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VB public health services moving to new facility
By ALEXANDRA NEWMAN
HP Staff Writer

LAWRENCE — The Van Buren/
Cass District Health Department 
(VBCDHD) will open its doors 
Monday at a new location.

The health department, in part-
nership with the Van Buren Inter-
mediate School District (VBISD), 
has built a new building that will 
house the health department’s ser-
vices along with a health education 
facility.

“A big dream and years of planning 
later, we are glad to finally see this 
one-of-a-kind innovative facility 
and partnership with VBISD come 
to fruition,” Jeff Elliott, health offi-
cer for the VBCDHD, said in a news 

release. “With public service at its 
core, we hope the Public Health 
Education Facility provides many 
more opportunities for students and 
county residents for years to come.”

The Public Health Education Fa-
cility is at 260 South St. in Law-
rence.

It will house all Van Buren Coun-
ty public health services, including 
the expansion of nursing and com-
munity dental clinics, a new dental 
assistant program with two dental 
classrooms, and a “main street” 
complete with café, run by Van Bu-
ren Tech students.

In addition to the new dental assis-
tant program, the health department 
will offer job shadowing, part-time 
jobs and co-ops for students in a va-

riety of programs.
To begin, it will give students an 

opportunity to support COVID-19 
response activities and create new 
signs for the building.

The VBCDHD’s Hartford and 
Mattawan locations will close and 
merge into this new facility. All 
Van Buren County public health 
services can be accessed at the new 
facility, starting Monday.

All COVID-19 related response 
activities, including contact inves-
tigation and vaccinations, will con-
tinue through the transition.

For questions or more informa-
tion, visit www.vbcassdhd.org or 
call 621-3143.

Contact: anewman@TheHP.com, 932-

0357, Twitter: @HPANewman
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The new Public Health Education center on the campus of Van Buren 
Intermediate School District is scheduled to open to the public, Mon-
day, May 3. The building will house the health department’s services, 
and also serve as a training ground for students interested in pursuing 
medical-related careers in public health.

Anchor’s away!

By BECKY KARK
Editor and general manager

Despite the first year of 
the coronavirus pandemic 
in 2020, downtown South 
Haven merchants put to-
gether a rather unusu-
al fundraiser that raised 
$3,500 for We Care INC 
human service ministry.

Buoyed by the success of 
the nautical-themed Scav-
enger Hunt/Silent Auction, 
the businesses are getting 
ready to launch a second 
one this year with the in-
tention of raising money 
for five non-profits.

The fundraiser works in 
the following way: Mer-
chants throughout town do-
nate $25 to the Downtown 
Association of South Ha-
ven. In return they receive 
a wooden, nautical-themed 
item to be painted by an 
artist or crafter. Last year, 

wooden canoe paddles 
were chosen. This year, 
DASH members picked 
wooden anchors.

After the anchors are 
painted, merchants will 
display them throughout 
the summer in their stores. 
Customers who solve the 
clues labeled on each of 
the anchors will be eligible 
to receive a variety of gifts 
from downtown business-
es throughout the summer 
months.

“That’s the marketing 
part of it,” Harbor Light 
Brewing owner and DASH 
member Tom Feeney said. 
“The anchors are displayed 
throughout the city and 
surrounding area to pro-
mote visitors to participate 
in a scavenger hunt in col-
laboration with the South 
Haven Visitors Bureau.”

However, the next part 
of the event is equally im-
portant – the silent auction 
whose proceeds benefit 
non-profits.

“The anchors will be on 
display throughout Sep-
tember,” Feeney said. 

“Then they’ll be displayed 
at Harbor Light Brewery 
for people to view and then 
place bids as part of a silent 
auction that will conclude 
Halloween.

So far, 52 businesses have 
agreed to obtain and dec-
orate a wooden anchor for 
this year Savenger Hunt/
Auction, all of which were 
fabricated through the help 
of Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Fab Lab in Benton 
Harbor.

