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The Best of

A WGN News weather 

station and camera were 

installed atop Herscher 

High School last Wednes-

day.  

According to Herscher 

native and WGN Meto-

rologist, Mike Janssen, 

“Brett Miller, Herscher 

Intermediate School’s 

principal, expressed in-

terest in getting a weather 

station a couple of years 

ago. We’re expanding our 

WeatherBug network and 

it gave me an opportuni-

ty to help out my former 

Catching the WeatherBug

A WGN weather station and camera were installed atop Herscher High School 

last week allowing for the WeatherBug capture of this rainbow on Thursday 

morning.
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school.”

The station and camera 

will help the team of me-

teorologists at WGN track 

the weather in Kankakee 

County day and night.

In addition, Herscher stu-

dents will be able to use the 

weather station for a variety 

of educational purposes.

Janssen continues, “Stu-

dents can keep track of 

daily weather. The station 

keeps up to the second 

conditions like temp, wind, 

rain. This data can be 

logged and used for science 

and math applications. If a 

cold front moves through, 

they can see when the 

winds changed and temps 

started to drop. It doesn’t 

just measure rain, it can 

show you exactly when 

the first 0.01” was mea-

sured and the rain rate per 

hour.”

If you would like to 

access the weather view 

from atop Herscher High 

School anytime, just 

download the WeatherBug 

App on your phone or 

tablet.

State Representa-

tive Lindsay Parkhurst 

(R-Kankakee) is hosting a 

blood drive in partnership 

with the American Red 

Cross.  The event is Friday, 

January 17th from 1:00—
5:00pm at the Kankakee 
Public Library, 201 E. 
Merchant Street, 4th Floor.

 Representative 

Parkhurst’s Blood Drive January 17th
Parkhurst’s Blood Drive 

helps local blood banks 

increase their supply after 

the shortages they expe-

rienced over the winter 

holidays.

 “I am hosting this 

event so residents here 

in Kankakee can help 

save lives,” said Rep. 

Parkhurst.  “Blood banks 

are extremely important 

and the shortages they are 

experiencing statewide are 

detrimental to everyone 

here in Illinois.”

 Walk-ins will be wel-

come, but an appointment 

is preferred.  To schedule an 

appointment contact Rep. 

Parkhurst’s office at (815) 
523-7779.

At Monday evening’s HCUSD2 board meeting, the 

board acknowledged the donation of the WGN Weath-

erBug camera and weather station. Mr. Miller, Herscher 

Intermediate School Principal, discussed the educational 

benefits of having the equipment.
Four Herscher High School teachers have received 

National Board Certification: Amy Meyer, Mike Morris, 
Phillip Peacock, and Jessie Rezba. The certification is the 
most respected professional certification available in K-12 
education.

 Brad Elliot, Herscher High School principal, explained 
the positive benefits of having advisory time at the end of 
the day - which is new this school year. Positives include 

a lack of interruptions for fall sports, more participation in 

clubs, and fewer disruptions during the school day.

The calendar for the 2020-2021 school year was ap-

proved. The first day for teachers will be August 18 with 
students beginning on August 19. There will be 4 early 
release days and 4 teachers institute days. 

Regarding personnel, Laura Moran resigned as Lime-

stone Middle School’s Athletic Director effective the end 

of the current school year. Cara Anderson was hired as an 

extra trip bus driver and Kathleen Brown as a Herscher 

Intermediate School Parapro. Matt Patchett will be a Her-

scher HS Volunteer Asst. Fishing Coach.

Vera J. Brantan’s memorial donation to Limestone Mid-

dle School has been honored with a plaque that is dis-

played in the new edition of the school. (See related photo 

on page 4.) 

There was a First reading of HHS Curriculum Guide and 

HHS Parent/Student Handbook for 2020-2021. 
In addition, the board approved the Board Policy Manual 

additions/revisions presented via IASB Press Plus Issue 

102 and the K-8 Parent/Student Handbook for 2020-2021.

School Calendar Approved 

for 2020-2021

The Salvation Army of Kankakee County has all but offi-

cially closed the books on its 2019 Red Kettle Campaign.
Thanks to the support of the community coming down 

to the wire, The Salvation Army was able to go above and 

beyond in holiday toy and food assistance this year – pro-

viding 663 meals and distributing 2,917 toys. 
The fundraising through the iconic red kettles and mailed 

in donations has fallen short of the goal by just over 

$42,000. The funds raised during the Christmas cam-

paign go toward supporting programs throughout the year, 

including shelter, food, clothing, and financial assistance, 
youth programs and camps, emergency disaster services, 

and much more. 

There is still time to help fill that gap through the end of 
January. Those who would like to donate can do so on-

line at sakankakee.org, through the mail to PO Box 1764, 
Kankakee, IL 60901, or in person at the administration 
office at 148 N. Harrison Ave., Kankakee, IL 60901.

Salvation Army Red Kettle 

Falls Short of Goal


