
Cougarettes collect 3 victories to begin 
Fraulein Volleyfest; NB goes 2-1
PAGE 8

US jobless claims hit a 
pandemic low
PAGE 6

FRIDAY | AUGUST 20, 2021 | HERALD-ZEITUNG.COM

Abby   ································   9 Classifieds   ·····················   9 Comics  ····························   7 Crosswords   ···················   7 Opinion   ···························   4 Obituaries   ······················   3 Stammtisch   ···················   2 Sports   ·····························   8 TV   ····································   3

1.00$96 76 Weather, 6 Vol. 168 No. 210@NewBraunfelsHZ

Make Extra Cash
BE A CARRIER FOR THE NEW BRAUNFELS HERALD-ZEITUNG

Be your own boss • Early morning hours weekdays & weekends • Finish early and enjoy the rest of your day
You should have a phone, valid driver’s license and insurance, and dependable transportation.

INTERESTED? Email circulation@nbtxhz.com • No phone calls please.

Santikos Entertainment employee Sarah works at the concession stand during a soft opening at the new Santikos theater Wednesday, 
Aug. 18, 2021 in New Braunfels. The theater opens to the public Friday, Aug. 20 at the New Braunfels Marketplace in the previous home 
of Alamo Drafthouse, but has gone through significant renovations and upgrades. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

It’s showtime at Santikos
New theater officially opens its doors to public today
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

New plush recliners — check.
New digital projectors — check.
New food and drink options — 

check.
New Braunfels’ newest cinema 

opens Friday as San Antonio-based 
theater operator Santikos Enter-
tainment debuts its newly refur-
bished theater at the former Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema location at 
New Braunfels MarketPlace.

It’s the company’s tenth venue, 
joining a family of theaters in Cibo-
lo and the San Antonio area.

Santikos signed an agreement 
in May with Wiggins Commer-
cial, which handles leasing at New 
Braunfels MarketPlace, to take over 
the former Alamo Drafthouse Cin-
ema, which had been closed since 
March 2020 when the COVID-19 
pandemic arrived locally.

That didn’t leave a lot of time to 
transform the theater for an August 
opening.

“We’ve been working on this for 
the last 90 days,” Santikos CEO Tim 

Handren said. “A lot of work has 
gone into this. We’re a family-ori-
ented company, so we’ve made this 
look like something we believe 
is appropriate for families. We’ve 
modernized all of the auditoriums. 
You’ll see brand new seating in 
there, so we’re really excited about 
this.”

Crews have updated the 11 au-

ditoriums, replacing the old seat-

ing with state-of-the-art recliner 

chairs in eight of the theaters. The 

armrests feature cup holders with a 

cooling gadget that will keep those 

beverages cold.

A full-service bar is also part of 

the theater’s amenities.

Cocktail artists Caitlyn Conboy, left, and Travis Wilkerson work behind the bar in the 
new Santikos theater Wednesday, Aug. 18 during a soft opening in New Braunfels. 
ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

See SANTIKOS, page 9

Comal preparing to 
offer booster shots 
to fight off COVID-19

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

As Comal County read-
ies for COVID-19 booster 
shots, the number of un-
vaccinated patients con-
tinues to concern county 
officials, who reported they 
make up 92% of those hos-
pitalized locally with the 
coronavirus.

Public Health Director 
Cheryl Fraser said local 
hospitals, which have pa-
tients from Comal and 
other areas, are caring for 
93 COVID-19 patients, in-
cluding 24 in intensive care 
beds and 16 on ventilators.

“From what we’re seeing, 
between 90% and 100% of 
those are unvaccinated,” 
Fraser told county commis-
sioners Thursday morning. 
“That number is kind of 
alarming because it means 
that almost one-fourth of 
hospitalized patients are 
already in the ICU — and 
they are very sick.”

Fraser reported 173 new 
COVID cases — 143 con-
firmed and 30 probable 
 — which upped the coun-
ty’s total to 14,506. She 

said a New Braunfels man 
in his 70s died at a New 
Braunfels hospital on Tues-
day, becoming the 354th 
Comal resident to die from 
the virus. Twenty-five 
Comal County residents 
are now hospitalized with 
COVID-19.

“The thing to point out 
is just how stressed our  

COVID surge pushes event 
on redistricting to go virtual

Comal County officials hope with the COVID-19 vaccine widely 
available at pharmacies and big box stores that the public health 
office won’t be needed to conduct mass vaccination clinics like they 
did earlier in the year.. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

See COVID, page 3

“That number is 

kind of alarming 

because it 

means that 

almost one-

fourth of 

hospitalized 

patients are 

already in the 

ICU — and they 

are very sick.”

Cheryl Fraser,
Comal County 

Public Health Director

93 in hospitals with 24 in ICU, 16 on ventilators

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

The League of Women Voters 
of the Comal Area announced 
Thursday that due to the resur-
gence in coronavirus cases, its 
Redistricting Mapping Event, 
scheduled from 2-3:30 p.m. on 
Saturday at Westside Commu-
nity Center, will instead meet 
online in a virtual format.

“Due to the high incidence 
of COVID-19 infections in 
Comal County, we will be hav-

ing our gathering on Zoom, 

rather than in-person as orig-

inally planned,” the LWV-CA’s 

form letter to participants 

said. “While we will miss see-

ing each of you in person, we 

believe that it is important for 

the health of our communities 

to limit opportunities for trans-

mission of the virus.”

To access the meeting, which 

will be held at the same time, 

See EVENT, page 3

Houston man still jailed after weekend

incident with gunfire near Tube Chute
By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

A 19-year-old Houston man 
spent this week in the county 
lockup since Saturday, when he 
was charged with firing shots 
into the Comal River near the 
Tube Chute that evening, police 
said.

David Ferguson, city commu-
nications coordinator, said po-
lice responded to a shots fired 
call at the location in the 100 

block of Liebscher Drive around 
7:53 p.m. Saturday.

“We received a call for shots 
fired in the Tube Chute area 
of Prince Solms Park,” Fergu-
son said. “Witnesses described 
a male who was attempting to 
leave, but we effected a felony 
traffic stop on that vehicle in the 
parking lot and took him into 
custody.”

Ferguson said police inter-
viewed “numerous” witnesses 
who said the man had argued 

with a family member while 
down at the river. 

“They said (the suspect) left 
the river area, and walked up the 
stairs to the parking lot, where 
he retrieved a firearm from a ve-
hicle,” Ferguson said. “He went 
back down to the river, fired two 
shots into the water – which did 
not strike anybody and no one 
was injured.”

Ferguson said witnesses told 

See GUNSHOTS, page 3
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