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Ambitious development planned for downtown

By BECKY KARK
Editor and general manager

With the $2.7 million res-
toration of the three-story 
former Hale building near-
ing completion, developer 
Randy Locker of South Ha-
ven is now turning his atten-
tion to an even more ambi-
tious project — the creation 
of a large development that 
will not only provide more 
retail and residential units 
downtown, but additional 
public parking, green space 
and public restrooms.

Locker unveiled the pro-
posed multi-million dollar 
development proposal to the 
community last week during 

two open houses at South 
Haven city hall that were at-
tended by approximately 40 
people.

Wayne Balser, owner of 
Johnny’s Lakeshore Jewelry 
at the corner of Center and 
Phoenix streets was one of 
them.

“We are the lakeshore com-
munity where people want to 
be,” he said. “We need some-
thing downtown that refl ects 
that.”

Balser’s business is part of 
the former Hale block on the 
east side of Center Street be-
tween Quaker and Phoenix 
streets. Locker purchased 
the conglomeration of old, 
vacant buildings three years 

ago. He decided to restore 
the historic three-story build-
ing at the corner of Center 
and Quaker streets, but last 
year, tore down the remain-
ing ones, with the exception 
of the one-story structure 
that houses Johnny’s Jewel-
ry and Decadent Dogs that 
front Phoenix Street.

The now vacant property 
will be the center piece of 
a large mixed-use develop-
ment that would contain a 
four-story building consist-
ing of retail space on the fi rst 
fl oor and 18 apartments on 
the upper fl oors. Next to it 
would be a fi ve-story build-
ing with retail on the fi rst 
fl oor and 12 condominiums 
on the upper four levels. 
Thirty-two parking spaces 
for residents would be locat-
ed in the lower level of the 

two buildings.
The portion of the pro-

posed development that can 
prove to be benefi cial to 
the public will be accessed 
to the rear of the retail-res-
idential buildings in what is 
now a former parking lot and 
vacant land sandwiched be-
tween the former three-sto-
ry Hale building and the 
three-story Carpet Shop 
building on Quaker Street 
that is also owned by Locker.

In that area, Locker pro-
poses to create green space, 
restrooms and a pedestrian 
alley that will lead from the 
city parking lot on Quak-
er Street to Center Street. 
He also proposes to work 
with the city to convert the 
Quaker Street parking lot to 
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A preliminary sketch of a mixed-use proposed development of the 
former Hale block on Center Street in downtown South Haven is 
shown. The block right now consists of a three-story historic build-
ing whose restoration is nearing completion. Next to it would be 
a four-story and five-story mixed-use complex for retail use and 
residential units.

Proposed project includes more retail and 
residential space, public parking and restrooms 

A tribute to those 
who gave all

By KIM INGALLS
For The Tribune

BANGOR — With Me-
morial Day looming last 
week, one small town in 
Van Buren County honored 
military veterans in a big 
way.

Bangor city leaders and 
volunteers have worked for 
the past three years to cre-
ate a new veteran’s memo-
rial in Arlington Cemetery.

Prior to Memorial Day, 
during a special ceremony 
attended by state lawmak-
ers, city offi cials, military 
personnel and Bangor na-
tive and Medal of Honor 
recipient Jim McCloughan, 
the memorial was dedi-
cated to veterans past and 
present.

State Sen. Aric Nesbitt, 
R-Lawton, was one o the 
guest speakers.

“I’m honored to speak at 
the dedication of the new 
veterans memorial,” he 
said. “God bless our veter-
ans. To understand where 
we are going as a country, 
we must fi rst remember 
where we have been.

The memorial’s focal 

point is a cannon ball mon-
ument that was restored. 
The monument is surround-
ed with a tall fl ag pole fl y-
ing three fl ags. Other fl ags 
also mark off the site.

Also participating in the 
ceremony were members of 
the South Haven and Ban-
gor American Legions, Lest 
We Forget, Civil War re-en-
actors and the Kalamazoo 
Pipe Band. Several area re-
ligious leaders led the pro-
gram, which also included 
remarks from Mayor Dar-
ren Williams and Bangor 
Cemetery Committee mem-
ber and Mayor Pro Tem 
Lynne Farmer, who helped 
spearhead the memorial 
project.

The desire to honor mili-
tary veterans doesn’t stop at 
Arlington Cemetery, how-
ever.

