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Retired Army Colonel finds joy in volunteering with all his might
By Betty Taylor
Herald-Zeitung Contributor

When you meet retired Army 
Col. Steve Cornelius at a coffee 
shop, you might be surprised 
when he orders a double espresso. 

He is the first to tell you he is 
high energy, and you can quick-
ly tell that the joyful smile and 
contagious laughter are always 
there, with or without extra jolts 
of coffee.

After serving in the military for 
25 years, 7 months and 23 days, 
Cornelius and his wife, Linda, ar-
rived in New Braunfels upon his 

retirement in 2019.
“This city found us,” he ex-

plained. “We knew we did not 
want to live in a big city. We at-
tended the downtown tree light-
ing in New Braunfels. We heard 
the laughter. We saw the fami-
lies. We saw the dogs. It was like 
a Hallmark movie. It had every-
thing I wanted in a hometown.”

After moving nearly every two 
years during his military career, 
Steve and Linda settled in New 
Braunfels, relocating from Ft. Sam 
Houston in San Antonio. Since 
then, he has never looked back, 
and never stopped giving back, in 
his hometown.

His first volunteer opportuni-
ty came with Hope Hospice. For 
him, it was an easy choice.

“I wanted to give in areas 
where it was not a shiny object,” 
he explained.

As an 11th Hour volunteer, he Steve Cornelius makes potato pancakes at the Rotary booth Friday, Nov. 5, 2021 
at Wurstfest in New Braunfels. It’s just one of many areas where he volunteers. 
ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung
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See GOOD, page 5

Rotary Club members make potato pancakes at their booth Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021 at Wurstfest in New Braunfels. The Rotary 
has a $200,000 goal in food sales this year. The 2021 Wurstfest wraps up at the end of Sunday.  ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | 
Herald-Zeitung

Booths back in business

Wurstfest sales boom used to help those in need
By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

Nonprofits are back on the 
Wurstfest grounds churning out 
potato pancakes, pretzel dogs 
and other goodies to raise mon-
ey for themselves or other non-
profit organizations.

The Wurstfest grounds boasts 
several booths full with kitchens 
and equipment, a return after a fire 
and the pandemic canceled the fest 
in 2020. 

The Rotary Club of New Braunfels 
is enjoying its new, “professional” 
kitchen and booth that is double the 
size compared to 2019’s booth. 

Rotary Club president Felicia 
James said she is proud of their vol-
unteers who contribute thousands 
of hours to boost food sales as 
many festival goers excitedly return 
to the grounds. 

Those proceeds are distributed 
among nonprofits which apply for 
funding.

“We’re super excited about it, be-
cause that just means it’s that much 
money we can give away to our 

community next year, it’s the whole 

reason we’re there and we’re here,” 

James said. “It’s to improve lives, 

make an impact.”

Now that nonprofits are getting 

back on their feet from the pan-

demic, the Rotary Club is excited to 

raise funds to help. It has a $200,000 

goal in food sales for this year.

“It’s record setting day after day,” 
Rotary Club of New Braunfels 
Wurstfest co-chair Travis Taylor said. 
“Year over year it’s about a 49 percent 
increase in gross sales so far for five 
days [over the festival this year].”

In 2019, they raised about 
$130,000 in gross food sales, not 

Laci Bird hands a cookie off for a customer at the St. Jude’s Ranch for Children Texas 
booth Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021 at Wurstfest in New Braunfels. After last year’s event was 
canceled by the COVID-19 pandemic, groups are happy to be back serving customers and 
raising money for their organizations. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

Army veteran Martin Monceballez and his daughter, Air Force veteran 
Candice Tangjian, salute the flag as the national anthem is sung during 
the Veterans Day celebration Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021 at Main Plaza in 
New Braunfels. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung
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Salute on Main Plaza
honors local veterans
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

“As we express our grati-
tude, we must never forget 
that the highest apprecia-
tion is not to utter words 
but to live by them.”

The late President John 
F. Kennedy’s words came 
into focus Thursday as 
residents came together at 
New Braunfels’ Main Plaza 
to recognize and thank vet-
erans for their service.

The 30-minute noontime 
event, hosted by Hope Hos-

pice, began with an invoca-
tion by Retired Army Col. 
Zan Sellers and members 
of the Honor Guard from 
VFW Post 7110 posting 
the colors, which includ-
ed flags from all branches 
of the U.S. Armed Forces 
— Air Force, Army, Coast 
Guard, Marine Corps, 
Navy and Space Force.

In a welcome to veter-
ans and guests assembled, 
Chris Sitton, Hope Hospice 
community liaison, said 

WWII veteran speaks 
at First Baptist Church
By Lisa Dreher

The Herald-Zeitung

World War II army in-
fantry veteran Allen Don-
ald Chandler told trau-
matizing but heroic war 
stories during a First Bap-
tist get-together for adult 
seniors on Veterans Day.

“We haven’t been in 
church for several months, 
but we’re coming back,” 
Chandler said smiling as 
the audience applauded.

Chandler, known by al-

most everyone as “Don,” 
was born in Galveston and 
grew up in Texas. He enlist-
ed in the Army a bit after 
college and later joined the 
43rd Infantry Division.

“After I got out of high 
school I went down to the 
service and actually I want-
ed to get in the Navy, I was 
born on the water and un-
derstood things,” Chandler 
said.

That did not work out, so 

VETERANS DAY
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