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Make Extra Cash
BE A CARRIER FOR THE NEW BRAUNFELS HERALD-ZEITUNG

Be your own boss • Early morning hours weekdays & weekends • Finish early and enjoy the rest of your day
You should have a phone, valid driver’s license and insurance, and dependable transportation.

INTERESTED? Email circulation@nbtxhz.com • EOE No phone calls please.

Surge knocks out Canyon Lake voting machines

By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

A power surge shut down bal-

loting at one of Comal County’s 

seven early voting locations early 

Thursday, officials said.

“After speaking with our ven-

dor, it was determined a power 

surge while shutting down the 

voting equipment caused the 
malfunction,” Elections Admin-
istrator Cynthia Jaqua said of 
what took down four voting de-
vices at Community Resource 
and Recreation Center (CRRC) 
of Canyon Lake, 1917 Farm-to-
Market Road 2673 in Sattler.

Jaqua said the facility, sched-
uled to open at 8 a.m., opened at 

9:45 a.m. Voters who were turned 
away thought the closure might 
have been related to COVID-19, 
which Jaqua said was not the case. 
They were directed to nearby St. 
Francis by the Lake Episcopal 
Church, off FM 306 at 121 Spring 
Mountain Drive in Canyon Lake.

In 2019 county commissioners 
spent $1.42 million for new Ver-

ity voting machines, equipment 

and software from Hart InterCiv-

ic. Fifty machines are being used 

at county early voting sites.

“The voting equipment still 

maintains all of its votes,” Jaqua 

said. “Out of caution, Hart ad-

vised us to remove the voting 

Cassandra LeClair, Texas State University communications senior lecturer, records a lecture for her students from her home on Friday, Oct. 9. 
LeClair has lupus and spends most days at home to avoid exposure to the coronavirus. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

By Lisa Dreher 
The Herald-Zeitung

More than seven months 
into the global battle against 
COVID-19, immunocom-
promised locals say the 
“new normal” is old hat. 

Even before the coro-
navirus swept through the 
U.S., Vicky Kramer, 54, did 
not leave the house often, 
because she has stage four 
breast cancer. 

When officials began urg-
ing the public to stay home, 
she stuck to her regular 
routine and said not much 
has changed for her while 
others adjust to this new 
way of life. Her daughter 
and son-in-law usually take 
her to her medical appoint-
ments, and her daughter 
and husband often help 
with errands. 

However, Kramer does 

worry they might catch 
COVID-19 or bring it 
home.

“I worry about my fami-
ly because they go grocery 
shopping,” Kramer said. 
“Every time they go out 
I worry they are going to 
catch something. I don’t 
want anything to happen to 
my family.”

She worries about her 
mother, who is 84 and lives 
in Florida.

“I worry I am not go-
ing to see her again before 
this whole thing is over,” 
Kramer said. 

Although she does not 
leave her house, she can un-
derstand why others want 
to venture out after all these 
months. 

“Most of us who are im-
munocompromised, we’re 

Finding the normal

Vicky Kramer sits in her home on Thursday, Feb. 20. Kramer has 
stage four breast cancer and made a point of staying home even 
before the COVID-19 pandemic. Now she worries for the health of 
those around her.  MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-ZeitungSee VIRUS, page 8

For those with health conditions,
pandemic has meant worrying
about friends, family and others

Comal reports 6
new COVID cases 
and 20 recoveries
By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Reporting to Comal County commissioners 
for the first time in three weeks, health officials 
on Thursday reported adding 19 COVID-19 cas-
es — six new and 13 back-
logged — that increased 
the county’s case total to 
3,626.

Public Health Direc-
tor Cheryl Fraser said of 
26,898 tests of county resi-
dents, 2,817 have been confirmed as positive cas-
es with another 809 probable. 

There are five hospitalized patients among 
the county’s 101 active cases. The death total re-
mained at 120, she added.

“The seven-day positivity rate in the county on 
Wednesday was 6.31%, which is just under the 
state of Texas’ rate of 7.52%,” Fraser said.

The county reported 20 new recoveries on 
Thursday afternoon bringing its total to 3,405.

Local hospitals reported caring for six 

More Inside
COVID-19 surges in 
much of the United 
States and across 
Europe, see page 2

See COMAL, page 3

See VOTE, page 8

County election offi  cials say machines were secured, no votes were lost

Early voting machines at the 
Community Resource and Recreation 
Center were replaced after four were 
lost to a power surge on Thursday.

DAM Fine Sunday
Drive will cross 
over Canyon Dam

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Organizers of the annual DAM Fine Car Show 
altered the event to fit the pandemic, but prom-
ise the same family-friendly fun on Sunday. 

DAM Community Alliance’s most popular 
fundraiser was in jeopardy of being canceled be-
cause of COVID-19, but the organizations board 
of directors made some revisions to ensure the 
show would go on.

“This year, instead of gathering to admire 
classic cars, hot rods, Jeeps, motorcycles and 
other unique vehicles we’re going to encourage 
everyone to make this historic drive across the 
Canyon Dam,” said Jen Crownover, DCA board 
president and Precinct 4 county commissioner. 

DAM was formed to fund improvements for 
pedestrian and vehicle access around Overlook 

Family friendly event tailored around COVID

See DAM, page 8


