a Dominos
Pizza at the busy intersection

ABOUT THE
COVER PHOTO

Dougan Sherwood,
president of the Greater
Haverhill Chamber of Com-
merce, enjoys a bird's eye
view of the Basiliere Bridge
from the chamber's new
offices in the Harbor Place
building at the eastern end
of downtown.

The constructlon of this CVS on Main Street was part ofa
AMANDA SABGA/Staff photos major renovation of Monument Square that happened over a

The Five Guys restaurant near the Plaistow line.

of jobs, more property taxes
coming to the city, the mod-
ernization of old properties
and decrease of blight, and
customers getting a greater
variety of places to spend
their money.

The latest chapter in
the tradition of a strong
Haverhill business commu-
nity features changes to the
commercial landscape and
how they benefit the city.

This special section takes
a look at those changes.

next to City Hall.

The most recent makeover
is the addition of businesses
at Riversedge Plaza, where
a decayed parking lot has
become home to a CVS. A
Burger King restaurant in
on the way.

The new developments are
drawing more customers to
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Atwood Memorial

COMPANY

We are a family owned business providing monuments of unsurpassed quality

for families in the greater Merrimack Valley and Southern New Hampshire. We

offer beautifully carved and lettered memorials, slants and markers. Granite,

bronze, Marble and Slate. We also letter existing monuments and provide
cleaning services.

Route 125, Ward Hill « Haverhill, MA

atwoodmemorialcompany.com atwoodmemorial@comcast.net

In Ward Hill since 1948 978-372-4951

Stone House Farm

276 Washington Street, W. Boxford, MA 01885

978-352-2323

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
MON. - SAT. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. ® SUN. 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Homemade Comfort Food ...
We Make It, You Bake It!

Chicken, Turkey, Beef & Haddock Pies
ready to take home & cook!

Need dessert?
We have a variety
of Pies & Pastries as well.

FRESH EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY

BAKED BEANS, BREAD & PASTRIES

www.nasonstonehousefarm.com




Trading history for business growth

Old church replaced by plaza with Domino's Pizza

By PAUL TENNANT
STAFF WRITER

For nearly 160 years, a
church stood at Main and
Winter streets.

It was built into the side of
a gradually rising hill. It’s one
of Haverhill’s most prominent
locations, with City Hall and
the Haverhill Public Library
on the right side of Main
Street — also known as Route
125 - and the former site of
the church on the opposite
side as one heads north.

Unitarians worshiped in
that now-demolished white |
wooden building during its . s A ~ | by anew plaza containing Church at Hye Pointe com-
early years. The city’s Arme- T . — - = = =——= 3 Domino’s Pizza shop, a bined St. Gregory the Illu-
nian community purchased A Domino’s P|z.z§ shop is now at t!le corner of Main and Winter streets where a church stood  jo11ta1 office and other small  minator Church with Holy
the building in the middle from 1848 until it was torn down in 2017. businesses. The church was ~ Cross Armenian Church of

— | Demolition of St. Gregory the Illuminator Armenian Church
left the building in rubble.

of the 20th century and St. A small stone memorial homeland a little more thana who were slaughtered by the demolished in June 2017 to Lawrence. The Lawrence
Gregory the Illuminator on the church property fac-  century ago and settled in the Ottoman Empire in 1915. make way for the businesses. congregation needed a new
Armenian Apostolic Church  ing Winter Street offered Merrimack Valley. The monu-  Most of those who survived  The congregation moved home. The two parishes

was a fixture there for many a testimony as to why so ment recalls the approxi- the genocide fled. to its new home at 1280 officially merged in 2002. It
years. many Armenians left their mately 1.5 million Armenians ~ Today the site is occupied ~ Boston Road. The Armenian See HISTORY, Page S5
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Since 1965, Bethany Communities has stayed true to our
mission of providing Haverhill seniors with affordable
living in a supportive environment. Our services help

residents age-in-place and our life-enriching programs
keep seniors engaged with their community.
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Route 125 ‘restaurant row’ booming

New restaurants establrshed ones share success

Mike LABELLA
STAFF WRITER

In recent years, sev-
eral commercial areas in
Haverhill have gotten make-
overs, boosting the success
of the business community
and giving residents more
places to shop and dine.

