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advance to state tournament in Garland
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Wurstfest attendees cheer in Das Grosse Zelt Friday, Nov. 5, 2021 in New Braunfels. This year’s event, which ended on Sunday 
night, marked the first festival since a fire consumed the old Marktplatz in 2019 and the COVID-19 pandemic canceled 2020’s 
Wurstfest. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

Wurstfest welcomed back
Organizers say huge crowds showed up for 10-day festival
By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

After rising from the ashes of the 
fire that nearly scorched Wurst-
fest two years ago and COVID-19 
which delayed its 60th annual cel-
ebration, this 10-day Salute to Sau-
sage was a rousing success — fea-
turing the Wurst food, Wurst drink 
and Wurst friends and families.

“And the Wurst weather,” quipped 
Suzanne Herbelin, Wurstfest Asso-
ciation executive director of the 
sunny skies and cool temperatures 
throughout this year’s festival.. “It 
couldn’t have been any better if we 
sat down and written down what 
we wanted. Years that are few and 
far between to have this kind of 
weather — it doesn’t always happen 
this way.”

Herbelin was busy Monday add-
ing up totals from the 2021 festival, 
which began with the Biting of the 
Sausage Nov. 5, continued with 
ushering in the new Marktplatz 
vendor area Tuesday and the Veter-
ans Day salute Thursday, and con-
cluded when the last patrons exited 
Sunday evening.

When the final figures are tallied, 

Herbelin expects this year’s event 
will match or surpass the 233,000 
attendance recorded in 2019.

“It’s great to be back and it was a 
wonderful welcome back,” she said. 
“Things couldn’t have gone better 
and everything was very positive — 
from the people that participated in 
hosting the event to the people who 
came and attended. All were favor-
able — they enjoyed themselves.”

The upgrades spurred by the $12 
million rebuild from the fire, man-

aged by Byrne Construction Ser-
vices and designed by MarmonMok 
Architecture, was welcomed by all. 
About 40 or so food and merchan-
dise vendors sold their wares from 
the new vendor compartments fac-
ing out to customers.

“Some of the vendors in the 
Marktplatz and Steltenplatz did 
very well, especially the lady who 
sells the German clothing near the 

Chris Ryback and his 10 year-old daughter Kristina perform at Stelzenplatz with the 
Chris Ryback Band at Wurstfest Friday, Nov. 5, 2021 in New Braunfels. ALMA E. 
HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

TEXAS ELECTIONS

Republicans aim
to keep their firm
hold on the state

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

The 2022 elections have 
officially begun.

Comal and Guadalupe 
county candidates on Sat-
urday began filing the 
necessary paperwork with 
Republican and Democrat-
ic county party chairs for 
offices in the March 1, 2022 
primary elections. 

Because most offices up 
for election in both coun-
ties are held by Republicans 
— many of whom won’t be 
opposed in either the pri-
mary or the Nov. 8 general 
election, expect little move-
ment until the month-long 
filing period ends at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 13.

However, dozens of can-

didates for statewide offices 
declared their intent to run 
long before Saturday. 

Democrats’ hopes to turn 
Texas blue next year were 
dashed by a colossal Re-
publican blowout on Nov. 
2. Neither of Texas’ two 
U.S. Senate seats is on the 
ballot in 2022, but 14 state 
offices are — including the 
top two positions.

Despite being flush with 
cash and determination, 
Democratic candidates in 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Comal reports 3 COVID deaths, local hospital usage in single digits
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County health 
officials reported three 
COVID-19 fatalities on Mon-
day, while local hospital usage 
remained in single digits.

Health officials confirmed 
the deaths of two New 
Braunfels residents, a man in 
his 80s on Oct. 24 at home 
and a man in his 70s on Nov. 
10 at a local hospital. 

Officials also confirmed the 
death of a Canyon Lake man 
in his 60s on Nov. 6 at a local 
hospital.

The deaths bring the coun-
ty’s fatality count to 460 since 
the pandemic arrived locally 
in March of 2020.

More than 71,000 Texans 
have died from COVID-19 
as Texas’ deadly third wave of 
coronavirus, fueled by the del-
ta variant, slows.

The county reported 68 
new cases on Monday, bring-
ing the total number of cases 
since the pandemic began to 
19,866.

Comal County’s hospitals 
reported caring for seven 
COVID-19 patients, un-
changed from Friday’s report, 
with three in intensive care 
and two on ventilators. Ac-
cording to county health of-
ficials, 100% of those patients 

were unvaccinated.
Not all patients hospitalized 

in Comal County are neces-
sarily county residents.

The regional hospitaliza-
tion rate, which covers the 
22-county area that includes 
both Comal and Guadalupe 
counties, stood at 3%.

According to state data, 
67.13% of Comal Coun-
ty residents eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine have had 

at least one shot as of Mon-

day, with 59.53% of those 

fully vaccinated. Neighboring 

Guadalupe County, which has 

a portion of the city of New 

Braunfels in it, sits at 60.03% 

and 53.39%, respectively.

The statewide rates, respec-

tively, stand at 67.23% and 

58.2%.

A total of 34.4 million doses 

New Braunfels split across 4 congressional 

districts in the new maps from Legislature

Find more online
The breakdown of the local 
races was featured in the week-
end edition. You can read it 
online at bit.ly/3CilSg4

See RACES, page 5

WANT A

VACCINE

SHOT?
Appointments 
for COVID-19 
vaccinations 
can be made 
by calling 
the Comal 
County Health 
Department 
at 830-221-
1150. See COVID, page 3

COMAL COUNTY

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Shots erupted in a Can-
yon Lake residential neigh-
borhood Friday evening, 
injuring a 17-year-old boy 
traveling with three others 
in what authorities said 
appeared to be a drug deal 
gone bad.

Jennifer Smith, Comal 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
public information officer, 
said deputies responded 
to the Physicians Premier 
Emergency Room, in the 

20,000 block of State High-

way 46 in Bulverde, around 

8:58 p.m. on Friday. 

“We were called for a 

17-year-old male with 

a gunshot wound to 

the back,” Smith said.  

Shooting injures
Canyon Lake teen

More inside
18-wheeler jackknife hits cars, 
snarls I-35 for hours, page 10

Small fire doused inside rehab 
facility, page 3

See SHOOTING, page 3See WURST, page 10
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