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Welch Foods to expand

By JULIANA KNOT
HP Staff Writer

LAWTON — Local grape 
growers have reason to be juiced 
about Welch Foods’ coming ex-
pansion.

Welch Foods, together with 
the Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corp. and Gov. Gretch-

en Whitmer, have announced a 
planned expansion of their Law-
ton plant. The project will result 
in 57 new jobs in Southwest 
Michigan.

“Having this new investment 
by the company is a clear sign 
that they value the site; they are 
reinvesting and see it as a long-
term part of their future,” said 
Zach Morris, executive director 
of Market Van Buren economic 
development group.

The company reached out to 
Market Van Buren in early 2021, 
Morris said, but has been discuss-

ing this for four to fi ve years.
The project is expected to gen-

erate a total investment of $26.2 
million, according to a news re-
lease. The expansion is support-
ed by $588,725 in Community 
Development Block Grant funds 
awarded to Van Buren County. At 
least 30 of the 57 new jobs will 
be held by low- to moderate-in-
come individuals in order to meet 
national CDBG standards, the re-
lease stated.

Additionally, the expansion is John Madill / HP file photo

The Welch’s plant in Lawton, pictured above on April 16, 2012, is set to expand its 
operations after securing grant funding.

Market VB director: Move 
solidifies relationship 
with SWMI grape growers

Great Lakes Eyecare plans to open new office in SH
By BECKY KARK
Editor and general manager

Within the next several 
months, construction will 
begin to convert a former 
restaurant into new quarters 
for a professional eye care 
practice.

Great Lakes Eye Care 
plans to renovate the for-
mer AJ’s Surf N Chirp into 
a new medical facility at 570 
Broadway Ave. South Ha-
ven Planning Commission 
approved the company’s site 
plan, Thursday. Benton Har-
bor-based Tera Architects, 
which is overseeing the proj-
ect, expects the renovation 
and expansion will cost an 
estimated $520,400.

Great Lakes Eye Care 
proposes to renovate the 
existing 1,665-square-foot 
building and construct a 
new 885-square-foot addi-
tion to the north side of the 
structure to accommodate 
a 260-square-foot waiting 
room and seven exam rooms.

“We’re hoping by June to 
be in there,”said Jim Duryee, 
administrator Great Lakes 
Eye Care, which is based in 
St. Joseph and has two other 
offi ces in Niles and Misha-
waka.

Great Lakes Eye Care 
had been leasing space 
for its medical practice at 
412 Phoenix St., in down-
town South Haven, for the 
past 13 years, but when the 
COVID-19 pandemic began 
in 2020, the offi ce was tem-
porarily closed and its pa-
tients seen at the St. Joseph 
offi ce. When the owners of 
the downtown building an-
nounced they had planned 
to sell the building, Great 
Lakes Eye Care began look-
ing for new quarters.

“We were asked to vacate 

and decided we’d like to 
move and make a new home 
in South Haven,” Duryee 
said.

Planners were pleased 
Great Lakes Eye Care chose 
the building at 570 Broad-
way Ave. for a new offi ce 
and the plans they have to 
renovate and add on to the 
existing structure.

Located at the corner of 
Broadway and Green Street, 
the building had been vacant 
for several years.

“That corner is going to 
look a whole lot better,” 

planner Michael Neiss re-
marked.

Planners approved the 
site plan unanimously with 
the following conditions: 
the developer work with 
city staff to provide more 
details about parking lot 
aisle dimensions and traffi c 
patterns; install additional 
screening along the remain-
der of the west property line; 
and provide any additional 
permits deemed necessary 
for the completion of the 
project from any local, state 
or federal authority.
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Great Lakes Eye Care plans to renovate and build an addition onto the building at 570 Broadway Ave. 
formerly occupied by AJ’s Surf and Chirp restaurant.