The makeovers have hap-
pened in places like Route
125 near the Plaistow line,

which has added a variety of :

new restaurants including
the Longhorn Steakhouse,
Five Guys Burgers, the 110
Grill and most recently, a
Chipotle Mexican Grill.

A Kobe Japanese Steak-
house is poised to open in
the area as well.

The new businesses are
drawing more customers
to this northern “restau-
rant row,” benefiting other
companies and the business
community as a whole.

While some residents
complain about problems
such as increased traffic in
neighborhoods near the new
businesses, the mayor and
his planners say the gains
far outweigh the problems.

They point to the creation
of jobs, more property taxes
coming to the city, the mod-
ernization of old properties
and decrease of blight, and
customers getting a greater
variety of places to spend
their money.

Route 125 near the
Plaistow line has been
exploding with new busi-
nesses. It’s an area city offi-
cials refer to as Haverhill’s

second restaurant row —
the downtown Washington
Street area is the city’s first
restaurant row.

On the Route 125 res-
taurant row, Mr. Mike’s
restaurant owner Mike
Difeo said that when the
popular 110 Grill restaurant
moved in nearby, he decided
to change Mr. Mike’s to
compete. He invested in
renovations, adding an out-
side dining area and new
signage that is capturing
the attention of passers-by.
Now business is booming at
Mr. Mike’s.

“Remodeling was huge
for us and has increased
our curb appeal,” Difeo
said. “We are a family ori-
ented restaurant and we
offer a variety of family
specials, such as a dinner
for two for $25, including

i ST A w
Cars pass restaurants on the busy Route 125 at the Haverhill
the nickname “restaurant row.”

two entrees, two sides each,
coffee and dessert and our
popular Tuesday night
prime rib special, which
for us is like a busy Friday
night. We cook about 16,
16-pound prime ribs and
offer a 12-ounce portion for
$12, including any two sides.
“We're very fortunate to
have a very large, regular
clientele, so we run specials

up,” Difeo said. “Business
has been very good, and
everyone in this area seems
to be busy, which is great.
People are working, the
economy is good, the unem-
ployment rate is low and it
helps everybody.”

City Councilor William
Macek said new businesses
that have moved onto this

Plaistow border which has gained |

every week to change things |

AMANDA SABGA/Staff photos

Mr. Mike's restaurant on Route 125 has undergone a makeover
that brought it a new sign, outdoor dining and an expanded

Established Over 100 Years and Counting! —

EST. 1888

NN
GREATER HAVERHILL
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

978.373.5663 | www.HaverhillChamber.com

2 Merrimack Street, 3rd Floor | Haverhill, MA 01830
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Celebrating 100 Years! 3 Generations!!

RYAN'S SNOW BLOWERS
& Smau EnGINE

—— We service all machines that are bought at the big home center stores!! —

SNOW BLOWER TUNE-UPS

"Haverhill's Favorite
Snow Blower
Repair Shop”

HONDA
Lawn & Garden

Craftsman MTD

78 KENOZA AVE., HaverHiLL, MA ¢ 978-373- 3431

Customers enjoy the 110 Grill on Route 125.

Established

Haverhill’s Oldest Hardware Store

SHOE CITY HARDWARE

1928

Serving Greater Haverhill for 84 Years

Expert Knowledge and Quality Individual Service

Separates us from the big stores...

133-135 Winter St., Haverhill, MA (978) 372-2220 |2




restaurant row and else-
where in Haverhill not only
create more jobs — they
also add to the city’s tax
revenue. He said the city’s
meals tax strengthens
Haverhill’s finances.

“This translates into
hundreds of thousands of
dollars per year for the city,
and it’s approaching $1 mil-
lion annually,” Macek said.

“The New Hampshire
meals tax is 9 percent, and
we also have the advantage
because we offer water
and sewer,” he said. “For
many businesses, the cost
of installation and main-
tenance of a septic system
and grease traps can be
impractical.”

