
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

“We will rebuild.”
That’s what 2019 Wurstfest 

President Jim Hill said after a 
fire burned down Marktplatz 
and damaged the Wursthal-
le building on the festival’s 
grounds.

Now, nearly two years on, 
that tragedy, along with 2020’s 
pandemic forced cancellation, 
became a triumph on Tues-
day evening, as a contingent of 
Wurstfest Opas and Omas cut 
the ribbon on the $12 million 
renovation project that will 
greet German food hungry and 
beer imbibing visitors for de-
cades to come.

Since its founding in 1961, 
the event has served as the big-

gest fundraiser of the year for 

local nonprofit organizations.

“Germans have a love of 

community, service to others 

and togetherness,” Opa Nathan 

Manlove said, addressing the 

assembled visitors before the 

ribbon-cutting ceremony. “The 

nonprofits and things they ben-
efit from are another piece of 
our culture in New Braunfels 
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By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

After sorting out the details 

of what prosecutors called a 

senseless crime committed 

nearly five years ago, a Comal 

County jury on Wednesday 

deliberated 45 minutes before 

convicting Carter Cole Bomer 

of murdering Julius Thomas 

Chambers.

The jury panel of seven 

women, five men and two 

alternates heard from only a 

handful of witnesses during 

the guilt or innocence por-

tion of the trial, which began 

early Tuesday and concluded 

without Bomer, 60, of Spring 

Branch, testifying just before 

11 a.m. Wednesday.

The jury returned at 11:45 

a.m. with its unanimous 

guilty verdict, read aloud by 

visiting Judge Dan Mills, sub-

bing for Judge Dib Waldrip in 

433rd District Court. Bomer 

and defense attorney Richard 

Jones shook their heads, in 

contrast to joyful gasps from 

Chambers’ widow and cousin.

“We are ecstatic about the 
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Carter Bomer See MURDER, page 7

A contingent of Wurstfest Opas and Omas cut the ribbon on the $12 million Wurstfest renovation project on the grounds on Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2021 in New 
Braunfels.  STEVE KNIGHT | Herald-Zeitung

Cutting into a new age

From left, Festival Chairman Miles Granzin, Grosse Opa Wayne Classen, Wurstfest Association President Randy Rust 
and event Opa Nathan Manlove address the assembled crowd prior to a ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Marktplatz 
on Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2021 in New Braunfels.  STEVE KNIGHT | Herald-Zeitung
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Public health
now offering 
COVID shots 
for children

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County Public Health 
is now offering COVID-19 Pfizer 
vaccines for children five years of 
age and older by appointment.

Last week, the Atlanta-based 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention approved the Pfizer 
vaccine for 
e m e r g e n c y 
use for chil-
dren ages 5 to 
11. About 2.9 
million chil-
dren in that 
younger age 
group are now 
eligible for the vaccine in Texas.

These are the dosage and ad-
ministration guidelines issued by 
the CDC:

• Adolescents ages 12 years and 
older receive the same dosage 
of Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine as 
adults.

• The Pfizer vaccine for chil-
dren ages 5 through 11 years has 
the same active ingredients as 
the vaccine given to adults and 
adolescents. However, children 
ages 5 through 11 cannot get the 
Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine given 
to adults and adolescents. In ad-
dition, children ages 5 through 11 
receive an age-appropriate dose 
that is one-third of the adult dose 
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cine. Smaller needles, designed  
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Houston mayor: 3 still in critical condition from Astroworld concert
By Juan A. Lozano 

Associated Press

HOUSTON (AP) — Three 

concertgoers remain in critical 

condition following a massive 

crowd surge during a Travis 

Scott performance that left eight 

people dead and hundreds more 
injured at the Astroworld music 
festival, Houston’s mayor said 
Wednesday. 

Mayor Sylvester Turner did not 
provide details about the condi-
tions of the fans who have been 
hospitalized since the rapper’s 

headliner performance Friday 
night. But the family of a 9-year-
old boy who attended the concert 
with his father has said the child 
is in a medically induced coma 
after sustaining injuries to his 
heart, lungs and brain. 

Authorities have launched a 

criminal investigation, but Turn-
er told city councilmembers 
during their weekly meeting that 
it could take some time to deter-
mine what caused the deaths at 
the sold-out festival, which drew 
some 50,000 attendees. 

“How did this happen? That is 

a question that remains on all of 
our minds,” Turner said. “How 
did this happen? Where were the 
missteps? Where were the fail-
ures? Where were the gaps? We 
owe it to the family members, all 
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