
1.50$

Canyon Lake, Davenport roll to lopsided 
victories to open Class 4A-I playoffs
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Monday blaze at 
restaurant results 
in ‘complete loss’

By Theresa Davis
The Herald-Zeitung

A fire on Monday night 
reduced the Cancun Mex-
ican Restaurant in New 
Braunfels to charred rubble. 

New Braunfels fire crews 
responded to a structure fire 
at the South Seguin Avenue 
building at about 11:30 p.m. 

New Braunfels Fire De-
partment spokesperson 

David Ferguson said that 
the roof collapsed during 
the fire, making the struc-
ture unstable. 

“They finished putting 
out the majority of the fire 
but there’s still smoldering 
hot pockets,” he said. 

No injuries were reported. 
The cause of the fire re-

mains under investigation. 

See FIRE, page 9

NBFD reports no injuries at scene 

NEW BRAUNFELS

Alex Meixner plays the accordion during a performance by his band to kick off the 2022 Wurstfest celebration on Friday. 
Nov. 4 at Wursthalle in New Braunfels. Wurstfest concluded on Sunday, Nov. 13. MIKIE FARIAS | mikiefariasphoto.com

Voices from Wurstfest
Festival attendance surpasses 200K mark on � nal day
By Catherine Wilson
The Herald-Zeitung

While Wurstfest has come to a 
close, the sausage-fueled hangover 
lingers as thousands of festival go-
ers recuperate from all the fun. 

The Wurstfest Association re-
ported that a total of 220,000 people 
visited the festival grounds during 
the 10-day event to immerse them-
selves in German culture. 

Attendance dropped by about 
9% from last year when demand 
was at its prime following a fire 
that consumed parts of the Mar-
ketplatz in 2019, along with the 
pandemic of 2020.

The drop in attendance was ex-
pected, said Suzanne Herbelin, the 
executive director of the Wurstfest 
Association of New Braunfels.

Even with the lower attendance, 
the festival was a success.  

“The people were friendly 
and came to enjoy,” Herbelin 
said. “The 54 vendors on site 
included 24 local non-profits 

that earned hundreds of thou-
sands in revenue to benefit 
their organization.”

Some attendees waited until the 
last day to cross off a few items 
from their Wurstfest bucket lists, 
which for one family meant mak-
ing a pit stop for wood-fired pizza 
and a pork chop on a stick. 

“The last day and the first day 
are my favorite days,” Sarah Cox 
said. “You kind of have the place to 
yourself a little bit for a little while.”

The family has made Wurstfest 
an annual tradition — spend-
ing time taking in the sights and

See WURSTFEST, page 13

NBISD to give $1,500 
payment to full-time 
teachers as incentive
Part-time teachers to receive $750
By Catherine Wilson
The Herald-Zeitung

Heading into the holi-
day season, full-time New 
Braunfels ISD teachers, fac-
ulty and staff will receive 
a $1,500 payment — and 
part-time employees will 
get a $750 payment — as 
part of a fall incentive.

The supplemental pay-
ments, which the board 
emphatically approved 
during a meeting Monday 
evening, will be delivered 
starting Dec. 6. 

“(We) always want to do 
more for our staff, but if 
we can give every full-time 

employee one $1,500 check 
… and every half-time staff 
member $750, especially 
leading up to the holidays, 
it would be a huge incen-
tive,” NBISD Superinten-
dent Cade Smith said.  

The payments are part 
of a fund balance created 
by the ESSER funds, which 
were allocated to help stu-
dents and teachers deal 
with the learning loss ex-
perienced as a result of the 
pandemic. 

This is just one of the 
district’s strategies to re-
tain campus staff members

See NBISD, page 8
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City sees uptick in DUIs during Wurstfest
By Theresa Davis
The Herald-Zeitung

Wurstfest draws thousands 
of visitors to the New Braunfels 
area.

The celebration of German 
heritage encourages festivalgo-
ers to drink responsibly and not 
to drink and drive.

But even with those warnings, 
the New Braunfels area saw an 
uptick in DUIs and public in-
toxication arrests during the 10-
day festival. 

During the 10-day festival, the 
NBPD and the Comal Coun-

ty Sheriff ’s Office arrested 42 
people for driving while intox-
icated, and 27 people for public 
intoxication. 

New Braunfels Police Depart-
ment spokesperson David Fer-
guson said that a separate secu-
rity team manages incidents on 
the festival grounds.

Police officers did have in-
creased traffic patrols around 
the city during the festival.  

“Outside of the grounds, it’s a 
little hard sometimes to figure 
out if something is directly con-
nected to Wurstfest or not,” Fer-

guson said. “Like if someone is 
arrested for public intoxication 
downtown, is it from Wurstfest, 
or were they at a bar? Same with 
a DUI on I-35.” 

Comal County saw the biggest 
uptick in alcohol-related arrests 
during the weekends, with a ma-
jority of the incidents occurring 
in the late evening hours or ear-
ly morning during the weekend.  

In the weekend prior to 
Wurstfest, NBPD and the CCSO 
arrested nine people for driving 
while intoxicated and eight peo-
ple for public intoxication. 

Council approves impact 
fee items during meeting
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels City Coun-
cil members on Monday ap-
proved two impact fee items 
that officials say will shift the 
burden of paying for capital 
projects away from local tax-
payers and utility ratepayers.

Members gave initial ap-
proval to a measure raising 
maximum collected roadway 

impact fees, which would gen-
erate additional funds needed 
for roadway projects prompt-
ed by new development.

The item would increase 
collected impact fees to 100% 
of the maximum assessable 
fee to address transportation 
needs and place more of the 
burden on developers — and 
likely passed on to future

See FEES, page 13


