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The COVID-19 pandemic 
has caused immense grief for 
Comal County families who 
have lost a loved one this year.

The Mendez family were the 
first in the county to experi-
ence the loss from a virus that 
has gone on to inflict pain and 
suffering, change the way resi-
dents conduct their day-to-day 
lives and define the year 2020.

T.J. Mendez died March 
26 at Ascension Seton Med-
ical Center in Austin from 
COVID-19 virus complica-
tions. He was 44.

A look back at a 

year transformed 

by a pandemic 2020

TJ Mendez’s family holds a portrait of him in their home on Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020. From left, Diego, 12; Eddie, 11; Angela, 
Andy, 10; Brenda Johnson and Conner Johnson. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

This year’s look back at the top stories is shaped by the coronavirus 
pandemic that turned 2020 into a year that many will try to forget

1. The first face of the pandemic’s loss

A fallen Marine came 
home and a city expressed its 
gratitude.

Undeterred by tempera-
tures in the upper 90s, hun-
dreds of people lined South 
Seguin Avenue and around 
Main Plaza on Aug. 15 to see 
the return of New Braunfels 
native Marine Lance Cpl. 
Guillermo “Willie” Perez 
following his tragic death on 
July 30 during a training mis-
sion off the coast of Califor-
nia that also took the lives of 
eight other Marines.

Perez arrived at San An-
tonio International Airport 
during the morning and offi-
cers with the New Braunfels 
Police Department, Comal 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Texas Department of 
Public Safety and other law 
enforcement agencies pro-
vided a police escort for his 

return to New Braunfels.  
From I-35, the miles-long 

procession turned onto 

2. NB honors service, sacrifice

See MENDEZ, page 3
A portrait of TJ hangs above the Mendez fireplace on Wednesday, Dec. 
30, 2020. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Marine Lance Cpl. Guillermo “Willie” Perez is driven in a procession through 
downtown New Braunfels to celebrate his life and recognize his service. 
MIKIE FARIAS

See MARINE, page 3

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Twelve elected officials — 
all Republicans — will be 
sworn in for new four-year 
terms during a ceremony at 
10 a.m. Friday in the historic 
Courthouse’s Commission-
ers Courtroom.

COVID-19 has limited 
Friday’s gathering to family 
members only, said County 
Judge Sherman Krause, who 
will deliver the oaths of office 
to most officials.

“We are asking only those 
that are being sworn in bring 
family and guests,” Krause 
said. “We’re encouraging all 
elected officials to be there 
but we want to keep as few 
people in the courtroom as 
possible. But we do want 
it to be a special occasion 
for those elected, especial-
ly those elected for the first 
time.”

Two new positions will 
be sworn in this year. In 
2019 the 86th Texas Leg-

islature passed Senate Bill 
891, which created the 466th 
Judicial District Court and 
established County Court at 
Law No. 3 in Comal Coun-
ty. Both positions will be 
funded by the county’s 2021 
budget, which also goes into 
effect on Friday.

Recently Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott appointed New 
Braunfels attorney Stephanie 
Bascon to the district post, 
which Krause said she will 
assume after she ends her 
tenure as city of Bulverde 

Elected officials  
to be sworn in with
morning ceremony
COVID-19 limits event to family members 

“We’re encouraging 
all elected officials 
to be there but 
we want to keep 
as few people in 
the courtroom as 
possible.”

Sherman Krause,
Comal County Judge

See TERM, page 3

The hospitalization rate 
that is driving tighter state 
restrictions in Comal and 
surrounding counties 
continued to run high on 
Thursday with 17.46% of 
the region’s hospital beds 
being used by COVID-19 
patients.

The region, called Trau-
ma Service Area P by the 
state, is a 22-county area 
that includes Comal and 
Guadalupe counties and 
includes San Antonio while 
extending to the Mexico 
border.

Once a region’s COVID 
hospitalizations rises above 
15% for seven consecutive 
days, it must close bars and 
reduce capacity at most 
businesses from 75% to 
50%. Those new restrictions 
went into place on Monday 
and won’t be lifted until 
the region has another sev-
en consecutive days with 

COVID hospitalizations be-
low that 15% mark.

Comal County’s hospi-
tals continue to report pa-
tient numbers that rival the 
deadly summer when local 
facilities converted beds to 
increase their ICU capacity. 
On Thursday they reported 
caring for 82 COVID-19 
patients with 21 of those 
in intensive care and 13 on 
ventilators.

Both CHRISTUS Santa 
Rosa - New Braunfels and 
Resolute Health Hospi-
tal said this week that they 
stand ready to treat all pa-
tients they receive.

Local hospitals are caring 
for patients both in and out-
side of the area and health 
officials have said that some 
local patients might be hos-
pitalized elsewhere. Comal 
County health officials 

Local hospitals
are caring for 82
COVID patients
Hospitalization rate that tightened state 

restrictions on area remains above 17% 

See COVID, page 3


