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The Best of

Sagebrush
              by Robert Mau

The Drug Enforcement 

Agency (DEA) has issued 

a Public Warning regarding 

a growing number of fake 

pills bought online that are 

being laced with potential-

ly lethal amounts of the 

synthetic opioid fentanyl. In 

addition, an animal tran-

quilizer, xylazine, has been 

recorded in a number of 

deaths nationwide recently. 

There have been 34 con-

firmed overdose deaths in 
Kankakee County this year 

with five additional cases 
pending final toxicology. 28 
of the 34 overdose deaths 

this year have been attribut-

ed to fentanyl and two of 

the deaths have also includ-

ed xylazine. 

Some of the most com-

mon counterfeit pills are 

made to look like pre-

scription opioids such as 

oxycodone (Oxycontin®, 

Percocet®), hydrocodone 

(Vicodin®), and alprazolam 

Harvest Time

Harvesting is underway in the County West area.  Andy Cotter, district manager of 

Alliance Grain states, “About 1/2 of beans and 1/3 of corn have been harvested with 

a yield similar to last year’s. Both the quality and yield are good.” As always, please 

remember to be patient with slow moving farm implements during harvest time.
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Deadly Drug Warning from DEA

Comfort dogs, Mahlah and Bethany visited the three-

year-old class at Trinity’s Little Lambs Preschool on 

September 29. Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Com-

fort Dogs are friends who bring a calming influence, 
allowing people to open up their hearts and receive 

help.
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Comfort Dogs Visit 

Little Lambs

(Xanax®); or stimulants 

like amphetamines (Adder-

all®). 

Fake prescription pills 

are widely accessible and 

often sold on social media 

and e-commerce platforms 

– making them available to 

anyone with a smartphone, 

including teens and young 

adults. 

These counterfeit pills 

have been seized by DEA in 

every U.S. state, and in un-

precedented quantities. The 

Drug Enforcement Admin-

istration warns the Ameri-

can public of the alarming 

increase in the lethality and 

availability of fake prescrip-

tion pills containing fentan-

yl and methamphetamine. 

International and domestic 

criminal drug networks are 

mass-producing fake pills, 

falsely marketing them as 

legitimate prescription pills, 

and killing unsuspecting 

Americans. 

These counterfeit pills are 

easy to purchase, widely 

available, and often contain 

deadly doses of fentanyl. 

Pills purchased outside of 

a licensed pharmacy are 

illegal, dangerous, and 

potentially lethal. 

This alert does not apply 

to legitimate pharmaceuti-

cal medications prescribed 

by medical professionals 

and dispensed by pharma-

cists.

The only safe medications 

are ones prescribed by a 

trusted medical professional 

and dispensed by a licensed 

pharmacist. Any pills that 

do not meet this standard 

are unsafe and potentially 

deadly. DEA has launched 

the public awareness cam-

paign, One Pill Can Kill, 

to educate the public on 

dangers of counterfeit pills 

and how to keep Americans 

safe. For more information, 

visit DEA.gov/onepill.

Village Board Sets 
Trick or Treating Hours

At Herscher’s village board meeting on Monday 

evening, the board discussed the issue of some residents 

not receiving garbage pick up, especially in alleys. The 

issue can be resolved by calling the village hall at 815-
426-2131. Residents should call as soon as they realize 
their garbage hasn’t been picked up. 

Also, the WWTP Package Plant upgrades need ad-

ditional work of filling holes in the floor, so a change 
order was approved, which should be covered by insur-

ance. 

Bob Voss noted that several sidewalks on the west side 

of town are in need of repair and suggests that a replace-

ment program should be planned.

In addition, three Planning and Zoning Board recom-

mendations were approved by the board.

Trick or Treating hours have been set in Herscher for 

4 - 6:30 PM on Sunday, October 31.


