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START NOW:
Parents who read frequently are six times more likely to have high frequency reading
children. The performance gain among students whose parents read to them in their
early school years is apparent regardless of the family’s socio-economic background.

Go to healthyklamath.org to learn more.

READERS CRAMP?
According to Scholastic.com students who don’t read proiciently by third grade are four
times more likely to leave school without a diploma when compared to proicient readers.
This number climbs when those kids also come from lower income families.
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Chiloquin Rodeo
Chiloquin Rodeo and Event Park July 

15 through 17. Daily events include mut-
ton busting, bull riding, bareback riding 
and saddle bronc riding. Other events 
include team roping, tie-down roping, 
ladies’ breakaway, junior breakaway, steer 
wrestling and barrel racing, see A3

KU stays on track
Redesigns, along with smaller changes, 

contributed to the lowered bids and 
allowed the KU construction project to 
stay on track for completion. This year 
marks the second time KU received bids, 
after the first round came in over budget, 
see A3
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By HOLLY DILLEMUTH

H&N Staff Reporter

Local leaders are walking on air 
after an announcement by PenAir 
of its flight schedule Thursday, 
which clears the runway for com-
mercial air service to return to 

Klamath Falls on Oct. 5.
John Barsalou, manager at 

Crater Lake-Klamath Regional 
Airport, exuded excitement as the 
news came in of the schedule.

“We’re just thrilled to death that 
this is happening,” Barsalou said.

“We’ve been working really 
hard with a lot of our partners, 
our congressional delegation; I’m 
just excited as all get out to have 
this happen.”

Klamath Falls has been without 
commercial passenger service for 
two years since SkyWest pulled 
out in June 2014.

Dave Hall, chief executive officer 
of PenAir, also expressed enthu-
siasm about the announcement, 
which required time for adjust-
ments to be made by the Transpor-
tation Security Administration.

By LACEY JARRELL

H&N Staff Reporter

Some Klamath irrigators say the bottom 
line is there isn’t enough money on hand to 
fund a new C Canal flume and the project 
should be put off until there is.

“We want it fixed, and we want it fixed 
correctly so there’s not a big debt hanging 
over us at the end of the day,” said irrigator 
Dave Oxley.

Others within Klamath Irrigation District 
have been pushing the KID board to sign a 
contract to begin work this summer. Action 
on the contract to allow construction to 
start has been put off until the July 14 board 
meeting. Some members fear if the work is 
delayed, costs will escalate.

Oxley said he believes the $2.6 million 
KID has in a reserve for the project and a 
$5.5 million loan from the Bureau of Recla-
mation doesn’t add up to a new C flume. He 
believes undertaking the rebuild now would 
put the district in financial risk.

Irrigator Pat Lunde said she believes the 
budget for the project’s change orders and 
other unforeseen costs is underestimated.

“The (construction) bid is for $8.45 mil-
lion and KID does not have secured funding, 
which means this is an unfunded project,” a 
statement prepared by the irrigators said.

PenAir returns air service to K Falls
First flights  
to Portland Oct. 5

H&N PHOTO BY  

STAFF REPORTER  

HOLLY DILLEMUTH

John Barsalou, man-

ager of the Crater 

L a k e - K l a m a t h 

Regional Airport, 

unlocks the door to 

the Tarmac on 

Thursday at the 

Crater Lake-Klamath 

Regional Airport.

By DOUG HIGGS

H&N news clerk

There’ll be a cook off on 
Saturday before the fireworks 
go off on Monday.

The 11th Annual State Chili 
Cook Off will be held from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at 
Big Springs Park in Bonanza.

Also before the fireworks on 
Monday, there’s the Santana 
20 Championship Regatta 
and Firecracker Regatta on 
Upper Klamath Falls and the 

Northwest Tandem Rally with 
vendors, food, beer, live music 
and other activities 
at Mike Field House 
at Steen Sports Park, 
both today through 
Sunday, and an Old-
Fashioned Cruise 
Night hosted by Papa 
Tawny’s from 6 to 
8 p.m. Sunday on 
Broadway Street in 
Malin.

Other events: 
n A Fourth of July Parade 

on Main Street in Klamath 

Falls will begin at 10 a.m. 
on Monday with celebration 

activities starting at 
1 p.m. at the Klam-
ath County Fair-
grounds until the 
colorful fireworks 
explode at about 
10 p.m. 

n Malin 4-H Club 
will sponsor a parade 
through Malin at 
11 a.m. on Monday 
followed by a Malin 

Park Car Show from noon 
to 3 p.m. in Malin City Park 

that will include a yard sale/
swap meeting from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

n A Freedom Festival will 
be held at the Tulelake-Butte 
Valley Fairgrounds in Tule-
lake with a Car Demolition 
Derby at 6 p.m. on Monday 
followed by a fireworks show. 
Derby tickets are $10 for 
those 13 years old and older, 
$5 for children aged 7 to 12 
and free for children 6 years 
old and younger. Concessions 
will be available starting at 
4 p.m.

Holiday weekender with Doug Higgs

Higgs

C flume held  
up over debt  
concerns
Not enough money to cover costs
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Water flows along the C Canal flume near the

Henley schools complex along Highway 39.

More C FLUME  |  A5

More PENAIR  |  A5

Klamath Falls Police Chief Dave Henslee and Special Olympian Meghan Nameny lead a crowd of supporters out of Veterans Memorial Park 

Thursday morning for the Klamath Falls leg of the Special Olympics torch run. Athletes and their backers were joined by city police as well as 

Oregon State Police, the Klamath County Sheriff’s Office and members of Klamath County Community Corrections as part of Law Enforcement 

Torch Run, an international program raising funds and awareness for Special Olympics. Henslee said local police wanted to do something big for 

the run because that’s how they feel about the Special Olympians, who are scheduled to hold their summer games July 9 and 10 in Newberg.                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         BY STEPHEN FLOYD/H&N STAFF REPORTER

OLYMPICS TORCH RUN

Pelican Elementary School 
becomes the first Blue Zones 

Project Approved school in the 
Northwest, see A3

Several surprises, the  
biggest of which was  

French Open champion 
Garbine Muguruza’s exit, 

Sports B1
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