
FARM & RANCH SPECIAL
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Crew Cab 4x4

Farm and Ranch Special

SLT Premium Plus Pkg - Z71 Pkg - Heat/Cooled Leather -

Bose - Spray on Bed Liner - Nav - White Frost - STK # 38180

890 W MAIN, REXBURG, ID 83440 208-356-4455 * Must finance with GM Financial for maximum rebate
www.yourGMCdealer.com

SAVE$11,000

MSRP $56,705 FARM AND

RANCH SPECIAL $45,705
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T
aking ag classes at the 
Technical Careers High 
School in Idaho Falls 

and being involved in FFA is 
preparing Bonneville High 
School student 
Caleb Cramer 
for a future in 
farming and 
ranching.

“Ag classes 
are more 
hands on, and 
I feel like that 
I learn more 
things that I’ll 
use later in 
life,” he said.

Cramer, 17, enjoys welding 
class and so far he’s gained class 
experience in building a flatbed 
trailer for hauling a four-wheel-
er and a bench. He likes every-
thing to do with farming and 
ranching.

“We raise animals at our 
house and I’ve always liked 
animals and being around them. 
I like being outside and being 
around equipment,” he said.

His parents, Matthew and 
Talitha, raise livestock and often 
their children’s 4-H projects are 
animals they’ve raised them-
selves. They participate in 4-H 
market and breeding projects.

“The ag classes teach me 
about farming and ranching, 
and a reproduction class I’m 
taking this year has helped me 
understand it a lot more and 
relate it to, what we’ve done here 
at home,” he said.

Cramer also participates in 
livestock judging in 4-H. He be-
longs to the Bonneville County 
Foothills 4-H Club.

“It’s been good. I’ve had fun 
learning what to look for and 
it helps when we pick our 4-H 
projects — plus we get first 
choice,” he said.

Cramer likes the shorthorn 
cattle his family raises and has 
entered them in the breeding 
classes.

“I like that they are calmer 
cattle, and I just like the way 
they are built,” he said.

In his free time, Cramer likes 
to camp, and ride his 4-wheeler, 
dirt bike and snow machine.

To be featured in Future Farmers, 
email Farm & Ranch Managing Editor 
Bill Bradshaw at freditor@post 
register.com.
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Ready for 
his future

Cramer

By TONDEE CLARK

Idaho Irrigation Equipment  

Association

NAMPA — The Idaho 
Irrigation Equipment 
Show & Conference will 
showcase the latest in-
formation in the irriga-
tion industry next week 
at the Nampa event.

The free event is from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Nampa Civic 
Center, 311 Third St. South,. No 
registration is required.

Fifty-five irrigation equipment 

manufacturers, dealers, and 
distributors of landscape and agri-
cultural irrigation products will be 
at the show to display their latest 

equipment and services.
“This is a great op-

portunity for growers, 
municipalities, dairies, 
and landscape irrigation 
contractors to come and 
see the latest develop-
ments in the industry 
and find solutions to 
their irrigation needs,” 
said Howard Neibling, 
education chairman.

The event rotates annually 
between the cities of Idaho Falls, 
Nampa and Burley.

Irrigation Equipment Show, Conference is Thur.
Event to be held 
in Nampa this year
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The latest in irrigation equipment and how to use it will be on display Thursday 

during the Idaho Irrigation Equipment Show & Conference in Nampa.

By DIANNA TROYER

For Farm & Ranch

Peas from his 2018 harvest sit in stor-
age at Clark Hamilton’s farm in Bonne-
ville County. He is awaiting the outcome 
of international trade negotiations.

“Since China imposed a 25-percent 
tariff on peas, I’m holding our crop 
waiting for a better market opportunity,” 
said Hamilton, who grows peas, alfalfa, 
wheat, barley and potatoes on a 6,000-
acre family farm.

“I’m optimistic China and the U.S. 
will get together on a trade deal so farm-
ers can get a better price on their crops,” 
said Clark, the District 4 chairman for 
the Idaho Wheat Commission. “India 
imposed a tariff on field peas.”

Celia Gould, director of the Idaho 
Department of Agriculture, also hopes 
trade tensions diminish in the coming 
year.

“We look forward to 2019 as an op-
portunity for better commodity prices 
and decreased trade tension,” Gould 
said. “Idaho farmers and ranchers 
are extremely well-poised in terms of 
quality and yields. In fact, it is extraor-
dinary efficiency and productivity that 
has carried the day for many opera-
tions. If commodity prices rebound and 
trade headwinds subside, I’m hopeful 
that 2019 can be a good year for Idaho 
agriculture.”

