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The Best of

Sagebrush
              by Robert Mau

The Herscher Lions Club will present its 45th annual 

Corn Bowl on Friday, July 9th, beginning at 5:00 pm, in 

downtown Herscher.

The festival will feature lots of fresh-roasted sweet corn, 

plus brats and pork sandwiches.

The Silhouettes will provide musical entertainment from 

7 – 10 PM.

Started on a Wednesday night in downtown Herscher 

back in 1976, the Corn Bowl has evolved into one of 

County West’s most popular annual events.

Bring the entire family to Main Street in Herscher for 

music, games and fun!

Corn Bowl Returns 

Friday to Herscher

Squeals BBQ

 Competition Saturday
The Village of Herscher 

will host the sixth annual 

Squeals Showdown BBQ 

Competition on Saturday, 

July 10 on Main Street in 

downtown Herscher.

 Beginning at 5:30 a.m. 

with setup, the event runs 

throughout the day with final 
competition judging at 5 p.m. 

Throughout the day, in ad-

dition to the fragrant smells of  barbecued meat, there will 

also be live music provided by Todd Hazelrigg.

J a y d e n  “ P a w s e s ”  t o 
B e a u t i fy  O u r  W o r l d

Above left, Jayden 

Crane, of Herscher, paints 

paws on the chidren’s 
walkway at Herscher 

Intermediate School in 

order to encourage the 

students to stay in the 

safety zone. Above right 

is the finished project. 
At left, Jayden sits on 

his “Buddy Bench” in 

front of LeeHan Martial 

Arts.

Submitted photos

Jayden Crane, of Her-

scher, has painted paw 

prints at Herscher Interme-

diate School in the student 

walkway to help the chil-

dren know where to safely 

walk on the pavement. 

When asked about the 

project, Jayden said it was 

cool to paint stuff at the 

school and "I liked to paint 

with "traffic" paint." While 
doing the painting, he kept 

saying how he just knew the 

little kids were gonna love 

it. 

Recently, Jayden, who 

is a Member/ Artist of the 

Merchant Street Art Gallery 

of Artists with Autism in 

Kankakee, painted a bench 

as a fundraiser for the gal-

lery.

Wanting to donate it to 

LeeHan Martial Arts, where 

he currently holds a Depu-

ty Belt in Taekwondo, his 

mother, Heather Crane, 

made the winning bid on 

his bench. She states, “Af-

ter picking up our bench, 

we delivered it where it sits 

in front of the studio.”

This is the second "Buddy 

Bench" Jayden has painted. 

The idea behind it is a great 

one. When asked why he 

chose a Buddy Bench, he 

said, "Because they (kids) 

who need a friend can sit on 

the bench and someone can 

be friends with them." 

Heather continues, “Both 

the Art Gallery and the 

Taekwondo studio have 

been so great for Jayden. 

The gallery is great for the 

teachings and experiences 

they've allowed him (like 

practicing public speaking 

at art show openings). 

Masters Lee and Han 

have helped Jayden build 

strength and confidence. 
Neither batted an eye when 

they heard "autism," they 

simply met him where he 

was and built on that. We 

are so blessed!”

In addition to all he 

has worked on and with 

at school, the art gallery, 

and the taekwondo studio, 

Jayden has also kept a paper 

route in Herscher for the 

last 3 1/2 years.

Jayden will be a freshman 

at Herscher High School in 

the fall. He clearly is plan-

ning a colorful future as he 

states, "Life is like a paint-

ing, you start with a blank 

canvas but you can create a 

beautiful painting and leave 

behind a legacy."

A youngster enjoys his corn in a photo from Corn Bowl 

XLIV July, 2019. Last year’s Corn Bowl was cancelled 

due to Covid 19.
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