Dougan Sherwood, presi-

dent and CEO of the Greater

Haverhill Chamber of Com-
merce, said he’s excited

about the recent flood

of new restaurants into
the area of the Haverhill-
Plaistow line.

“I love concentrations of
energy and activity, so it’s
no surprise to see these
restaurants cluster around
themselves,” he said.
“What I hope to see is more
people not from Haverhill
coming to Haverhill and
hopefully some of this
activity will migrate to the
downtown.

“This is all great stuff, so
long as it serves to support
all of Haverhill and in par-
ticular, the restaurants and
businesses that are down-
town,” Sherwood said. “We
want to make sure these
businesses, as a cluster,
are supported in a way that
attracts people to other
parts of the city.”

Mike Difeo,
owner of
Mr. Mike's
restaurant,
lowers an
umbrella

in the new
outdoor
dining area.

TIM JEAN/
Staff photo
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CARTER’S ICE CREAM

A Haverhill Tradition!
Greater Haverhill's “Best” Ice Cream Stand
for the 16th consecutive year.

Your vote is appreciated.

Watch for our Spring Opening!

Presently owned and operated by the Dinan Family
534 Salem St., Bradford, MA (978) 469-8343

COMMUNITY, PROVEN ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE VALUES, STRUCTURE,
DISCIPLNIE SERVICE LEARNING
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
A STREAM APPROACH or YOUR CHILD?

CONSIDER
SACRED HEARTS SCHOOL B m
BRADFORD "

Discover
THE EXPERIENCE!!
FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE VISIT US AT

'—'-a-.

HOUSE

: Tuesday, :
January 29,2019

www.sacredheartsbradford .org
OR CALL US TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

Early Childhood Center
48 Chestnut Street
Bradford, MA 01835

978.374.7161

Grades 1-8
31 South Chestnut Street
Bradford, MA 01835
978.372.5451

www.sacredheartsbradford.org

HISTORY

B Continued from Page S3

was the first such merger to
take place within the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church in
America.

The new parish purchased
the 9-acre site off Boston
Road in the city’s Ward Hill
section. There was a catch,
however. How was the par-
ish going to finance the con-
struction of a new church?

Parishioners determined
the solution was to sell the
church building at Main and
Winter streets and use the
proceeds to pay for the new
church. That was easier said
than done.

It took 15 years to sell the
building and erect the new
church. Nearly a decade ago,
Burger King tried to put a
fast food restaurant at the
church location. The city’s
Board of Appeals rejected
that plan in 2010.

In 2016, the church con-
gregation finally found a
buyer who demolished the
church and built the new
business plaza in its place.

The plan faced consider-
able opposition. The city’s
Main Street Historic District
tried to delay the church’s
sale and demolition, citing
its opposition to the poten-
tial creation of a plaza simi-
lar to those located farther
north on Main Street.

After a proposed ordi-
nance that would have
given the city’s Historical
Commission more say in the
demolition of buildings was
rejected by the City Council,
the parish was able to pro-
ceed with the sale of the old
church to a developer.

Zaharias Iliadis tried to stop
the demolition by offering
to buy the building from the
developer in November 2016.
That effort failed.

More than 300 people
signed a petition protesting
the demolition of the church.

“I was brought up in that
church,” Mann said. She
disputed the contention that
St. Gregory the Illuminator
needed extensive repairs.

A parishioner put a
large amount of money
into repairs at the church,
including a new roof, she
said. Many of the Haverhill
members did not want to
merge with the Lawrence
congregation or raze the
church building, according
to Mann.

“That church meant
so much to the city,” she
said in a recent interview.
The building should have
remained a church - and not
been demolished, she said.

Just up the street, she
pointed out, First Congre-
gational Church sold its
building to Brookwood
Community Church several
years ago.

“They didn’t demolish it,”
she said.

Ever since the demolition,
Mann said, she has avoided
driving by the site of her old
church. It’s too painful, she
explained.

City Councilors Mary
Ellen Daly O’Brien and
Thomas Sullivan were
critical of the plan to put the
plaza with a Domino’s Pizza
across the street from City
Hall.

