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In the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic, with students still learn-
ing online and parents working 
from home, municipal leaders in 
the South Haven area are painfully 
aware of the need for reliable inter-
net service.

Finding a way to provide the ser-
vice to will take time, but city and 
township offi cials are beginning to 
discuss the possibility of creating 
a municipal fi ber-to-the-home net-
work.

“Access to broadband and high-
speed internet is vital to people’s 
ability to work, learn and carry out 
business. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has made it more imperative than 
ever,” said South Haven Department 
of Public Works Bill Hunter in a re-
port to the city council in December.

To help make such a broadband 
network a reality, the city’s Board 
of Public Utilities electrical system 
could possibly be utilized, some-
thing already being done in neigh-
boring Holland and in Traverse City, 
according to Hunter.

The Board of Public Utilities sys-
tem not only generates electrical 
power for the city of South Haven, 
its lines also extend into portions 
of South Haven, Casco and Geneva 
townships.

But exactly how much a munici-

pal broadband system would cost to 
create, how far it would extend into 
surrounding townships and who 
would be in charge of operating and 
maintaining it are questions that still 
need to be answered.

There are still a lot of unknowns at 
this point, according to city Manag-
er Kate Hosier. “A study is needed 
to help understand what options are 
out there.”
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Thanks to two federal grants and 
the generosity of a business own-
er, plans will proceed this fall for 
construction of a bike path along 
a heavily traffi cked portion of 
Phoenix Street and resurfacing of 
the road from 73rd Street to 71-1/2

Street.
City staff has been working fi nd-

ing funds for the two projects since 
2019. Construction of the bike 
path from 73rd Street to Veterans 
Boulevard was estimated to cost 
$140,000, while resurfacing of the 
road, $378,000.

Luckily in 2020, the city received 
federal Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality funding for the bike 
path and Small Urban funding for 
the road improvement.

“The grants will pay for about 
80 percent (of the two projects),” 
Dopp said.

But one piece was still missing 
for the two projects to proceed – 
acquiring an easement in front of 
Sherman’s Dairy for construction 
of the 15-foot-wide bike path.

However, to receive the two 
grants for the project, the city had 
to meet several requirements for 
obtaining an easement.

“Anytime you deal with the fed-
eral government, they require 
right-of-ways to be certifi ed and all 
easements (acquired) at fair-mar-
ket values,” said Department of 
Public Works Director Bill Hunter.

An assessment of the property 
indicated the easement would cost 
the city a little over $30,000. But 
acquiring it would be necessary 
for construction of the bike path, 
according to City Engineer Mike 
Dopp.

“The Sherman’s Dairy Bar parcel 
is one location that an easement is 
required to place the bike path,” 
he said. “The easement is approx-
imately 15-feet wide and goes the 
entire length of the property. There 
are also two smaller easements for 
drainage structures along with two 
temporary easements required for 
grading purposes.”

Luckily, however, the Holland, 
Mich.-based Ellens Family 2017 
Trust, which owns Sherman’s 
Dairy Bar, decided to help out the 
city by not charging for the ease-
ment.

“The Ellens Family is generous-
ly donating the easements which 
had a total fair market value of 
$30,600,” Dopp said.

With the grants and easement 

Plans proceed 
for bike path 
extension 
along Phoenix 
Street
Business owner provides 
easement free of charge

After a relatively mild winter so far this year, 
Southwest Michigan along with much of the rest of 
the country was dealt a cold wintry blast of Arctic air 
last week that resulted in more than a foot of snow 
being dropped on the South Haven area. The frigid 
temperatures and snow kept many people, like Chris 
Hauck (shown above) busy clearing driveways and 
sidewalks. Private and municipal snowplow opera-
tors also stayed busy through the early part of the 
week clearing roadways and sidewalks of snow. Feb-
ruary’s colder-than-normal temperatures fi nally led 
to water starting to freeze on Lake Michigan and the 
Black River. The photo to the right shows pancake 
ice forming on the Black River near the South Side 
Marina early last week. Pancake ice typically forms 
on water that is covered to some degree with slush 
that forms the elevated rims of the round pieces of 
ice, according to information from the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution.
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Work is now underway for the new $7 
million Holiday Inn Express on Phoenix 
Road in South Haven Township.

When completed in the spring of 2022, 
the building will feature Holiday Inn 
Express’s newest design and its accom-

panying features, according to Amish 
Patel, president of the Mahi Group that 
is developing the new hotel in South Ha-
ven Township.

“It will be the latest Holiday Inn Ex-
press product out there,” he said.

It will also be the second Holiday Inn 
Express on Phoenix Road in the town-
ship. The current Holiday Inn Express – 
across the street from the one now under 
construction – has been there for well 
over a decade. Township offi cials have 

speculated the existing hotel may be re-
branded into another franchise.

But for now the possibility exists there 
could be two Holiday Inn Express ho-
tels on Phoenix Road, according to Ed 
Vandeneck of Edge Hospitality, which 
manages the current Holiday Inn Ex-
press.

“We’ll cross that bridge when we 
get to it,” Vandeneck said. “We got an 

Dueling Holiday Inn Expresses in SH?
New $7M hotel setting up shop 
across from old Holiday Inn Express
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Construction is now underway on a new $7 million, 78-room Holiday 
Inn Express on Phoenix Road in South Haven Township. When com-
pleted it will mark the fourth hotel to locate on Phoenix Road just 
east of I-196.
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