“They were able to cut the 
anchor shapes for us,” Fee-
ney said. “Along with a few 
volunteers we were able to 
cut the anchors and radius 
the edges, preparing them 
for decorating.”

Feeney said he enjoyed 
seeing how artists chose 
to decorate the canoe pad-
dles for last year’s auction 
and looks forward to see-
ing this year’s work. But 
the highlight for him and 
Roxanne Leder, president 
of DASH, is being able to 
help non-profits.

This year’s auction re-
cipients were chosen ear-

lier this month following 
a DASH meeting in which 
representatives from five 
non-profits – We Care 
INC, Youth Development 
Company, HOPE Parent 
Resources, Michigan Mar-
itime Museum and Al-Van 
Humane Society – dis-
cussed their organizations’ 
needs.

After the presentations, 
DASH members decided 
all of the groups were wor-
thy of receiving funds. We 
Care will receive the most 
– 30 percent of the funds; 
followed by YDC and 
HOPE Parent Resources 
with 25 percent each; and 
the Maritime Museum and 
Al-Van Humane Society, 
each receiving 10 percent.

“All the nonprofits had 
compelling evidence of 
need and did wonderful 
presentations. What an edu-
cation we had,” Leder said. 
“I think We Care summed 
it up best – their needs 
have tripled in the time of 
COVID, so the DASH ma-
jority decided the money 
should go to people needs.”

Downtown Association of South Haven member Tom Feeney shows a pair of wooden anchors that have been created for the organiza-
tion’s second annual Scavenger Hunt / Silent Auction. Businesses throughout town are donating $25 each to decorate and display an 
anchor in their business. Shoppers will then look for clues on labels attached to the anchors. If they discover all the clues they will be 
eligible for prizes. In the fall, the decorated anchors will be sold in a silent auction with proceeds given to South Haven area non-profits.

Unique scavenger 
hunt raises funds 
for SH non-profits

SH invests 
$1.9M in new 
electrical system
By BECKY KARK
Editor and general manager

A month ago, much of 
South Haven remained in the 
dark for four hours following 
an electrical power outage.

The outage occurred fol-
lowing a lightning strike in 
Northern Indiana damaged 
one of Indiana Michigan 
Power’s main lines that feeds 
electricity to Southwest 
Michigan customers.

Outages such as that, 
which leave an entire town 

in the dark, are few and far 
between. Most electrical 
failures happen during high 
wind storms or if equipment 
fails, with the length of time 
needed to fi x the problem de-
pendent on how quickly the 
source can be located.

But in the future, pinpoint-
ing the cause of a power fail-
ure in the South Haven area 
will become much easier, 
courtesy of a new advanced 
metering infrastructure 

Committee dedicated 
to improving Ward 1

By TRIBUNE STAFF

Ten years ago, a group of 
residents who live on the 
south side of South Haven, 
decided to form a group to 
improve their neighborhood 
and the lives of the people 
who live there.

Since that time, The Ward 
1 Community Action Com-
mittee, named for the South 

Haven ward in which it is 
located, has embarked on a 
variety of projects that have 
not only helped its neigh-
borhood but the greater 
South Haven area, as well.

To recognize its accom-
plishments over the past 
decade, the committee will 
celebrates its 10th anniver-
sary at its upcoming annual 
Spring Conference.

Scheduled from 10 a.m.-
noon, Saturday, May 15, 
this year’s virtual confer-
ence will focus on ways 
people can cope with the 
social and emotional effects 

Group celebrates 
10th anniversary 
during upcoming 
spring conference
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Three of Ward 1 Community Action Committees founding mem-
bers are shown from left: Gail Patterson-Gladney, Rev. Aaron 
Cobbs and his wife, Dorothy Cobbs. The three members along 
with several other people started the committee 10 years ago. 
Aaron Cobbs served as the group’s first president, while Gladney 
is the current president.

See COMMITTEE, page A3

See ELECTRICAL, page A3


