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All creatures great and small find home on Bading farm
By Betty Taylor

Herald-Zeitung Contributor

It has been said that birds of a 
feather flock together. Just don’t tell 
that to Doggy, the goat who thinks 
she is a dog. Or to Jupiter and Apol-
lo, some of the farm dogs. Or the 
sheep. When the whirring of the 
automatic feeder begins, they all 
band together, along with the emus, 
chickens, guinea hen and turkey, to 
go fetch supper.

It is a wonderful time to be an 
animal, many of which have been 

rescued, at the property of Connell 
and Sarah Bading just outside of 
Gruene.

“It is nice that we are still in an 
undeveloped area of town with all 
the same neighbors whose parents 
grew up together,” Connell said. 

Several generations of the Badings 
live on the property along Hunter 
Road that Connell’s grandparents 
bought in 1929.

Both Connell and Sarah work 
full-time jobs outside of New 
Braunfels. Sarah works in med-
ical billing in San Antonio and 
Connell works at Alamo Group in 
Seguin.  Their down time is spent 
caring for the animals that mean 
so much to them.

“I’ve always had dogs and cats, 
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Sarah Bading bends down to pet Harold a rescue emu on her 
farm Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2021 in New Braunfels. ALMA E. 
HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

Leah Smith bumps a volleyball at Landa Park Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021 in New Braunfels. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | 
Herald-Zeitung

Warm December sets record
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

If the month of December 
seemed warmer than usual, that’s 
because — according to the Na-
tional Weather Service — it was.

New Braunfels experienced 
the warmest December since 
record-keeping began at New 
Braunfels National Airport in 2010.

The average mean temperature 
during the month, as observed at 
the airport, set a new record at 
63 degrees. The normal average 
temperature for December is 52.5 
degrees.

The average maximum tempera-
ture of 74.1 degrees and the average 
minimum temperature of 51.9 de-
grees also set new December record 
highs.

The normal high temperature in 
New Braunfels in December is 64.9 
degrees, while the average low tem-
perature is 40.1 degrees.

According to Jason Runyen, 
a meteorologist at the Nation-
al Weather Service office in New 
Braunfels, there were two main in-
gredients that set up record-break-
ing December warmth.

“La Niña was one contributing 
factor, but the polar jet stream re-
mained well north of the region 

which trapped cold air over the 
Pacific Northwest and Canada,” 
Runyen said. “Much of the south-
ern U.S. and even the Central U.S. 
had a very warm December.”

The La Niña climate pattern re-
fers to the periodic cooling of ocean 
surface temperatures in the central 
and east-central equatorial Pacific.

La Niña tends to bring drier 
and warmer than normal weather 
across the southern U.S. and cooler 
and wetter conditions in the north-

ern U.S. and Canada.

For San Antonio, where re-

cord-keeping goes back to 1885, it 

was the second warmest December.

The average mean temperature 

during the month, as observed at 

San Antonio International Airport, 

was 64.2 degrees, just 1.8 degrees 

shy of the record of 66 degrees set 

in 1889. The normal average tem-

perature for December is 53.7 de-

grees.

Meagan Stone jogs through Landa Park Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021 in New Braunfels. 
ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

See GOOD, page 5

By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

An argument between 
two New Braunfels men 
early Christmas Eve es-
calated into 
gunfire that 
sent one to an 
area hospital 
and the oth-
er to Comal 
County Jail.

David Fer-
guson, city communica-
tions coordinator, said po-
lice arrested Jason Saucedo, 
38, on an aggravated as-
sault warrant during a traf-
fic stop in the 4100 block of 
Loop 337 just before noon 
on Wednesday. 

Ferguson said police were 
called to a residence in the 
200 block of Anhalt Drive 
around 2:55 a.m. Dec. 24 
for a report of a disturbance 
involving weapons. There, 
they found a 22-year-old 
man in the front yard with 
a life-threatening gunshot 
wound.

“The man was taken to 
Seton Hays Hospital in 
Kyle in critical but stable 
condition,” Ferguson said. 
“Criminal Investigations 
Department detectives 
determined that prior to 
the incident, the victim 
had been in a verbal dis-
turbance with his wife at 

Local man arrested 
following Christmas 
Eve shooting in NB
Suspect facing aggravated assault charge

See SHOOTING, page 9
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County health 
officials reported 300 or 
more new COVID-19 cases 
for the second day running 
on Thursday, while local 
hospitalizations continue 
to climb, more than dou-
bling over the past week.

Local hospitals reported 
caring for 36 patients on 
Thursday, an increase of 
four from the previous day 
and 16 from a week ago, 
with six in intensive care 
and three on ventilators.

About 78% of those pa-

tients are unvaccinated, ac-
cording to health officials.

Not all patients hospi-
talized in Comal County 
are necessarily county 
residents.

In recent weeks, the 
number of patients hospi-
talized in local hospitals 
has increased significantly.

That figure had been in 
the single digits as recently 
as Dec. 21, when nine peo-
ple were in the hospital for 
treatment for the coronavi-
rus and was as low as four 
patients, as reported on 

More hospitalized as
Comal adds 315 cases

See COVID, page 3

Saucedo

See WARM, page 9


