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The Best of

Sagebrush
              by Robert Mau

Milks Grove Churches of Yesteryear
Submitted by Herscher Area Historical Society

Pictured above is the Zion Lutheran Church once lo-

cated in Milks Grove Township, southeast of Herscher 

Circa 1897.
Submitted photo

ty. (From the lroquois Co. 

Genealogy Society)

The church was called 

St. John's Catholic Church. 

It was served by a priest 

from Chebanse. ln 1895, it 

became a part of the Clifton 

parish and was used until 

October of 1950. (From 

Norma Meier)

The church was a mission 

of Assumption BVM Cath-

olic Church in Ashkum. The 

church records were kept 

by an Ashkum priest and 

included in Ashkum church 

entries. It doesn't seem 

logical that the Milks Grove 

parish was a mission of 

Ashkum rather than Clifton, 

but I have transcribed all the 

Ashkum church records and 

know that to be so.

What do we know about 

the Lutheran Church?

The Chebanse Herald 

reported in May of 1899 

that a petition to construct 

a church was circulated in 

the Milks Grove area for the 

German Lutherans. Thus in 

September of 1899, 5 acres 

were given to the church by 

Henry Siedentop, the grand-

father of Art Schultz, locat-

ed 8 miles west and three 

miles south of Chebanse for 

the construction of a house 

of worship for them. Prior 

to that, the German and 

Danish Lutherans had met 

as early as the 1880's in the 

town hall of Milks Grove.

According to reports 

and the records of confir-
mations, Rev. Seehausen 

served that congregation 

for the greater part of his 

ministry at Zion Lutheran 

Church, Chebanse. Services 

were held on Sunday after-

noons. When the weather 

was bad, Pastor Seehausen 

would make the trip on Sat-

urday afternoon with horse 

and buggy, stay with the 

Henry Siemring family who 

lived about 7 miles west of 

Chebanse and then return 

Currently, there are no 

churches in Milks Grove 

Township. But years ago, 

there were two churches in 

Section 26. (See 1904 plat 

map below.) 

Where is section 26? Go 

three miles south of the 

Kankakee-lroquois County 

line on Park Road and then 

two miles east.

Along the south border 

of Section 26 or the 3100N 

Road, there is a school, a 

former Catholic church, 

and home. And on the west 

border of Section 26 or 

the 400E Road, there is a 

church and a residence on 

the west side of the road 

is the location of a former 

Lutheran Church.

What do we know about 

the Catholic Church?

ln 1890, Lemuel Milk do-

nated 8 acres in Section 26 

plus a $5000 donation for 

the construction of a church, 

dwelling and school. Cur-

rently, those 8 acres are 

enclosed in a fence and is 

a separate piece of proper-

later Sunday or early Mon-

day morning. And so God's 

Holy Word and the Sacra-

ments were brought to the 

people west of Chebanse by 

Pastor Seehausen.

Confirmation certificates 
of relatives of Art Schultz 

of Zion, Chebanse, indicate 

Pastor Seehausen was serv-

ing the Milks Grove Luther-

an Church as late as 1917. 

Since in 1909, Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Herscher, 

was founded as a daugh-

ter congregation of Zion 

Lutheran Church, Bonfield, 
some of the members of 

Milks Grove Lutheran 

Church transferred to Trin-

ity and others eventually 

to Zion Lutheran Church, 

Chebanse. One article in 

an early Chebanse Herald 

indicated that the Milks 

Grove Lutheran Church 

was named "Zion". (From 

Zion’s Outreach Mission)

Per Norma Meier: There 

was a cemetery and most 

were reinterred at the 

Evergreen Cemetery in 

Chebanse although a few 

remained.  Can they still be 

seen?

There was also a Luther-

an parsonage which was 

moved a few miles south.

It appears that the Cath-

olic Church had services 

from 1895 to 1950 and 

that the Lutheran Church 

was open from 1899 until 

1917? A picture of the Zion 

Lutheran Church can be 

viewed at the Herscher Area 

Historical Society along 

with other historic pictures 

of Milks Grove Township. 

Please stop by and view this 

display.

lf you know anything 

further on these churches, 

please email Robert Voss at 

robertlvoss@aol.com.

Give a 

special 

greeting 

to your Class of 

2020 

graduate. 
See ads on page 2 (etc.) and 

8 for more information.

On Monday evening, the 

Herscher CUSD2 Board 

approved a “graduation” for 

Herscher HS in which each 

student will be given a time 

and location to meet at HHS 

in their cap and gown wear-

ing a mask and practicing 

social distancing. 

Students will be the only 

people allowed in the build-

ing. Principal Brad Elliot’s 

opening address will be 

recorded, followed by the 

calling of each graduate. 

Each student will walk 

across the stage, receive 

their diploma cover, and a 

professional photo will be 

taken. Students will then 

exit the building and leave.

 A recording of the cere-

mony will be aired/streamed 

on June 26 at 7:00 PM, 

but the process of video, 

photography, and walking 

across the stage will take 

place days, maybe even 

weeks before.

In finances, Supt. Rich 
Decman stated that the 

year’s budget is $400,000 - 

$500,000 in the positive.

A Public Hearing regard-

ing Amending the Budget 

for 19-20FY has been set 

for June 15 at 7 PM.

Also, the board approved 

the following: a School 

Improvement Plan for Her-

scher Intermediate School, 

an E-Learning Plan,  a dec-

laration of district owned 

items as surplus,  property, 

casualty and other insurance 

package for 2020-2021FY, 

renewal of a Treasurers 

“Graduation” 

Approved for 

Herscher HS

(continued on page 3)