People driving along M-43 
through downtown Bangor 
will notice banners honor-
ing Civil War, World War I 
and World War II veterans. 
Later the banners will be 
changed out to honor veter-
ans who have served in oth-
er wars, such as the Korean 
and Vietnam wars.

Bangor officials dedicate veterans 
memorial in Arlington Cemetery

A SALUTE TO THOSE WHO GAVE ALL
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LEFT: Sophia Torres, 7, and Annabelle Li, 9, both of South Haven, wave American flags during the parade. RIGHT: Members of 
the South Haven High School Purple Pride marching band perform during the parade.

RIGHT: South Haven 
area residents cele-

brated Memorial Day, 
May 31, by honoring 

U.S. military veterans 
and service personnel 
who died in the line of 

duty while serving their 
country. South Haven 
American Legion and 
VFW posts organized 

the annual parade and 
memorial service at 

Lakeview Cemetery on 
May 31. Medal of Honor 

recipient and Viet-
nam War veteran Jim 
McCloughan of South 

Haven salutes while 
Taps is being played 

by a South Haven High 
School trumpet player 
at Lakeview Cemetery.
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Gas leak the cause 
of house explosion
By TRIBUNE STAFF

South Haven Area Emer-
gency Services and the 
Michigan State Fire Mar-
shall’s offi ce have conclud-
ed their investigation into 
the cause of last week’s 
house explosion in South 
Haven Township that 
claimed the life of a woman 
and left her husband in crit-
ical condition.

“It has been determined 
that an LP gas leak devel-
oped outside the residence 
and subsequently migrat-

ed to the basement of the 
home and was ignited by 
an unknown source,” Fire 
Chief Brandon Hinz said in 
a written statement.

Hinz said the tank was 
located behind the home at 
70903 2nd Ave. He did not 
indicate whether the explo-
sion was considered acci-
dental or not.

The blast, which occurred 
on May 25 at the home of 
Bob and Colleen VanWag-
ner, leveled the dwelling.

Countryside Nursing Home in South Haven closes

By BECKY KARK
Editor and general manager

Three years ago, De-
troit-based ACM Senior 
Living bought Countryside 
Nursing Home in South Ha-
ven as part of its plans to 
create Graceway Rehabili-
tation and Skilled Nursing, a 
new brand of nursing home 
facilities the company hoped 
to start throughout the Mid-
west.

However, the 93-bed 

Graceway at Countryside 
Nursing Home closed its 
doors and transferred its res-
idents to other nursing home 
facilities last week.

“They closed voluntarily,” 
said Matthew Erickson, a 
spokesperson for the Mich-
igan Department of Licens-
ing and Regulatory Affairs.

Neither Tony Fischer, CEO 
of ACM Senior Living, or lo-
cal nursing home staff could 
be reached for comment. 
Erickson said company offi -
cials cited fi nancial hardship 
and staffi ng shortages due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic as 
the reason for the decision 
to close the facility at 120 
Baseline Road.

“Graceway at Countryside 
nursing facility in South 
Haven had encountered fi -
nancial and staffi ng diffi cul-
ties, so the residents were 
transferred to other facilities 
for their safety and care,” 
Erickson said. “A number 
of entities were involved to 
ensure an orderly and safe 
transfer of the residents. This 
included LARA-BCHS, 
MDHHS-Medicaid, Adult 
Protective Services, and the 
State Long Term Care Om-
budsman’s offi ce. LARA 
was onsite to help the pro-
vider to make sure residents 
were safe during this volun-
tary closure ... The last resi-
dent was transferred around 

6 p.m. last Friday.”
At the time of its closure 

on Thursday, Graceway had 
40 residents. The facility had 
been owned by Atrium Liv-
ing Centers Inc., which also 
owns South Haven Nursing 
and Rehabilitation. But in 
2018, Atrium sold Country-
side nursing home to Grace-
way.

In 2020, several employees 
complained on social media 
sites about changes the new 
company, which had 60 staff 
at Countryside at the time, 
had made. Some stated that 
in 2019 their paychecks 
had bounced, and wondered 

Officials cite financial, 
staffing difficulties 
for shut down
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MAKE YOUR HEALTH A PRIORITY.

SCHEDULE A MAMMOGRAM TODAY.
According to the American Cancer Society, women should get a screening mammogram
every year starting at age 40. We have 7 locations and 3 easy ways to schedule:

• bronsonhealth.com/schedule

• Bronson MyChart under “Find Care Now”

• Call (269) 341-8700 or (888) 741-6415

To learn more, visit bronsonhealth.com/mammogram.


