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Lady Unicorns take care of business with 
3-0 sweep of Wagner in district play
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New Braunfels will begin search for a new fire chief

Alfonso Dominguez, left, and Francisco Gonzalez install a carnival ride Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021 at the Comal County Fairgrounds in New Braunfels. 
PHOTOS BY ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | HERALD-ZEITUNG

County Fair ready for return
Event saddles up after last year’s cancellation
By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

Colorful carnival rides, 
thrilling rodeo shows and 
antique tractor competitions 
are back this year for the 
Comal County Fair & Rodeo. 

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic canceled last year’s fair, so 
this year the Comal County 
Fair Association is saddling 
up for the big event with im-
provements and expansions 
to the existing fairgrounds 
off 701 E. Common St.

The 127th Comal County 
Fair is Sept. 22 to Sept. 26. 
General admission is $10 for 
adults and $5 for ages 6 to 
12. Tickets are free for those 
under 6.

The fair officially opens 
Wednesday evening with 
Heart of America Shows Car-
nival rides.

Friday admission is free 
for all students until 4 p.m. 
Rodeo tickets are $20 and ad-
mission with reserved seat-
ing $25.

Each day is themed for a 
cause, with workers wearing 
purple on Thursday for Alz-
heimer’s awareness. The next 
night is breast cancer aware-
ness night where they will fly 
a pink flag. 

Saturday is military ap-
preciation night, with 
workers wearing red, white 
and blue. Sunday is “Camo 
Day” where everyone sports 
camo clothing.

Fair Parade
This year’s fair will recog-

nize Sergeant Major John A. 
McKinney as its grand pa-
rade marshal. 

McKinney is a New 
Braunfels native who serves 
as Senior Logistics and Sus-
tainment Non-Commis-
sioned Officer for the 211th 
Regional Support Group.

His overseas assignments 
have included deployments 

for Operation Desert Shield/
Desert Storm, Camp Arifjan, 
Kuwait for Operation En-
during Freedom, Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and training 
in Germany and Egypt.

He previously commanded 
the medical training support 
battalion at Joint Base San 
Antonio Ft. Sam Houston. 

The parade runs from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday and 
runs down S. Seguin Avenue 
to Main Plaza where it goes 
down E. San Antonio Street 
to finish near Prince Solms 
Park.

 

Around the grounds
The fair has its carnival 

rides and games setup as usu-
al near the front and trailing 
to the middle of the grounds. 

Past the carnival area is 
the dance hall, with outdoor 
seating, newly-added lights 
and a lowered surrounding 
gate that allows people to 

Adam Pierce sets up prizes for the carnival game “one ball” at the Comal 
County Fairgrounds Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021 in New Braunfels.

See FAIR, page 9

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

After 28 years in public service, 
New Braunfels Fire Department 
Chief Patrick O’Connell sudden-
ly retired on Monday.

O’Connell submitted his res-

ignation on Monday — two 

years and a week since he was 

announced to succeed Kenneth 

Jacks as permanent NBFD chief. 

No reason was given for the sud-

den departure and voice mails 

left Tuesday were not returned.

“We appreciate Chief 
O’Connell’s dedicated service to 
the department, the organization 
and the community,” City 
Manager Robert Camareno said 
in a statement. “Patrick has been 

City says Patrick O’Connell has announced his retirement New Braunfels Fire Chief 

Patrick O’Connell address-

es the crowd on Sept. 11, 

2021 in Main Plaza. City 

officials said Tuesday that 

O’Connell was announcing 

his retirement.

ALMA E. HERNANDEZ  
Herald-Zeitung

Number of locals
hospitalized with
COVID-19 climbs

By Steve Knight 
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County’s COVID-19 death toll 
rose to 407 on Tuesday with the deaths of 
two residents, while the number of county 
residents hospitalized with the virus also 
increased from the previous day.

County officials confirmed the deaths 
of a New Braunfels woman in her 50s on 
Aug. 30 at a local hospital and a Spring 
Branch man in his 80s on Sept. 10 at home.

As of Tuesday, 60,832 people who tested 
positive for the virus have died in Texas 
since the pandemic arrived in the state in 
March 2020. One in 480 Texans has died 
of COVID-19.

The Texas Department of State Health 
Services counts deaths based on death cer-
tificates that list COVID-19 as the cause 
of death, which excludes deaths of peo-
ple with COVID-19 who died of another 
cause.

County health officials reported 160 
new cases and 149 recoveries on Tuesday, 
bringing the number of active cases to 
1,576, up nine from the previous day and 
down 62 from a week ago. Of the new cas-
es, 87 are confirmed and 73 are probable.

Most new cases continue to skew toward 
people under the age of 50.

Forty of the new cases, including an in-
fant under 12 months, are people under 
20, 19 are in their 20s, 58 are in their 30s 
and 40s, 33 are in their 50s and 60s and 11 
were 70 and older.

Comal County hospitals reported car-
ing for 53 COVID-19 patients on Monday, 
down 10 from the previous day and up 
eight from a week ago, with 15 of those pa-
tients in intensive care and nine on venti-
lators. According to county officials, about 
94% of those patients are unvaccinated.

Of Comal County’s active cases, 40 resi-
dents were hospitalized on Monday, up 11 
from the previous day report and 13 from 
a week ago. 

Of those hospitalized, one patient is 
from age 1 to 18, three in their 30s, four in 
their 40s, eight in their 50s, 11 in their 60s, 
eight in their 70s and five older than 80.

Local hospitals have cared for a mix of 
county residents and those from outside 
the area since the pandemic began, and 
some local patients have been treated in 
outside hospitals.

On Monday, state officials reported 
4,314 new confirmed cases and 957 new 
probable cases, a decrease of 2,198 cases 

See COVID, page 6

2 more deaths put county’s toll at 407

See FIRE, page 6
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