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Man charged with
murder in death of
Canyon Lake man

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County Sheriff’s Office deputies ar-
rested a 20-year-old man now charged with 
stabbing a man who was found dead on a Can-
yon Lake street Sunday morning.

Jennifer Smith, CCSO public in-
formation officer, said following 
a brief car chase deputies arrested 
Brody Tyler Davis, 20, of Converse, 
at 8:19 p.m. Sunday. She said Da-
vis was driving a vehicle owned by 
Kyle Leonard Foster, 53, of Canyon 
Lake, who was found lying dead around 10 a.m. 
Sunday.

“The preliminary investigation revealed that 
Foster received a fatal stab wound to the neck,” 
Smith said. “Once the victim was identified, 

River Gardens 
facility battling 
COVID-19 spread
By Steve Knight 

The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County health officials said Saturday they 

had received a report of 42 cases of COVID-19 at 

the River Gardens assisted living facility in New 

Braunfels.

Of those cases, according 

to officials, 32 of them were 

among residents, and 10 

more were among the staff of 

the facility.

According to its website, 

River Gardens is an interme-

diate care facility for individ-

uals with intellectual disabil-

ities served in a residential 

group home setting with 24-hour staff.

Comal County officials said not all of the cases at 

Brody Tyler 

Davis

Texas leaders ask Gov. Abbott for authority to enforce stay-at-home orders
By Cassandra Pollock
The Texas Tribune

As Texas grapples with soaring 
coronavirus cases and hospital-
izations, local elected officials in 
some of the state’s most populous 
counties are asking Gov. Greg 
Abbott to roll back business re-
openings and allow them to rein-
state stay-at-home orders for their 
communities in an effort to curb 
the spread of the virus.

Officials in 
Harris, Bexar, 
Dallas and Tra-
vis counties have 
either called on 
or reached out to 
the governor in 
recent days, ex-
pressing a desire 

to implement local restrictions for 
their regions and, in some cases, 
stressing concerns about hospital 

capacity.
Local governments across the 

state implemented stay-at-home 
orders, which generally direct 
businesses deemed nonessential 
to shut down, to varying degrees 
in March before the governor is-
sued a statewide directive at the 
beginning of April. Abbott’s stay-
at-home order expired at the end 
of April, when he began announc-
ing phased reopenings in the state 

and forcing local governments 
to follow his lead. Since then, a 
number of local officials, many of 
whom have been critical of Ab-
bott’s reopening timeline, have 
argued that the jurisdiction to re-
instate such directives is no longer 
in their hands.

“If you are not willing to take 
these actions on behalf of the state, 
please roll back your restriction 
on local leaders being able to take 

these swift actions to safeguard 
the health of our communities,” 
Sam Biscoe, interim Travis Coun-
ty judge, wrote in a letter to Ab-
bott on Monday.

Biscoe asked Abbott “to roll all 
the way back to Stay Home orders 
based on worsening circumstanc-
es,” further cap business occupan-
cy, mandate masks, and ban gath-
erings of 10 or more people.

Floating through uncertainty
By Lauren Corbell
The Herald-Zeitung

Gov. Greg Abbott on Fri-
day pulled the reins on Tex-
as’ reopening, closing bars 
and river outfitters, reduc-
ing restaurant capacity from 
75% down to 50%, and ban-
ning outdoor gatherings of 
more than 100 people. Over 
the weekend smaller crowds 
still managed to find a way 
to float the rivers, while 
business owners also strug-
gled to stay afloat.

“Everybody is trying so 
hard to find the right an-
swer,” said Brandi Jewell, 
owner of Water 2 Wine. “It’s 
really tough when you’re on 
the end where your business 
could shut down, but you’re 
also trying to keep custom-
ers happy and employees 
safe. Everyone’s trying so 
hard to come up with an 
answer — I just don’t know 
what it is.”

Jewell’s business is one 
that straddles the line be-
tween bar and retailer, with 
a wine tasting room for cus-
tomers to sip and mingle, as 
well as a selection of bottled 
wines and wine products. 
When bars were ordered 
closed on Friday, Jewell 

found herself once again 
scrambling to come up with 
a new way to do business.

“It’s like a punch to the 
gut,” she said. “This second 
time around is so hard. We 
didn’t see it coming. We 
only had a couple of hours’ 
notice to make a new plan.”

For Water 2 Wine, that 

meant closing the doors to 

the public, offering curbside 

pick-up and providing out-

side space where customers 

can drink the bottle of wine 

they purchased. 

Groups of tubers float on the Comal River on Saturday. Texas Governor Greg Abbott closed the operations of river outfitters on Friday, but 
several still allowed tubers to park and access the river without their active involvement. BMG Drone Photography 

See MURDER, page 8

Suspect was driving vehicle of a Canyon 

Lake man found stabbed to death Sunday

New virus restrictions leave businesses looking for answers

Groups of tubers float on the Guadalupe River on Saturday. BMG Drone Photography 

See STATE, page 3

Abbott

See POSITIVE, page 6

VIRUS TESTING
Residents wish-
ing to be tested 
for COVID-19 can 
call the county’s 
dedicated hotline, 
830-221-1120 , 
between 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

See WEEKEND, page 5