“It’s still not my prefer-
ence,” Daly O’Brien said of
the current use of the prop-
erty, adding, however, that
people need to “embrace”

GLBANEBS

1950

www.ezwaycleaners.com

Local real estate agent the fact that change
Stephanie Mann and happens.
Established

Peter A. Carbone
David Gaiero

978-372-6631, Ez-Way Cleaners & Laundry, 143 White Street, Haverhill
978-521-1777, Ez-Way Cleaners & Formal Wear, 139 S. Main St., Bradford Square
603-382-3923, Hampstead Dry Cleaners, Colby Corner (Jet. Routes 111 & 121A)
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A new look — and a new twist for business

Harbor Place brings fresh
commercial approach

Mike LABELLA
STAFF WRITER

The biggest commercial
property makeover in
recent years in Haverhill
has happened at the east-
ern entrance to downtown.

There, the old Woolworth
building was demolished
and replaced by Harbor
Place, which includes a
UMass Lowell satellite
campus and a variety of
businesses and apartments.

The $70 million
Merrimack Street Ventures
project is a partnership
between the nonprofit
Greater Haverhill Founda-
tion, the same group that
developed the Ward Hill
Business Park in the 1960s,
and the Planning Office
for Urban Affairs, the non-
profit residential develop-
ment arm of the Boston
Catholic Archdiocese.

“We’ve introduced 54,000
square feet of commercial
office space, which has

created vibrant commercial

activity in an anchor space
at the foot of the Basiliere
Bridge,” said Ron Tromb-
ley, managing director of

the Greater Haverhill Foun-

dation. “The plaza has also
created a beautiful destina-
tion on the riverfront, with
a summer music series last
year and Santa’s Village in
the HC Media space during
the Christmas Stroll, along
with ice carvings on the
plaza.

“The concept is to
keep that plaza as a
vibrant destination for
entertainment on the

waterfront,” Trombley said.

For decades, the empty
Woolworth building stood
at the corner of Merrimack
and Main streets until it
was finally replaced by
the attractive, five-story
commercial building
named Harbor Place and
Pentucket Bank Plaza,
and an adjacent six-story
residential building with
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‘A LOCAL TRADITION SINCE 1952
WE CARRY ONLY THE TOP 10% OF
USDA CHOICE OR PRIME MEATS!

117 MERRIMACK STREET
HAVERHILL, MA 01830

(978) 374-4795

www.haverhillbeef.com

Old Fashioned Butcher & Deli Shop
OPEN 7 DAYS

The Harbor Place complex towers over the intersection below.

first-floor commercial officials said.
space. A public boardwalk The university’s incuba-
along the Merrimack River tor space — called the Inno-
is behind the Harbor Place vation Hub or iHub — is
buildings. located on the third floor
HC Media moved into and offers office and incu-
the first floor of the com-  bator space for new and
mercial building, while growing businesses.
UMass Lowell opened As of Jan. 11, eight start-
a satellite campus on the  up businesses were
second floor. The campus  members of the iHub com-
offers bachelor’s degree munity, while five offices
programs in business, are still available along
criminal justice and psy- with open co-working
chology, as well as mas- space, according to iHub
ter’s classes. More courses officials.
are planned, college In recent months, the

iHub has hosted a variety
of conferences, public hear-
ings and round table dis-
cussions, as well as a civic
technology competition
called “Hack Haverhill,” in
its conference and event
space. The property has
expansive views of Brad-
ford and the Merrimack
River.

More events are planned
throughout the year.

Pentucket Bank moved
its corporate offices and
marketing department
to the fourth floor of the

TIM JEAN/Staff photo

building, while the fifth
floor is partly used by
MTM Insurance.

“There is about 4,000
square feet of unoccupied
space behind HC Media
that we’re currently work-
ing with a strong res-
taurant prospect to fill,”
Trombley said.

The Greater Haverhill
Chamber of Commerce
recently moved out of the
former Landmark Building
on Merrimack Street and
has joined the iHub.

Chamber officials said

Established 1968
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1970
MERRIMACK VALLEY TIRE

AND SERVICE CENTER, INC.

