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County virus numbers continue to 
decline; 115th death confi rmed
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The BEST of New Braunfels

COVID-19 curbing in-person NNO attendance

Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

COVID-19 will prevent 
New Braunfels Police 
Department and Comal 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
from actively participat-
ing in National Night Out 
activities on Oct. 6, but 
both will be aiding city 

and county neighbor-
hood associations pre-
pare their own events.

“COVID-19 has caused 
so much stress in our 
country, state and com-
munities. We have always 
looked forward to partic-
ipating with our residents 
and neighbors to share 
information, updates and 

friendship,” the CCSO 
said in a Facebook post 
late last month. 

Unfortunately in the 
current situation with 
COVID, we responsibly 
are trying to limit the 
exposure of the depu-
ties onto the public and 
public on the deputies to 
safeguard the health and 

welfare of all.”
Usually, officers from 

both departments join 
city and county officials 
as part of the Texas ob-
servance of National 
Night Out, which annu-
ally bolsters resident in-
volvement in community 

Council approves 
restaurant outdoor 
seating measure

Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

After much discus-
sion, New Braunfels City 
Council on Monday ap-
proved a measure that 
will temporarily allow 
restaurants to expand 
indoor dining into out-
door parking areas.

The emergency or-
dinance, which will be 
reviewed before the end 
of the year, is designed 
to bolster economic con-
ditions still reeling from 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
It will allow restaurants 
to convert up to 40% of 
off-street parking spaces 
into temporary dining 
and food operations.

Christopher Looney, 
the city’s planning and 
development services 
director, reviewed the 
measure, which goes 
into effect immediately 
and extends until lifted 
by council.

“One area we sought 
to help (economically 
affected businesses) is 
in the temporary easing 
of restaurant minimum 
parking requirements,” 
he said, indicating the 
governor’s COVID-19 
orders limit most restau-
rants to 50% of normal 
seating capacity, leaving 
a good deal of their out-
door parking areas going 
unused. 

“We’re recommend-
ing they can use up to 
40% of those spaces for 
adding or expanding ex-
isting outdoor dining,” 
Looney said. “Perhaps it 
will increase the num-
bers of customers those 

restaurants will attract 
and serve.” 

Looney said the city 
is developing a stream-
lined permitting pro-
cess for the measure, 
which will not burden 
owners with additional 
costs. However, District 
2 Council Member and 
Mayor Pro Tem Justin 
Meadows worried that, 
as written, it could send 
the wrong message to 
downtown business 
owners — especially 
paying city fees, waived 
during COVID-19 — for 
usage areas.

“I’m in full support of 
helping people when we 
can but also in full sup-
port to help people help 
themselves,” Meadows 
said. “Downtown busi-
nesses have also invest-
ed in their property and 
purchased parking and 

See CITY, page 2

Coming Home

CCSO deputy looking forward to food, rehab
Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

After taking a nap, all 
Eddy Luna wanted was to 
scarf down comfort food 
from Mom.

“I’m feeling as good as I 
can I guess after everything 
that’s been going on,” he 
said. “I’m good enough to 
be home and I’m happy for 
that.”

Luna received a he-
ro’s welcome Tuesday, 
as flag-waving citizens 
honked horns as family 
members drove the Comal 
County Sheriff ’s Office vet-
eran home from San Anto-
nio’s University Hospital. 

Luna underwent 12 sur-
geries in 25 days recovering 
there after nearly losing his 
life in the line of duty. His 

right arm was amputated 
4.5 inches below the elbow 
two weeks after he was hit 
by a shotgun blast while 

serving an arrest warrant in 
Spring Branch.

“My body was good be-
fore the surgeries but then 
you find out how much 
they take a toll,” he said. 
“The doctors did their part 
— they got me to the point 
where I could come home. 
After 25-26 days in the 
hospital it worked out pret-
ty well, and coming home 
is a small victory.”

CCSO Chief Deputy 
Jimmy Jones said Luna’s as-
sessment was modest.

“There’s a lot emotion 
that comes with it,” he said. 
“Eddy is a great friend to 

Comal County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Eddy Luna hugs his sister, Krista Luna Flores, after returning home from the hospital on Sept. 
15. Most of Luna’s right arm was amputated after it was nearly shredded in a shotgun blast while serving a warrant in Spring Branch 
on Aug. 20. After a dozen surgeries and nearly a month in the hospital, the 29-year veteran is looking forward to returning to duty. 
MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Sets 2020-21 budget, new tax rate 

“One area we 

sought to help 

(economically af-

fected businesses) 

is in the temporary 

easing of restaurant 

minimum parking 

requirements. We’re 

recommending they 

can use up to 40% 

of those spaces for 

adding or expanding 

existing outdoor 

dining.” 

Christopher Looney, city’s 
planning and development 

services director

Jordan Leland, left, encourages Dean Courtney, 4, as he shakes 
hands with New Braunfels Police Chief Tom Wibert during National 
Night Out on Marigold Way on Oct. 1, 2019. MIKALA COMPTON 
| Herald-ZeitungSee NIGHT, page 3

City, county law agencies pledging assistance to groups

See DEPUTY, page 9

Comal County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Jimmy Jones and retired 
deputy Gene Hendon hold flags to honor and welcome home 
Deputy Eddy Luna as they stand along I-35 frontage road near 
Luna's home. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung


