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The Best of

B-Ball Fans - Covid Style

IHSA Covid-19 regulations have limited the number of 

basketball fans as well as where they can sit. However, 

these Herscher High School students were on hand to 

support their team at Wednesday night’s home game 

against Streator.  
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Madigan resigns from 

Illinois House
Former House Speaker Michael J. Madigan, 78, announced on 

Feb. 18 he would step down from the state House of Representa-

tives after 50 years in office.
“I leave office at peace with my decision and proud of the 

many contributions I’ve made to the state of Illinois, and I do so 

knowing I’ve made a difference,” Madigan wrote in a lengthy 

emailed statement.

His initial statement said he plans to retire by the end of the 

month, but by the end of Thursday the letter he submitted to 

the clerk of the Illinois House said his resignation was effective 

immediately, a spokesperson confirmed. His current term, which 
he won in November, would have ended in January 2023.

Madigan, who was the longest serving state House speaker in 

the country, failed to earn enough support to win another term as 

speaker, resulting in the election last month of Speaker Emanuel 

“Chris” Welch.

Madigan’s support within the Democratic caucus began to 

fracture after federal prosecutors revealed last July that utili-

ty giant Commonwealth Edison admitted its executives were 

bribing associates of Madigan in a yearslong scheme in order to 

ensure legislation favorable to the company.

Although he has not been charged and he denies wrongdoing, 

Madigan was forced on the defensive after Republican lawmak-

ers launched a special committee to investigate his involvement 

in the scheme. That committee ended with a partisan finding that 
Madigan did not commit conduct unbecoming of a lawmaker.

By SARAH MANSUR, Capitol News Illinois

1% Sales Tax Referendum 

Proposed for Herscher
Herscher is a very unique 

small town. Its 12 miles of 

streets, sidewalks, and curbs 

set it apart from most vil-

lages of its size.  However, 

those unique attributes have 

become extremely expen-

sive to maintain.  

In addition, the village 

encompasses 2.6 rural road 

miles. With increases in the 

cost to maintain roads, and 

a state tax funding formula 

based on population in-

stead of length of streets, 

the village gets further and 

further behind in required 

maintainence.

As a result, residents 

will soon receive an infor-

mational letter in the mail 

regarding a proposed refer-

endum for a 1% increase in 

sales tax for the purpose of 

street improvements. 

The letter will include 

information about how the 

referendum will help the 

entire community and how 

the increase may impact 

residents.

Informational meetings 

will take place on March 

23, from 7-8 pm and March 

27, from 10-11 am in the 

Village Hall at 272 E Sec-

ond St., Herscher.

In an interview with the 

current Village President, 

Ray Schneider, and up-

coming President, Shan-

non Sweeney, the need for 

additional street funding 

was discussed.

Schneider shared that 

Herscher’s streets are 

falling apart. The $53,000 

received in Motor Fuel 

taxes to take care of streets 

is drastically less than 

what is needed to maintain 

them, since 1 city block 

costs $41,000 to overlay. 

He explained, “We need to 

overlay 4 city blocks per 

year to sustain the streets. 

That amount excludes any 

ADA required improve-

ments, signs, and lighting. 

It is inadequate.”

He added, “We save up 

a few years in order to do 

a couple of blocks, and 

then the funds are all gone. 

All of the roads are at the 

age where they are falling 

apart. We have applied for 

grants, but it just is not 

enough to cover what we 

need.”

Sweeney stated, “Just to 

do Main Street, we would 

have to save our Motor Fuel 

taxes for 9 years.” 

A Catch - 22 situation 

exists in making decisions 

about road resurfacing. 

The cost of tar and chip is 

cheaper, but has to be re-

done every 5 years. Asphalt 

lasts 25 years, but the initial 

expense is very high.  

More than 350 municipal-

ities within the state have 

increased sales tax. Brad-

ley’s sales tax is 7.25%, 

Kankakee and Dwight are 

both 8.25%.

Not included in the 1% 

tax are groceries, prescrip-

tions, medical appliances, 

and titled or registered 

property (cars, trucks, boats, 

etc.). 

Sweeney stressed , “A lot 

of this tax could be paid 

by people passing through 

Herscher.”

On April 6th’s Consolidat-

ed Election ballot, Herscher 

residents will be asked to 

approve a 1% increase in 

sales tax for the purpose of 

street improvements. The 

need for the increase is 

evident if residents want to 

maintain suitable streets for 

the future.

Park Projects Top Board Meeting 
At Monday’s evening’s 

Herscher Village Board 

meeting, John Branz start-

ed the meeting by saying 

that the village was in good 

financial standing.
The fence at Lions Park, 

which was damaged by the 

flooding last summer, will 
be replaced soon. The cost 

of the fence replacement 

will be covered by insur-

ance. 

Andy Cotter stated that 

they received a bid for over 

$20,000 to replace the press 

box at Village Park. So 

that project will have to be 

placed out for bid.

 Additionally, the roof of 

the pavilion at Leiser Park 

has deteriorated and needs 

to be replaced at a cost of 

$14,650. 

The board also announced 

that Comed will be updating 

the light bulbs to LED’s 

around the village in the 

coming months. 

Following the Board 

meeting, a brief finance 
meeting occurred where it 

was announced that there 

will be a public Q & A 

session to explain the tax 

referendum.

 The dates for the Q & A 

sessions are Tuesday, March 

23rd at 7 pm and Saturday 

March 27th at 10 am.

 The board also expressed 

appreciation for the work 

done to keep the village 

clean and safe during the 

recent snow events.