Brown to run for 
new state house seat
By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

South Haven resident An-
nie Brown has announced 
her candidacy for a seat 
on the Michigan House of 
Representatives.

“I am a common sense 
Democrat who believes in 
building bridges and work-

ing with ev-
eryone on 
the political 
s p e c t r u m 
to get work 
done, solve 
p r o b l e m s 
and make 
life better 
for fami-

lies and businesses in our 
beautiful corner of Michi-
gan,” Brown told The Her-
ald-Palladium on Tuesday.

She said she formally an-
nounced her candidacy at a 
Benton Harbor City Com-
mission meeting Monday.

As a former business 
owner, educator and school 
board member, Brown 
will run for the state’s new 
House District 38 which 
hugs about 75 miles of the 
Lake Michigan Shoreline 
from the Indiana state line 
through Berrien County to 
north of Douglas in Allegan 
County.

The new district created 
as part of Michigan’s Cit-
izens Redistricting Com-
mission’s plan for voting 
districts also includes part 
of Van Buren County. The 
plan was adopted last week.

State Rep. Mary White-
ford, R-Casco Township, 

lives in the new District 38 
but cannot run for reelec-
tion because of term limits.

“I’m running for state rep-
resentative because small 
businesses, small towns 
and farmers need a fi ghter 
in Lansing who will make 
sure their voices are heard,” 
said Brown, 60. “I’ll be a 
strong advocate for clean 
drinking water, better jobs 
and better wages.”

Brown and her husband, 
Jeff Filbrandt, raised three 
children in South Hav-
en and owned Filbrandt 
Family Funeral Home for 
20 years before selling it 
to Starks Family Funeral 
Homes.

Brown taught preschool 
and served on the South 
Haven Board of Education 
for 13 years.

“I grew up in a small town 
in northern Michigan,” she 
said. “My fi rst job was 
cleaning Lois’s Beauty Sa-
lon. My parents taught me 
at an early age that any job 
worth doing is a job worth 
doing well. I’ve worked 
hard all my life and I’ll 
keep working hard for fam-
ilies of the Lakeshore Dis-
trict when I’m in Lansing.”

Most recently Brown 
worked for three years as 
the West Michigan region-
al coordinator for U.S. 
Sen. Gary Peters. She is a 
member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Senior Services 
of Van Buren County and 
United Christian Services 
of Van Buren County.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 

932-0359, Twitter @HPSwidwa
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Boiled water advisory 
lifted in South Haven

A number of South Ha-
ven residents, businesses 
and schools were under a 
boiled water advisory for 
several days last week fol-
lowing a water main break 
in the northern portion of 
the South Haven Water and 
Sewer Authority district.

The authority issued the 
advisory Monday morning 
and lifted it at approximate-
ly 5:30 p.m. Wednesday.

In a news release issued 
shortly after lifting the ban, 
Department of Public Works 
Director Bill Hunter stated, 

“The South Haven Water 
& Sewer Authority, in con-
junction with the Michigan 
Environment, Great Lakes 
& Energy, has determined 
it is no longer necessary to 
use bottled water or boil wa-
ter before drinking or cook-
ing. Appropriate corrective 
measures have been taken 
and follow-up sampling has 
confi rmed no Coliform bac-
teria in the water supply.”

The water main break oc-
curred in the 900 block of 
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The South Haven Ice Rink becomes a popular spot after the Christmas holiday season, with a number of special events sched-
uled. One will be coming up Monday, Jan. 17, when the South Haven Kiwanis Club will sponsor a free evening of ice skating for 
students from 4-6 p.m. The ice rink is located at the Huron Street Pavilion, downtown South Haven. Other special events include 
Police Department Night, Jan. 21, Local Celebrity Night, Jan. 29, TikTok Night with DJ Abel, Feb. 12, and Disney Family Skate 
Night, Feb. 26. Visit southhavenicerink.com for more information about events.

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR SKATING

See WATER, page A2

See WELCH, page A2