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE DIAGNOSTIC REPAIR
A.S.E. CERTIFIED MECHANICS
merrimackvalleytire@verizon.net

FOUNDATION, INC.|

45 Hilldale Ave., Haverhill 978-373-3561

Established

1973

WE Manufacture RIGHT HERE, IN HAVERHILL!!

AND offer Installation for our vinyl replacement
windows and porch enclosures.
Call or email for your free estimate.

\ync/u;x[rieﬁ »9 "

24, 0OF
racTURERS OF WINDOWS

Family Owned & Openated Scuce 1975

Call for your free estimate
(978) 373-1543

= 77 Newark St., Haverhill, MA
www.ciiwindowsanddoors.com
Email: Sales@ciiwindows.com
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Dougan Sherwood, president of the Greater Haverhill Chamber of Commerce, in the chamber’s new offices at Harbor Place overlooking the eastern gateway to downtown.

People F

that by leveraging the full

perfect for us and it was for a retail/commercial
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enjoy the suite of iHub resources —  really special to have old  customer.
boardwalk including offices, confer- friends and new come The next phase of Harbor
along the ence rooms, event space, together. I really love the  Place is a six floor, 54-unit
river behind faculty collaborations and  energy Haverhill has right market rate apartment
Harbor access to UMass Lowell’s now.” building.
Place. expansive resources — the The Harbor Place resi- “We’re working hard
chamber is well positioned dential building’s ground  towards breaking ground
TIM JEAN/ to expand its programs floor commercial space on  as soon as possible, subject
Staff photo and help speed up eco- Merrimack Street is about to final state permitting,”
nomic growth in Greater to have a new tenant. A Trombley said. “The idea
Haverhill. company called The Com- is to create a separate
Chamber President and  pound will offer weight- identity as the backside of
CEO Dougan Sherwood lifting and specialized the new building will have
said, “2019 will be a big physical training. Trombley a distinctive and differ-
year for our chamber and  said that new business is ent curved styling, which
| 1couldn’t have imagined a poised to open sometime in will create an interesting
better way to kick things February, while the remain- facade as you walk around
off. Our new space is ing space is being targeted it.”
Establzshed Establlshed

1985

e Income Tax Preparation for
Business and Individuals
e Complete Financial Services
e Electronic Filing
Peter L. Staples, C.PA. ¢ Paul M. Accardi, C.PA.

978-372-8910

www.carrstaplesaccardi.com ¢ 495 Main St., Haverhill, MA 01830

ACCARDI P.C.

1997

BRIAN S. DEMPSEY
INSURANCE AGENCY

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS

AUTO » HOME » EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Brian S. Dempsey

60 Bailey Boulevard Telephone (978) 521-2000
Haverhill, MA 01830 Fax (978) 521-5678

Email: dempsins@msn.com

Established 2009 B—
=i _ ‘_J,‘ ‘ 3 For Breakfast!

Raff’s cafe:

620 Primrose Street, Haverhill, MA
978-373-4376

Full menu available for take-out
SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH 7 DAYS A WEEK, 6AM-2PM

=Se = Don't forget to LIKE Raff's Café on Ki
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RE/MAX Main Street Associates

“The friendship of those we serve is
the foundation of our success.”

780 Main Street, Haverhill, MA 01830
978-373-6033

Owners

PN

Ed Mahoney Debbie DiVincenzo Judy Drapeau
(978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033
Direct: (508) 783-9472 Direct: (508) 662-0042 Direct: (508) 633-1222

Agents

Pam Daggett Dick Emery Dalina Fantini Sherrie Frisone
(978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033 978-373-6033
Direct: (508) 572-2544  Direct: (978) 697-8984  Direct: (978) 360-4950  Direct: (603) 401-9777

Eve Katz Kevin McRobbie Gina Pearson Rick Picone
(978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033 (978) 373-6033
Direct: (978) 423-8326  Direct: (978) 376-8093  Direct: (978) 230-1198  Direct: (603) 620-1860




Thank you to all who voted us Haverhill’s Best #1 Siding and Roofing Company in 2018.

We Value and Appreciate all our customers.

