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Bauer’s Hearse Unveiled for Labor Day Parade
Norman Bauer, 89, of
Bonfield, owns a rare treasure, an 1892 Horse Drawn
Hearse.
According to Bauer, the
Hearse was in the Kankakee Centennial parade in
1953 when it was owned by
Burton Hertz, past owner of
Hertz funeral home.
The Hertz family stored it
in their corn crib about three
miles from Bauer’s rural
property.
He states, “I had a brandnew combine at the time
and Mrs. Hertz asked me
for a ride in it. When I took
her home, she started to cry
because seeing the Hearse
made her think of her husband inside it. So, she sold
it to me for $35 in 1953.”
He brought it out of his
tool shed recently and it is
in superb condition, even
though it had been stored
there for 25 years.
Designed to be pulled by

Norman Bauer of rural Bonfield poses by his 1892 horse drawn Hearse. After 25
years of being in storage, the Hearse is scheduled to appear in Herscher’s Labor
Day Parade on September 6. The details of the interior of the Hearse can be seen in
the photos below. It even contains a basket for transferring the body.
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two horses, the Hearse can
hold lanterns on each side
of the driver.
The hand-carved wood
details on the outside display the craftmanship of a
bygone era. Inside is a roller
that allows for easy removal
of the casket.
The basket within the
Hearse carried the deceased
from the house to the
Hearse. The thick curtains
inside appear to be original.
Everything is well-preserved and will be polished
and shined for the Herscher
Labor Day Parade.
Although it hasn’t been
out for 25 years, Bauer
thought it would be fitting
to bring it out for Herscher’s Labor Day Centennial Parade, on one condition.
Bauer states “I am not
going to be the last thing in
the parade, though. I want
to be ahead of the tractors.”

Kids Day Returns Sept. 4

On Saturday of Labor Day weekend in Herscher, a relatively new activity will take place - a Kids Day featuring
softball and baseball in Village Park.
To participate, children’s parents should sign up
through the Herscher Youth Softball/Baseball Facebook
pages, or show up that day during their child’s designated
time slot.
The day’s schedule is as follows:
11:30 am - Register Your Child For Softball/Baseball
Time Slots
12:00 pm - 3rd thru 5th Grade Softball Game with Pitching Machine
1:30 pm - 6th thru 8th Grade Softball Game
3:00 pm - 7 and 8 year old Baseball Game with
Pitching Machine
4:30 pm - 9 and 10 year old Baseball Game
6:00 pm - 11 and 12 year old Baseball Game
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See page 2.

And They’re Off...
The Herscher High School football team takes the field at Friday evening’s Sports
Preview Night as parents and students were on hand to watch their fall teams scrimmage.
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