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Comal adds 5
new deaths to 
COVID-19’s toll
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County’s 
COVID-19 death toll rose 
to 387 on Wednesday, as of-
ficials reported the deaths of 
an additional five residents, 
while the number of people 
in local hospitals increased 
slightly, with most of those 
patients unvaccinated.

Officials confirmed the 
deaths of a New Braunfels 
woman in her 60s on Aug. 
27 at a San Antonio hospital, 
a New Braunfels woman in 
her 80s on Aug. 23 in a San 
Antonio hospital, a New 
Braunfels man in his 70s on 
Aug. 23 in a local hospital, 
a New Braunfels woman in 

her 40s on Aug. 30 in a lo-
cal hospital and a Bulverde 
man in his 70s on Aug. 23 at 
home.

As of Tuesday, 57,238 
people who tested positive 
for the virus have died in 
Texas since the pandemic 
arrived in the state in March 
2020.

The Texas Department of 
State Health Services counts 
deaths based on death cer-
tificates that list COVID-19 
as the cause of death, which 
excludes deaths of people 
with COVID-19 who died 
of another cause. 

Recoveries outpaced new 
cases to bring the number of 

Kathy Boyer browses audiobooks on the shelves of the New Braunfels Public Library on Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021. A master plan for 
the facility says it will need to grow to keep up with use. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

The next chapter...
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

You’re gonna need a 
bigger library.

Last year, the New 
Braunfels Public Li-
brary and its foundation 
commissioned the Dal-
las-based architecture 
and interior design firm 
720 design Inc. to look 
at the future expansion 
of the public library on 
Common Street. 

The resulting master 
plan, presented to New 
Braunfels City Council 
members last month by 
Library Director Gretchen 
Pruett, projects the facili-
ty’s capacity and site needs 
for an ultimate expansion 
from 25,000-square feet 
to nearly 58,000-square 
feet. The plan could serve 
as a guide for future bond 
program planning.

A potential expansion 
would allow the library 
to re-evaluate the public 

service model, including 
the location, size, and 
function of staff inter-
action stations, create a 
better division between 
quiet and active spaces 
and provide better visual 
control.

The renovation would 

also allow the library 
to update the aesthetics 
with color, finishes, and 
a focal point, expand 
drive-up service, relocate 
and expand planned new 
automated materials han-
dling, provide functional 
space for the bookmobile 

services and take advan-
tage of more views of the 
existing site amenities.

“(Drive through) ser-
vice became more critical 
as people were not able 
to get out, and what we  

Master plan eyes expansion of city’s main library

New Braunfels Public Library Main Branch located at 700 E. Common Street will need additional 
space to keep up with growth, according to a recent master plan put together by the library and 
its foundation. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

See LIBRARY, page 9

Suspect extradited 
in 1986 murder case

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Texas Rangers on Friday 
returned the second sus-
pect charged in the 1986 
slaying of a Houston man 
at a Canyon Lake campsite 
to the Comal County Jail.

Jennifer Smith, Comal 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
public information officer, 
said Mark Allen Gatten, 
57, of Quaker City, Ohio, 
was extradited to Texas on 
a warrant signed by Ohio 
Gov. Mike DeWine earlier 
last week.

In May, Gatten and 

Tracey Keith Loy, 56, of 

St. George, Utah, were 

charged in the slaying of 

Charles Robert Hardin, 56, 

of Houston, whose body 

was found Aug. 26, 1986 

at a camping location in  

See MURDER, page 11

Ohio man is one of two charged in connection 

with man’s death at Canyon Lake campsite

Mark Allen
Gatten

Tracey Keith
Loy

See COVID, page 11

New Braunfels to host public hearing on $322.87 million city budget
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

The public can have their say on 
the city’s proposed budget, tax rate 
and plan of municipal services 
during a public hearing scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Thursday.

In addition to the public hearing 
on the proposed budget and tax 
rate, New Braunfels City Council 
members are expected to consider 
the first reading of the ordinance 
adopting the proposals.

City Manager Robert Camareno 
last month introduced a balanced 

$322.87 million budget proposal 
for fiscal year 2021-22 and a slight 
property tax rate reduction to help 
support it.

The proposed budget includes 
compensation increases for em-
ployees for implementation in Jan-
uary and new positions in several 
departments to address increased 
demand for services.

General fund employee expen-
ditures represent nearly 75% of 
total expenditures.

All city funds will to-
tal $322,870,698, combining 

$271,071,406 in budgeted ex-
penditures with $51,799,292 in 
year-ending fund balance. That’s 
an increase of about $40.8 million 
from the current adopted budget, 
driven by multiple factors, such as 
one-time funding to support var-
ious equipment and technology 
initiatives in the general fund of 
about $11.3 million as well as the 
allocation in the grant fund of the 
city’s American Rescue Plan Act 
allocation of $10.9 million.

Camareno told council mem-
bers that conservative budgeting 

since the onset of the pandemic al-
lowed for one-time multi-million 
dollar investments in equipment, 
technology and initiatives for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

He said the budget will also in-
clude funding to continue 2019 
bond projects and begin prelim-
inary design of potential 2023 
bond projects, as well as include 
funding for resources and staffing 
to support capital projects that are 
underway, such as the Westside 
Library, Police Headquarters and 
Fire Station No. 7.

The city’s fund balance poli-

cy requires that the general fund 

maintain a fund balance of at least 

25% or three months of operating 

costs. The overall proposed bud-

get would maintain a 30% fund 

balance.

Camareno reported adjusted 

city appraisals of certified values 

in Comal and Guadalupe coun-

ties increased from $9.41 billion in 

2020 to $10.2 billion this year, with 

taxable values rising from $8.112 

Active case numbers fall back below 1,200

See CITY, page 6
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