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Sisters Eleanor, left, and Louisa Williams play in the sprayground at Fischer Park on Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021 in New Braunfels. 
Fischer Park is one of six projects competing for funding through Niagara Bottling in the 2021 Perk Your Park contest. To vote for 
Fischer Park visit Niagara’s Perk Your Park website. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

Park looking for perks

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels’ Fischer Park has 
been selected as one of six projects 
competing in the 2021 Niagara Perk 
Your Park contest.

Niagara Bottling, in partnership 
with the National Recreation and 
Park Association stages Perk Your 
Park as an initiative for revitaliz-
ing parks and community spaces 
throughout the country.

After funding four projects in 
2021, Niagara is giving communi-
ties a chance to cast their votes for 
the next projects to receive funding 
— establishing community gardens, 
updating playground amenities, in-
stalling hike and bike trails and other 
projects connecting nature and the 
outdoors.

Two selected park projects will 
receive renovations worth $90,000. 
New Braunfels seeks the most votes 
to fund improvements that would 
allow the general public direct access 

to Fischer Park’s 30-acres of restored 
Blackland Prairie and connect into 
its Enchanted Forest, a wooded area 
that has not yet been formally con-
verted into a public space for hiking 
and nature-play.

“This is a great opportunity for 
New Braunfels!” said Stacey Dicke, 
city parks and recreation director. 
“Through the Perk Your Park con-
test, with enough votes from res-
idents, we can get the funding to 
create about 1,400 linear-feet of trails 
through the restored Blackland Prai-

rie of Fischer Park,
“We will also be able to provide 

trails, signage, a nature-play area in 
the ‘Enchanted Forest,’ as well as be 
able to complete restoration work 
to balance the urban forest, increase 
tree canopy, and improve wildlife 
habitat.”

The contest began Wednesday and 
runs through Sept. 29. Residents can 
vote for Fischer Park once per day 
during that timeframe at https://
niagaraperkyourpark.com/parks/
perk-fischer-park/

A woman walks the trails at Fischer Park Thursday, Sept. 9, 2021 in New Braunfels. 
The grassy area on the right is Blackland Prairie that the park hopes to develop into a 
public space funded through the Niagara Bottling 2021 Perk Your Park contest. ALMA 
E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

Comal County
adds 2 additional
COVID-19 deaths

By Steve Knight & Will Wright 
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County’s 
COVID-19 death toll now 
stands at 389, as officials 
reported the deaths of an 
additional two residents 
Thursday, while local hos-
pitals continue to care for 
a significant number of un-
vaccinated patients infected 
with the virus.

Officials confirmed the 
deaths of a New Braunfels 
man in his 70s on Sept. 6 
and a Fischer man in his 
70s on Sept. 5, both at local 
hospitals.

As of Wednesday, 57,524 
people who tested positive 
for the virus have died in 
Texas since the pandem-
ic arrived in the state in 
March 2020. More than 
5,000 Texans have died in 
the last month.

The Texas Department of 
State Health Services counts 
deaths based on death cer-
tificates that list COVID-19 
as the cause of death, which 
excludes deaths of people 
with COVID-19 who died 
of another cause.

Comal County hospi-
tals reported caring for 
73 COVID-19 patients on 
Thursday, down one from 
the previous day and 14 
from a week ago, with 23 of 
those patients in intensive 
care and 14 on ventilators. 

“Our local hospitals are 
still very stressed,” Comal 
County Public Health Di-
rector Cheryl Fraser said 
Thursday morning during 
the weekly county commis-
sioners meeting. “An esti-
mated 95% of (patients) are 

Public health director says that local hospitals 

remain stressed with unvaccinated patients

By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

Since starting school in 
August, Comal and New 
Braunfels ISD schools 
have both had to deal 
with outbreaks of COVID 
— including some cam-
puses reporting large case 
numbers.

Among those with the 
highest case numbers 
for Comal ISD are John-
son Ranch Elementary, 
Spring Branch Middle 
School and Canyon Lake 
High School while in the 
New Braunfels ISD, the 
schools with the most 
active cases are Voss 
Farms Elementary, New 
Braunfels Middle School 
and New Braunfels High 
School.

Comal ISD as of 
Wednesday had 609 ac-
tive cases according to 
its dashboard totals, with 
those figures updating 
daily by 5 p.m.

New Braunfels ISD as 
of Monday had 191 active 
cases but only updates 
its dashboard weekly on 
Monday.

By the Numbers
In Comal ISD, Johnson 

Elementary has the most 
active cases at 72, Spring 
Branch Middle School 
has 67 active cases and 

Local schools
dealing with
rising cases

Fischer aims
for public votes
in $90k contest

See COVID, page 3 See SCHOOLS, page 5

SO investigating dog’s death a� er body 
was found tied to block in Canyon Lake

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County Sheriff ’s Office in-
vestigators are looking into the death 
of a dog found floating in Canyon Lake 
on Tuesday. 

Area resident Sunni Patrice Stalbird 
posted photos of the dog’s corpse float-
ing in the lake on her Facebook page 

Tuesday morning, identifying it as her 
14-year-old Labrador, Shylo. A group 
of kayakers discovered the dog’s corpse 
on Tuesday. 

Stalbird suspects her dog was killed 
sometime between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
on Monday. She said the dog’s feet had 
been tied to a metal post attached to a 
cement block in the bottom of the lake 
near Boat Ramp No. 7. 

Comal County Sheriff Mark 

See DOG, page 5

Sheriff : ‘We’re going to chase this 

down with everything we have’
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels Planning 
Commission members on 
Wednesday postponed ac-
tion on a recommendation 
to the city council regard-
ing a rezoning and special 
use permit request to allow 
unscreened outdoor storage 
at the site of the proposed 

New Braunfels Utilities 

headquarters building on 

a 70-acre tract located at 

the southwestern corner of 

Westpointe Drive.

The commission’s next 

meeting is scheduled for 

Oct. 6.

The vote to delay action 

on the measure came after 

Commissioner Jerry Soni-

er said he received a phone 
call from a representative of 
an apartment complex on 
Westpointe Drive asking for 
more time to gather infor-
mation regarding how the 
proposal would affect traf-
fic in the area.

According to city officials, 
the proposed zone change 

NBU outdoor storage recommendation

put on pause by planning commission

See NBU, page 9
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