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smarshall@heraldandtribune.com

Director of  Washington County Schools 
Jerry Boyd told Washington County 
Board of  Education members Thursday 
that progress on the new K-8 facility 
remains on schedule for a 
January 2024 opening.

Bob Browning, project 
manager for the Town of  
Jonesborough, updated 
board members on the con-
tinued construction of  the 
new Jonesborough school 
and plans to secure addi-
tional funding for the 
project.

According to Browning, he is seeking 
$2.4 million from the Tennessee 
Department of  Environment and 
Conservation for the building’s exterior — 
including sports facilities and four pro-
jected playgrounds.

“It’s a good bit of  money, but we’re 
enthusiastic and hopeful that it’ll get 
funded,” Browning said. “Everyone talks 
about how wonderful this community is, 
and the students are what make it won-
derful.”

Browning did remind citizens that the 
contract with Burwell Construction is 
through Nov. 2023.

“The progress that’s going on right now, 
in some places we are ahead of  schedule. 
In other areas it’s dragging a little bit — 
but not much,” he noted. “We expect that 
the contractor will be able to put you in 
the building in October in order to begin 
preparing for the school year.

“It’s going along very well. Burwell has 
focused on the classroom construction 
because that and the kitchen become the 
most complicated parts of  the construc-
tion process. They want to make sure that 
progress goes along in such a way that 
you can get into the classrooms as soon as 
possible.”

BOE gets 
update 
on K-8 
facility
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Washington County Register of  Deeds Teresa 
Bowman has an urgent message to local residents 
warning them of companies offering costly deed 
and title services that her office provides for a 
much lower rate.

“This has got to stop,” Bowman said. “They are 
trying to take advantage of  our veterans.”

Additionally, Bowman advises to be cautious of  
radio and TV advertisements promising to monitor 
their vital information for a fee — or claiming to 
sell them expensive copies of  their deed and title 
information.

“Please be aware that you may 
be contacted by private companies 
to provide you a copy of  your deed 
for a much higher fee than may be 
obtained from our office,” Bowman 
explained. 

In terms of recording the vet-
erans’ discharge papers, Bowman 
said all one needs to do is bring 
their discharge papers to the 

Washington County Register of  Deeds and they 
will record them for free, scan them, and give them 
back their original.

“The discharge record is the only record that is 
not made public since Social Security numbers are 

on it. The Register of  Deeds also offers a free, prop-
erty fraud alert program,” Bowman noted. “Scam 
companies are out there trying to charge $80-$100 
for a property monitoring service that my office pro-
vides to all Washington County citizens for free.”

According to Bowman, an elderly resident 
recently gave the scammers $80 before checking 
with the Register of  Deeds.

“I wish she had called us first. That’s a lot of  
money for someone on a fixed income, and it’s get-
ting worse,” Bowman said. “If  you stop by and sign 
up with our office, we will provide you alerts free, 
anytime anyone records anything in your name.”

Washington County Register of Deeds 
warns veterans against title scammers
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Brides-to-be from across 
the region were saying “I 
Do” to cakes, flowers and 
gowns at the Simple 
Elegance Bridal Show in 
Jonesborough.

Vendors of  everything 
needed for a wedding set up 
inside the Historic Visitor 
Center on Sunday to help 
prepare eager couples for 
their big day.

“We have been engaged 
since Nov. 12,” said Jamie 
Saunders. “We knew each 

other back in middle school 
and then rekindled when we 
were in college. And here we 
are!”

Saunders’ fiancé Davis 
Powell said it was a “the rest 
is history” kind of  love.

“I just started texting her 
and catching up,” he said. “I 
asked her on a date and now 
we are here.”

The venue the couple 
chose is the Bristol Train 
Station, but Saunders said 
they now are working on 

Brides-to-be 
say ‘I do’ 

to vendors at 
Bridal Show

DAVID POWELL AND JAMIE SAUNDERS

Future Mr. and Mrs., Davis Powell and Jamie Saunders.
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Future spouses peruse vendors at the bridal show. At top right, Owner of “Cherished by Melanie,” Melanie 
Hensley. At bottom right, Krazzy Cakes employees Beth Graham, Misty Jarnigan and Barbara Ottinger.
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