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Staff REPORTS

Tennessee Tech University’s 2022-2023 
freshman class boasts some of  the 
brightest students in the nation, including 
four National Merit Finalists. Emma 
Fontenot, a Jonesborough native, is one of  
those four students.

Fontenot, along with Jackson Taylor, 
Frederick Heerdt and Gunner W. 
Schierling were recognized by the univer-
sity’s Board of  Trustees at their recent 
quarterly meeting.

“We are honored to have four National 
Merit Finalists as members of  our 
freshmen class this year,” Board of  
Trustees Chair Trudy Harper said. “Being 
named a National Merit Finalist is one the 
highest academic honors a high school 
senior can receive.”

The National Merit Scholarship 
Program is an academic competition for 
recognition and scholarships that began 
in 1955. Approximately 1.5 million high 
school students enter the program each 
year.

As a business information technology 
major specializing in analytics, Fontenot 
had two older brothers who graduated 
from Tech, so she knew about Tech and 
Cookeville in general.

“Once I decided to pursue business, par-
ticularly data analytics, I was impressed 
by what Tennessee Tech had to offer in 
this growing field,” Fontenot said. “I love 
the ambition and energy that I see in so 
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Tennessee Tech Board of Trustees Chair Trudy 
Harper, National Merit Finalist Emma Fontenot, 
National Merit Finalist Jackson Taylor, and 
Tennessee Tech President Phil Oldham.
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During the annual season 
passholder event at 
Dollywood on Friday, Dolly 
Parton unveiled exciting proj-
ects coming to the park and 
resort next year, including a 
new coaster adventure and 
an attraction that showcases 
her life and legend.

The park opened March 10 
to Dollywood fans to kick off  
its 38th season, which is 
shaping up to be one of  the 
busiest years in the park’s 
history, according to park 
officials.

“I think everyone knows 
that I try to dream big 

dreams no matter what I’m 
doing,” the songteller Dolly 
Parton said. “And with every-
thing happening at my 
Dollywood this year, this may 
be some of  my biggest 
dreaming yet!”

Two impressive projects — 
the Big Bear Mountain roller 
coaster and Dollywood’s 
HeartSong Lodge and Resort 
— are both scheduled for 
completion in 2023.

“Eugene (Naughton, 
Dollywood Parks and Resort 
president) better get ready 
for my next big dreams 
because everybody knows I 
like trying to outdo myself,” 

Dollywood prepares for 
impressive new season
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Songteller Dolly Parton addresses season passholders at Friday’s grand opening of the 2023 season at Dollywood Parks & Resorts.
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Sheila Eady, Lily Embry, Regina Hooie, and Vickie Johnson are Dolly fans 
from way back and enjoy visiting the park.See DOLLYWOOD, Page A2 See FINALIST, Page A2

By SERINA MARSHALL
smarshall@heraldandtribune.com

The Jonesborough Board of  Mayor and Aldermen dis-
cussed upcoming projects at their meeting Monday 
night – some that have been long-awaited by the
community.

“We had several important topics discussed or 
approved during our Monday board meeting,” said 
Jonesborough Mayor Chuck Vest. “We approved the 
request to annex 30-plus acres on Skyline Drive in the 
town and approved zoning requests that will allow low 
density residential housing.”

Vest said the new location near the school site will be 
welcomed by future home buyers in the area and give 
those families new options for living arrangements.

“Our board also approved new design guidelines for 
11-E corridor that was a project Town Administrator 
Glenn Rosenoff  championed,” Vest noted. 
“Jonesborough has an interest in maintaining the aes-
thetic beauty of  the community and in preserving and 
promoting high-quality design standards – so I’m excited 
to see how this elevates the 11-E area.”

A sidewalk project for East Main Street has been dis-
cussed several times over the years. And despite set-
backs and obstacles, it looks like construction will soon 
be underway.

“I was able to update the town on our sidewalk project 
on East Main Street as well,” Vest said. “Our contractor 
met with staff  for preliminary discussions and projected 

The Town of Jonesborough moves ahead with 
much needed projects and improvements
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Jonesborough Mayor Chuck Vest See BMA, Page A2
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