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Wagner Thunderbirds. 
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Ashley Haegele, deputy to County Clerk Bobbie Koepp, listens to a customer inside the Comal County Courthouse Annex 
Friday, Sept. 17, 2021 in New Braunfels. The Annex reopened to county departments after a $11.4 million renovation. ALMA E. 
HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

County settles back in

County Clerk Bobbie Koepp and 
her staffers were unpacking boxes, 
setting up computers and arranging 
office furniture in the Landa Build-
ing on Friday.

“We moved out together and we’re 
moving back in together,” Koepp 
said of county departments that 
shifted into temporary digs during 
renovations of the Courthouse An-
nex and Landa Building adjacent 
to the Historic Courthouse. Both 
serve as the hub for county civil and 
criminal case loads that have piled 
up under COVID-19. 

While pre-trial motions and oth-
er hearings have been conducted 
through teleconferencing over the 
past 18 months, the $14.7 million 
Landa Building renovation, $2.4 
million holding facility for offend-
ers awaiting trials, and the $11.4 
million Annex renovation were 
completed.

SpawGlass Contractors complet-
ed all three of those projects, with 
the Landa Building and holding 
facility opening in May 2020, and 
the Annex opening in late July — 
in time to house the county’s third 
Court at-Law and new 466th Judi-

cial District Court. 
Criminal jury trials slated to be-

gin next week or the week of Oct. 4. 
On Monday, 400 prospective jurors 
were called to be seated in two pan-
els for family civil trials beginning 
Tuesday in County Court at-Law 
No. 3 and 433rd District Court. 
They will be the first major in-per-
son sessions since the pandemic 
began in March 2020.

 

Losing, then winning
In May 2010, voters turned 

down a proposed $36 million, 
127,000-square-foot, four-story 
justice center along Seguin Avenue, 
between Bridge and Zink streets — 

by a wide margin and eight months 
after a successful citizen-led peti-
tion drive ended commissioners’ 
hopes of issuing certificates of obli-
gation to pay for the project.

Sherman Krause was in between 
jobs then, having completed two 
terms as tax assessor-collector and 
before he sought and subsequently 
won the office of county judge. 

“It’s great that we did all of this 
work to add courts to reduce the 
caseload we have in Comal Coun-
ty,” Krause said on Monday. “Now, 
we’re right on the verge of seeing 
those courts used the way they were 

Comal County Clerk Bobbie Koepp oversees her office’s move from the Courthouse 
Annex back into the Landa Building on Friday, Sept. 17, 2021 in New Braunfels. 
ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels chamber announces new leader for destination marketing

By Steve Knight

The Herald-Zeitung

The Greater New Braunfels 
Chamber of Commerce on Mon-
day named New Braunfels res-
ident Mallory S. Hines as vice 
president, convention and visi-
tors bureau. 

Her responsibilities will in-

clude leading the destination 

marketing efforts for the city of 

New Braunfels.

“I couldn’t be happier to wel-

come Mallory to our team,” said 

Jonathan Packer, president and 

CEO of the chamber. “She has a 

strong track re-
cord of designing 
compelling expe-
riences that peo-
ple enjoy and is an 
exceptional lead-
er. She also loves 
New Braunfels, 
and I can’t wait to see what she, 
the Chamber and the city accom-
plish together under her leader-
ship.”

Hines joins the chamber after 
more than eleven years with the 
San Antonio Stock Show & Ro-
deo, where she served most re-
cently as the entertainment and 
exhibits officer. 

In that role, she managed a sig-
nificant budget and the procure-
ment, promotion and produc-
tion of large-scale concerts. 

She also guided a team respon-
sible for numerous profit centers, 

from food and beverage to fun 
and games.

“I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to combine my passions for 
relationship building, experience 
creation, travel and the incredi-
ble destination of New Braunfels, 
with my ability to create revenue 
opportunities from these pas-
sions,” Hines said. “It is an honor 

Mallory Hines joins chamber after more than 11
years with the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo

Comal’s active case

count falls, but local

hospital use climbs
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Recoveries outpaced 
new cases to bring Comal 
County’s active COVID-19 
case count below 1,600 on 
Monday, but local hospital 
use rose during the week-
end, with the vast majority 
of those patients unvacci-
nated.

County health officials 
reported 102 new cases and 
197 recoveries on Monday, 
bringing the number of ac-
tive cases to 1,567, down 95 
from Friday’s report and 
66 from a week ago. Of 
the new cases, 55 are con-
firmed and 47 are probable.

Half of the new cases re-
ported on Monday are peo-
ple under the age of 30.

Thirty-nine of the new 
cases, including an infant 
under 12 months, are peo-
ple under 20, 12 are in their 
20s, 31 are in their 30s and 
40s and 20 are in their 50s 

and 60s.
No deaths were reported 

Monday. The death toll re-
mained at 405.

As of Sunday, 60,784 peo-
ple who tested positive for 
the virus have died in Texas 
since the pandemic arrived 
in the state in March 2020. 
One in 480 Texans have 
died of COVID-19.

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
counts deaths based on 
death certificates that list 
COVID-19 as the cause 
of death, which excludes 
deaths of people with 
COVID-19 who died of 
another cause.

Comal County hospi-
tals reported caring for 63 
COVID-19 patients on 
Monday, up 17 from the 
previous day and 12 from a 
week ago, with 19 of those 
patients in intensive care 
and 11 on ventilators. 

From staff reports

The Comal ISD board 
of trustees will consider a 
grievance by the former 
head football coach and 
athletic director of Canyon 
High School when it meets 
Tuesday night.

Joe Lepsis brought the 
grievance, considered “Lev-
el III” because it is at the 
school board level, against 
the district.

There have been no public 

details released on the griev-
ance, and because they are 
personnel issues, they are 
almost always heard behind 
closed doors in executive 
session by the school board.

The agenda calls for the 
board to consider and take 
possible action on the griev-
ance and/or a release agree-
ment for the coach. 

In February, the district 
said Lepsis informed CHS 

Grievance from former 
Canyon football coach 
on CISD board agenda

Mallory Hines
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Offices return to 
Landa Building, 
Courthouse Annex
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