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New Braunfels Christian Academy moves 
to 2-0 in district competition 
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Comal County adds 18 
new COVID-19 cases
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We’re all business!
The Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce

ChamberInNewBraunfels.com  |  info@InNewBraunfels.com  |  830-625-2385

Our priorities are to...

✔Strengthen the Local Economy

✔Be the Voice of Business

✔Advance Community Excellence

✔Provide Value to Members

Early voting
kicks off in
Texas today

Bars set to
open doors 
Wednesday

ELECTION 2020 COMAL COUNTY

A young giraffe lays in the grass as visitors drive by at Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch on Thursday, July 2.  MIKALA COMPTON 
| Herald-Zeitung

A wildlife winner

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch 
is a winner in the 2020 USA TO-
DAY 10Best Readers’ Choice travel 
award contest for best safari park.

Twenty nominations were made 
by an expert panel. Then, the public 
voted for their favorite nominees. 
The Comal County attraction fin-
ished ninth among the country’s 
best safari parks. 

“We are excited to be a top 10 
winner again this year,” said NBWR 
Marketing Director Tiffany Soecht-
ing. “It is an honor to be recognized 
among the most favored by visitors 
in the United States.”

The contest results are meant to 
serve as an unbiased resource for 
travelers as they pursue experiences 
and destinations. 

To see USA Today 10Best’s ver-
sion of this news, visit https://
www.10best.com/awards/travel/

best-safari-park-2020/.
“We have spent over 30 years 

caring for some of the world’s en-
dangered species, and conservation 
has been a big focus for the Ranch,” 
Soechting said. “Knowing that our 
peers and visitors chose us as their 
favorite safari gives me hope that 
educating and enlightening people 
on animal biology will help those 
endangered species sustain in the 
wild.”

Other winners included Fossil 
Rim Wildlife Center, Glen Rose; 
Wildlife Safari Park, Ashland, Ne-

braska; Bearizona Wildlife Park, 
Williams, Arizona; San Diego Zoo 
Safari Park, San Diego; Wildlife Sa-
fari, Winston, Oregon; Safari West, 
Santa Rosa, California; Virginia Sa-
fari Park, Natural Bridge, Virginia; 
The Wilds, Cumberland, Ohio; and 
Lion Country Safari, Loxahatchee, 
Florida.

With COVID-19 infections still 
a concern, the attraction’s safari 
drive-thru is especially relevant as a 
social distancing option. 

A variety of animals wonder onto the road as cars approach to view them at Natural 
Bridge Wildlife Ranch on Thursday, July 2.  MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Comal County
safari places in
top 10 in USA

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

As early voting begins 
Tuesday for the Nov. 3 
elections, the court battle 
over Texas counties allow-
ing more than one drop-off 
location for mail-in ballots 
continues.

The 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals on Satur-
day issued 
an emer-
gency stay 
of a feder-
al judge’s 
injunction 
b l o c k i n g 
Gov. Greg 
A b b o t t ’ s 
order that 
limits counties to one bal-
lot drop-off location during 
early voting. 

Austin-based U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Robert Pittman 
issued the injunction on 
Friday. He said Abbott’s 
Oct. 1 order was unconsti-
tutional because limiting 
each of the state’s 254 coun-
ties to only one ballot drop-
off site, regardless of size, 
likely violates residents’ 
right to vote. 

Attorney General Ken 
Paxton asked for and re-
ceived a stay of that ruling 
to reinstate the order while 
the appeals court decides to 
make it permanent. While 
the governor’s order dras-
tically reduced the number 
of sites where voters could 
drop off mailed ballots, it 
won’t affect Comal County, 
which has always had a sin-
gle drop-off location.

“I commend the Fifth 
Circuit for temporarily 

Court battle still waged 
over drop-off locations

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County has opt-
ed into Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
recent orders allowing re-
openings of bars at par-
tial capacity beginning on 
Wednesday.

Judge Sherman Krause 
said last week that he 
planned to 
discuss as-
pects of the 
governor’s 
latest order 
with city of-
ficials and 
b u s i n e s s 
owners and 
hoped to 
wrap those Friday or early 
Monday. The county said 
it submitted paperwork 
Thursday, one day after 
Abbott allowed counties to 
work with the Texas Alco-
holic Beverage Commission 
in allowing resumption of 
in-person bar services at 
50% capacity indoors and 
without capacity limits out-
doors. County judges were 
allowed the option in areas 
where COVID-19 patients 
total 15% or fewer of those 
hospitalized. 

Bar patrons must wear 
masks when not seated at ta-
bles, and tables must be lim-
ited to six people or fewer. 
They must be seated while 
eating or drinking indoors, 
with exceptions for brew-
eries, distilleries and winer-
ies. All establishments must 
follow an 11 p.m. curfew on 
serving alcohol, set by the 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services.

“Many businesses in our 

Owners have to complete, 

submit an Open Safe Plan

See VOTE, page 5

More 

Inside
Find a full
list of early
voting poll
locations and 
hours on
page 5.

See SAFARI, page 8

Sherman 
Krause

By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

It’s been over a decade since 
area motorists could rely on a 
roadside assistance program, but 
the Texas Department of Trans-
portation recently brought it out 
of mothballs and is now assisting 
stranded vehicles throughout the 
greater San Antonio area.

After similar launches in Aus-
tin two years ago and El Paso 

over the summer, TxDOT’s 
Highway Emergency Response 
Operator (HERO) roadside as-
sistance program opened for San 
Antonio-area roads Aug. 31. 

HERO features red, white and 
blue painted Dodge Ram trucks 
that assist stranded motorists 
by changing flat tires, providing 
fuel, removing light debris and 
providing emergency roadside 
assistance. HERO operators also 
assist at crash scenes by assisting 

first responders, clearing minor 
crashes and providing traffic and 
lane control.

“The HERO roadside assis-
tance program is one of many 
TxDOT initiatives to improve 
safety and reduce congestion 
for San Antonio area drivers,” 
said Mario Jorge, TxDOT’s San 
Antonio-area district engineer. 
“We are excited to launch this 

State brings back roadside assistance program for safety, to reduce congestion

Source: Texas Department of 
TransportationSee HERO, page 5

See BARS, page 8