U.S. tariffs will stay at 10 percent on 
$200 billion worth of Chinese products 
as of Jan. 1, according to a White House 
statement. President Donald Trump said 
he would not raise tariffs to 25 percent if 
an agreement is reached within 90 days. 
In turn, China has agreed to purchase 
agricultural, energy, industrial and other 
products from the U.S. to reduce a trade 
imbalance between the two countries.

Agricultural uncertainties in 2019 do 
not faze Clark.

“By nature, farmers have to be opti-
mists,” the 52-year-old said. “It’s the risk 

we take whenever we plant.”
He is optimistic about his wheat crop, 

too.
“We live in a world economy for sure,” 

he said. “A drought hurt Australia’s 
wheat crop, which will help U.S. farm-
ers. Idaho farmers export about half of 
what we produce.”

Because the prices of wheat tend to 
trickle to the barley market, he is also 
optimistic about his crop next year.

“Idaho is No. 1 in barley production 
nationwide,” he said.

Most of the crop is sold to Anheus-
er-Busch’s malt plants in Idaho Falls.

Anheuser-Busch is in the midst of 
contracting the 2019 barley crop to 
supply two malt plants in Idaho Falls, 
said Jessica Newman, director of U.S. 
agronomy at Anheuser-Busch in Idaho 
Falls.

“Tariffs and trade negotiations are 
affecting American farmers, but that 
impact is less direct when it comes 
to barley,” she said. “Unlike soybeans 
and other crops, there is no significant 
export market. Looking forward, we 
will continue to purchase high-quality 
malting barley from Idaho growers.”

Potatoes
While the tariffs have affected some 

crops, other Idaho commodities are un-
affected. Retaliatory tariffs have affected 
processed but not fresh potatoes.

“A tariff hurt exports of frozen and 
dehydrated potatoes to Mexico and 
China,” said Ross Johnson, director of 
international marketing for the Idaho 
Potato Commission. “Fortunately, due 
to a report of a crop failure in Europe 
where the harvest declined due to 
drought and high temperatures, potato 
demand has increased significantly for 
processed products.”

He said European companies are 
contacting U.S. processors to fill the 
demand.

Europe was not the only place where 
weather adversely affected potatoes.

“Farmers in Canada and Wisconsin 
left a portion of their crop in the ground 
due to cold, snowy weather at harvest,” 

he said. “With those shortages, prices 
should rebound in the coming year.”

Potatoes, the third most valuable ag 
commodity statewide, were valued at 
$975 million in 2017, up less than 1 
percent from the previous year, accord-
ing to the most recent report from the 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service.

Hay
With new hay processors opening 

plants in the area, Travis McAffee, a 
member of the board of directors for the 
Idaho Hay and Forage Association, said 
he is optimistic about 2019.

Hay pellets will be processed at new 
plants in Pocatello and Monteview areas.

“The new farm bill will help dairies, 
which in turn will help hay producers,” 
McAffee said. “A new 250-head dairy 
opened near Howe, too.”

He raises dairy-grade alfalfa hay near 
Howe and also serves as a director on 
the Idaho Farm Bureau board.

“We have the right weather to grow 
high-protein hay, which helps us market 
our crop,” he said. “I’m optimistic.”

Milk is the leading agricultural com-
modity in Idaho, according to NASS. In 
2017, it was valued at $2.52 billion, up 
7 percent from the previous year. The 
fourth most valuable crop, hay, amount-
ed to $718 million, up 7 percent from 
2016.

Cattle
The second most valuable crop state-

wide is cattle and calves with a produc-
tion value of $1.38 billion in 2017, down 
less than 1 percent compared to 2016, 
according to NASS.

Ryan Steele, District 4 representative 
to the Idaho Cattle Association’s board 
of directors, said he is cautiously opti-
mistic about 2019.

“There’s a big supply, but consumers’ 
demand is absorbing that supply to keep 
prices steady,” said Steele, owner of SRS 
Cattle, a 4,500-head feedlot near Idaho 
Falls. “We should have a decent year. 
The key to staying profitable is market-
ing; timing is everything.”

Thumbs up?
2019 offers chance of change for better

Farmers optimistic despite 
trade uncertainties 
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