Siding & Window Corp

978-372-3260

Fully Licensed and Insured * Free Estimates
coverritecorp.com

Never Roof Again! Call for details.
Get a full 50 year warranty on your new roof.

_ i,
. Certified

Weather Stopper Roofing Contractor An g i ecps I i St
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THERE’S ONLY ONE

HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

IN HAVERHILL ...
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.. S0 make sure you don' miss an issue!
For just $25 a year - only 48¢ per week -

The Haverhill Gazette will arrive at your
home or business every Thursday!

NEWS ¢ SPORTS * ARTS & LEISURE - COMMUNITY CALENDAR « BUSINESS
Convenient home delivery by mail every Thursday!

YES!

I would like to receive THE HAVERHILL GAZETTE for only $25.00 for a year.
($35.00 for out of county mail)

Name Phone

Address Apt. #
City/State/Zip

Payment Amount Payment Method Check #

or call 800-836-7800 to order by Credit Card. MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Discover accepted.

Signature

THE HAVERHILL GAZET]E 100 Turnpike St., N. Andover, MA 01845

St. Augustine School
Nursery to Grade 8

100 Years of Catholic Education
and Academic Excellence

Wisdom ~ Integrity ~ Respect ~ Excellence ~ Devotion

Open House Jan. 28, 2019
9:30-11:00 am & 6:30-8:00 pm

or call to schedule a visit today!
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..our hearts are restless until they can find rest in you.”

Challenging Academic Curriculum
Which Includes:

e Religion (Honors Religion course offered for grade 8), Social
Studies, Science, Literature, Religion, Language Arts, Math
(Algebra-grade 8)

e Art, Computer, Music, Physical Education and Library

e Spanish, Latin and French for Grades 6-8

¢ Reading Support, Math Enrichment and Special Education

Additional Features and Programs:
e State of the Art School Gymnasium
e Early Education Childhood Center for Nursery and PreK
Technology Integration and 1:1 student device programs
(Grades 6-8)
Full Day Options for Nursery, PreK and Kindergarten Programs
Morning and Afterschool Extended Day Program
Basketball, Volleyball and Ski Teams
Variety of afterschool clubs

St. Augustine School

26 Central Street Andover, MA
978.475.2414

www.staugustineandover.org




RiversEdge Plaza
oets new life

By PauL TENNANT
STAFF WRITER

The RiversEdge Plaza, located
on Lincoln Avenue between Riv-
erside Park and the recently built
Groveland Bridge that carries
Route 97 into Groveland, is gain-
ing new economic life.

A new CVS opened in the
plaza in 2016 and construction is
expected to start soon on a Burger
King restaurant. The Registry of
Motor Vehicles moved its service
center from the basement of City
Hall to the plaza in September.

The vast plaza lot offers Regis-
try customers many more spaces
in which to leave their cars than
the cramped City Hall parking
lot. The Registry is using space
that CVS occupied until that store
moved into the new building in the
northwestern corner of the plaza.

A new restaurant, Oyummy
Asian Bistro, opened at the plaza
in February and business has been
very good, according to the man-
ager, John Li. He said he has a very
optimistic outlook on the plaza,
which dates back to the 1960s.

Despite being in operation for
less than a year, Oyummy has
already built up a strong base of
customers, Li said.

“They like that it (the restau-
rant) is very clean and they never
complain about the food,” he said.

Kim Chin, owner of Lincoln
Cleaners which has been at the
plaza for many years, said he is
pleased with the increased com-
mercial activity there.

“It’s good,” he said.

Chin, whose cleaning business
is near the former Building 19
store, which is now vacant, said
he would like to see that property

rejuvenated with a new store.
Harry’s Liquors has also been
at the plaza for many years. Greg
Charshoodian, an affable cashier
at the store who seems to know
every customer, has worked there
for 17 years.
The business has continued to
be “stable” over the years, he said.
The dominant store in Riv-
ersEdge Plaza is Market Basket,
one of three such supermarkets
in Haverhill. Market Basket has
been at the eastern end of the
plaza for more than 20 years.
The other anchor store in the
plaza for many years was Build-
ing 19, which sold a wide variety
of goods at discount prices. That
store closed in December 2013 and
the property remains vacant.
Mayor James Fiorentini and
his administration have been
trying to get a new business to

AN HUTTON/Staff photo
The Burger King under construction in the plaza parking lot.

