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Several South Haven eater-
ies have decided to limit their 
hours of operation at the bus-
iest time of the year for the 
industry.

This month, Clementine’s 
restaurant in downtown South 
Haven became the latest eat-
ery to cut back its hours due to 
a lack of workers. Now until 
Labor Day weekend, Clemen-
tine’s will be closed on Sun-
days.

It was a move that shocked 

not only restaurant patrons, 
but community offi cials.

“To see an iconic South 
Haven establishment such as 
Clementine’s having to im-
plement temporary closures 
really gives a clear picture of 
the magnitude of this (worker 
shortage) crisis,” said Kathy 
Wagaman, executive direc-
tor of the South Haven Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Clementine’s management 
said they felt they had no oth-
er option.

“Since we are short-staffed 
almost every shift, the people 
who are working have an ex-
ceptionally heavy load,” said 
Sue Frederick, a manager at 
Clementine’s. “If normally we 

have eight people cooking on 
the line, we might have four 
or fi ve, and so then they are 
doing the work of two people 
for the entire shift, including 
setting everything up in the 
morning and cleaning the 
whole kitchen after we close.”

Frederick added: “We are 
happy just to have the employ-
ees we do have. We are defi -
nitely paying them bonuses all 
summer long in appreciation 
of their hard work and the fact 
that they keep showing up, 
day after day, for a tough job.”

Throughout Michigan, 
dining establishments have 
suffered greatly since health 
restrictions to ban the spread 
of COVID-19 fi rst took effect 

in March 2020. Earlier this 
spring, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services allowed restaurants 
to open their doors to indoor 
diners, but at a limited capac-
ity.

Most restaurants in the 
South Haven area were able 
to keep up with the number of 
customers at that time. How-
ever, when capacity restric-
tions were lifted at the start 
of South Haven’s summer 
tourism season, a lack of staff 
forced a number of restaurants 
to cut their hours.

A few, like The Congre-
gation, a new restaurant that 
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Due to worker shortages this summer, Clementine’s restaurant in 
downtown South Haven will be closed on Sundays through Labor 
Day weekend.

PRESERVING HISTORY

Volunteers from the Star of 
the Lake Masonic Lodge and 

the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War Preservation 

Team took time out earli-
er this month to conduct 

their annual cleaning and 
preservation of U.S. Military 
veteran gravestone markers 

in LakeView Cemetery in 
South Haven. A number of 

gravesites in the historic 
section of the cemetery 

contain gravestones of mil-
itary personnel who served 

in wars as far back as the 
War of 1812. The photo 

above shows Gary Swain 
of the Sons of the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War 

Preservation Team cleaning 
the grave marker of James. 

H. Holdsworth who served 
in the Civil War. The photo to 

the right shows a group of 
volunteers cleaning grave-

stones and markers.
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When Baseline Middle 
School students return to 
school this fall, they will be 
greeted by a new assistant 
principal.

Earlier this month, the 
South Haven Board of Edu-
cation approved the hiring of 
Sara Folkert for the position.

She replaces Listy Smith, 
who was hired earlier this 
year as the district’s director 
of instructional services – a 
position created to provide 
support for the district’s on-
line learning program that 
came about as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Folkert, whose starting an-
nual salary will be $77,000, 
has 18 years of experience 
in the education fi eld in both 
California and Michigan.

She comes to South Hav-
en after serving as a STEM 
teacher for Hamilton Com-
munity Schools, a position 
she held since 2019.

Prior to that, she worked as 
a nature-based, third-grade 

teacher for 
Sandyview 
Elementary 
in Holland, 
an interven-
tion coor-
dinator and 
c o m p u t e r 
teacher at 
Hamilton Middle School, 
and a gifted coordinator and 
math/science teacher for Hol-
land Christian Schools.

Before moving to Michigan, 
she served as middle school 
math and science teacher 
for Gateway School in Santa 
Cruz, Calif., a middle school 
science and language arts 
teacher at Cupertino Middle 
School in Sunnyvale, Calif., 
and a middle school language 
arts teacher in Monte Vista 
Christian School in Watson-
ville, Calif.

She has a school adminis-
trator certifi cate from Grand 
Valley State University, a 
master’s degree from the 
University of California at 
Santa Cruz and a bachelor of 
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In the mid-1990s, voters 
here approved a millage pro-
posal to address narcotics-re-
lated crimes occurring in and 
around the City of South Ha-
ven.

Law enforcement offi cials 
hope city voters will once 
again approve the ballot issue 
for at least fi ve more years.

Registered city voters will 
get a chance to say yes or no 
on the ballot proposal in No-
vember.

Council members voted 
unanimously Monday to put 
the narcotics millage issue on 
the Nov. 2 ballot.

The ballot will ask voters 
if they would like to renew 
0.6612 mills to pay for ef-
forts to control narcotics 
use and sales in and around 
the city, plus an additional 
0.0388 mills for a total of 7 

mills for fi ve years.
The proposal includes the 

increase of .0388 mills to re-
set the millage amount to 0.7 
mills, a fi gure that was estab-
lished in 2007 when city vot-
ers approved an amendment 
to cap the narcotics millage 
at no more than 0.7 mills, 
according to City Manager 
Kate Hosier

“That proposed amend-
ment was approved by the 
voters in 2007 for a period of 
5 years,” Hosier said.

However, since that time, 
due to Michigan’s Headlee 
Rollback law, the narcotics 
millage proposal was rolled 
back twice, fi rst in 2011 and 
then in 2016.

Funds from the millage are 
used to fund two police offi -
cers that are assigned to nar-
cotics investigation teams as 
well as a portion of the K-9 

Officials put narcotics 
millage on Nov. ballot
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