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One new COVID case in Comal 
County; positive rate has declined 
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PAGE 2A

Including Mortgage Loans • Investments

Merchant Services • ID Protection Member FDIC
www.1cb.com

Your Full Service Bank

• New Braunfels
• Seguin

• San Antonio
• Pearsall

• Jourdanton

Happy 175th Birthday
New Braunfels

COVID-19 
wrecks NB 
employment

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

The economic fallout from the coronavirus 
and resulting business closures led to dramatic 
rises in unemployment rates in New Braunfels 
and Comal County in April compared to the 
previous month.

According to data from the Texas Workforce 

City seats 
new council 
on Tuesday

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

The COVID-19 crisis provided an early bap-
tism into city affairs for Rusty Brockman, Jason 
Hurta and James Blakey, who on Tuesday will 
officially be charged with governing the city of 
New Braunfels.

An empty downtown in New Braunfels. MIKALA 
COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Unemployment rises to 13.3% 

in NB, 11.9% in Comal County

See UNEMPLOYMENT, page 3A

See CITY, page 9A

Outgoing council members recall highs

Compiled By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

Two consecutive terms, 

six memorable years.

An era will end on Tues-

day, as Mayor Barron 

Casteel, Mayor Pro Tem and 

District 5 Council Member 

Wayne Peters, and District 6 

Council Member Leah Gar-

cia step down from the New 

Braunfels City Council.

All looked ahead to the 

future when they took of-

fice in 2014 and reelected in 

2017. Together, they helped 

guide what’s now the third 

fastest growing city in the 

country through mandates 

of two bond elections, ex-

pansions city facilities and 

Loop 337, and the current 

COVID-19 crisis.

We asked each to com-

ment on their best moments 

and accomplishments; their 

not-so-good moments and 

Casteel, Peters, Garcia exiting after six memorable years

See FAREWELLS, page 6A

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Drinking establishments and oth-
er businesses in New Braunfels and 
elsewhere are reopening after a two-
month hiatus.

Bars can operate at 25% capacity, 
under some restrictions due to con-
tinued coronavirus concerns, starting 
this weekend.

Some of those restrictions include 
that customers must be seated at a ta-
ble. No more than six people may sit 
at a table, and bar owners must phys-
ically block off the bar and remove or 
block off bar stools so that customers 
can’t sit at the bar or order at the bar. 
Tables and chairs must be installed to 
maintain social distancing and may 
not be moved.

Bob Wilson, owner of Billy’s Ice on 

Venues on tap

A sign encourages visitors to social distance outside Gruene Hall on Friday. Gov. Greg Abbott announced phase II of reopening the Texas 
economy on Monday, allowing bars to open Friday under a 25% capacity restriction. Patrons are encouraged to wear masks and no more than 
six people may gather in a group. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Caution tape blocks off bar as bartender Adam Wilson pours drinks at Billy’s Ice on Friday. 
Restrictions include that customers must be seated at a table and no more than six people 
may sit at a table, and bar owners must physically block off the bar and remove or block off 
bar stools so that customers can’t sit at the bar or order at the bar. MIKALA COMPTON | 
Herald-Zeitung

More businesses reopen in time for Memorial Day weekend

See OPEN, page 7A

Brockman, Hurta, Blakey to take 

oaths of offi ce during pandemic

Mayor Barron Casteel stands in front of Das Rec. MIKALA 
COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung
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