Other businesses at Riv-
ersEdge Plaza include a Dunkin’
Donuts which has been there for
many years, an Aubochon hardware
store, a ceramics workshop, Super-
Cuts, a Dollar Tree, a CardsMart
that’s been in business for 10 years,
Haverhill House of Pizza, a Subway
that’s been operating for five years,
and Emily’s Bakery.

The new Burger King will be
next to the Dunkin’ Donuts.

take over the former Building 19
space at the western end of Riv-
ersEdge. The mayor at one time
hoped to turn the plaza into a
“lifestyle mall” which would allow
shoppers to walk between shops.
“We had tried to get the three
different groups that own the
plaza together to work on this,
but then the recession hit,”
Fiorentini said of the effort that
happened several years ago.

SAINT MICHAEL SCHOOL

SUNDAY
JANUARY 27, 2019
10:00AM - 12:00PM

Learn About Our Programs For

NURSERY, PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN,
ELEMENTARY (1-4) & UPPER SCHOOL (5-8)

RSVP: www.SaintMichael.com/OpenHouse or 978-686-1862

JANUARY 30, 2019
6:00PM - 8:00PM

WEDNESDAY

BEST
DEAL

No one delivers your
LOCAL NEWS
like

The Eagle Iribune

subscribe for as low as...

$3.25

a week.  Call Today (800) 836-7800

6102 ‘Fz Arenue( kepsiny], « SNOLLIAVYLL TIIHIAAVH « 2UnqLi] -9[3eg] 9Y ], 39 9119ZE) [[IYI9ABH U], WS

Conveniently located off Routes 1-495 & 1-93

80 Maple Avenue, North Andover, MA 01845
978-686-1862 * SaintMichael.com

Offer available to new subscribers only. A new subscriber is someone who has not received home delivery within the past 90 days. At the end of your introductory period, regular rates will apply and delivery
service will continue unless you cancel your subscription. Call for details. All subscriptions will include up to five premium issues per year valued up to $5.00 each including the Thanksgiving edition. Premium
issues are a subscriber benefit included in the current subscription rates. A $4.99 activation fee will be charged on all new subscriptions. This fee is waived when signing up with EZ-Pay, our most cost effective

and hassle-free payment option. With EZ Pay, your credit card or checking account will be debited monthly. Forms must be completed in full. Offer valid until 3/31/19.




Traditional Values - Innovative Future

Pentucket 4%

On Track Together Since 1891°

Contact Us
Let Pentucket Bank be a partner for your future!

Our roots were planted in Haverhill’s downtown
in 1891, creating a solid foundation in the
community and contributing to the growth of
Haverhill’s business district.

The Haverhill Gazette & The Eagle-Tribune « HAVERHILL TRADITIONS ¢ Thursday, January 24,2019  $12

Pentucket Bank once again proved our commiltment to
long-term sustainability and the revitalization of the
City of Haverhill with our contribution to the Harbor
Place development project including the Pentucket

Bank Plaza building at the entrance to downtown. Therese Chahine John Morrow, AVP Patti Guerin, AVP

Branch Manager Sr. Branch Manager Sr. Branch Manager
We are proud to maintain traditional values while Stadium / Lincoln Ave. Main Office / Merrimack St. Westgate / Lowell Ave.
continuing to innovate and contribute to a bright 978-521-3010 978-556-5416 978-556-2010 I

future for our employees, customers and community.  TChahine@PentucketBank.com JMorrow@PentucketBank.com PGuerin@PentucketBank.com

Haverhill, MA ¢ Salem, NH ¢ Hampstead, NH ¢ North Andover, MA

@ NMLS#1630813 Member FDIC. Member DIF.

The FDIC insures all deposits up to $250,000. All deposit amounts above

EQUAL HOUSING - ~
LENDER the FDIC limit are insured in full by the Depositors Insurance Fund (DIF). WWW.PentUCketBank.LOIn
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