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By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County officials are 
bracing for their first COVID-19 
election, as early voting begins 
Monday for the July 14 party pri-

mary runoffs.

Polls in Comal and Guada-

lupe counties will accept ballots 

through July 10 for those selecting 

between the top two Republican 

and Democratic primary candi-

dates who failed to exceed 50% 

pluralities on March 3. Winners 

will secure party nominations for 

the Nov. 3 general election.

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, 

Gov. Greg Abbott doubled the 

time period for early voting, which 

excepting the July 4 holiday period 

runs through July 10. 

Balloting is open to all regis-

tered voters, regardless if they were 

registered or voted in the March 

primaries. Those who voted un-
der party banners in March must 
again cast ballots with the same 
party — and all who are able must 
vote in person.

See VOTING, page 9A

Texas takes a step back after spike

By Will Wright 
The Herald-Zeitung

Comal County officials said they are con-
sidering but have not formalized additional 
actions following stricter state and city mea-
sures announced Friday to curb the spread of 
COVID-19.

County Judge Sherman Krause said the 
county will enforce the orders announced 

by Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott — along 
with addition-
al mandates the 
county will have for 
parks, boat ramps 
and unincorporat-
ed areas ahead of 
the July Fourth hol-
iday weekend.

Before a confer-
ence call with city 
mayors Friday af-
ternoon, Krause 

said he hadn’t seen the statement issued by 
the city of New Braunfels, which immediately 
closed its parks and river operations within 
its boundaries. 

Krause said the county was waiting to hear 
the latest from Abbott, who issued several 
orders this week and curtailed the state’s re-
opening after the recent uptick of thousands 
of COVID-19 cases throughout Texas. 

See COMAL, page 7A

River parks closed for the first time a month ago on March 26. Three months later the parks are ordered to close again to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 after record-breaking positive case increases. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung
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Comal County’s COVID-
19 positivity rate over 9%, 
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Gov. Abbott orders bars 
to close again, dials back 
restaurant capacity to 
50%, page 6A

Seguin mayor signs face 
mask order, page 3A

Early primary runoff voting kicks off Monday amid pandemic

Comal County 
delays additional
COVID-19 actions
Krause vows enforcement of 

governor’s coronavirus orders

Local businesses scramble to 
adapt to new COVID closures

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Three months after it closed its river parks to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 the first time, New 
Braunfels again took that step Friday.

City officials closed river parks along the 
Comal River and Guadalupe River within the 
city limits, including Prince Solms Park, Hinman 
Island, River Acres Park and Cypress Bend Park.

Other city-owned riverfront property that is 
controlled or maintained by the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department is also closed, including 
the wading pool in Landa Park, the Garden Street 
Exit, the Last Public Exit and the area under the 
Faust Street Bridge.

The city’s action came after Gov. Greg Abbott 
early Friday issued new orders addressing the 
spread of COVID-19, which halts commercial 
rafting and tubing as well as bans gatherings of 
more than 100 people unless the local govern-
ment approves.

City closes river 
parks again, hits 
pause on fi reworks

A Texas National Guard member puts on personal 
protective equipment before they conduct corona-
virus testing on April 30. MIKALA COMPTON | 
Herald-Zeitung

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

Commercial rafting and tubing 
businesses, a mainstay of the New 
Braunfels tourism industry, must 
close under an executive order 
issued by Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Friday to contain the spread of 
COVID-19.

Abbott issued the order as the 
number of people testing positive 
for COVID-19 and the number of 
hospitalizations increased state-
wide.

The state’s positivity rate has 
increased above 10%, which the 
governor previously said would 
lead to further preventative ac-
tion.

Comal County has also seen a 
significant increase in COVID-19 
cases, as well as its positivity rate, 
the daily percentage of people 
testing positive for COVID-19 
in relation to the total number of 

people tested that 
day.

County health 
officials on Fri-
day reported 48 
new confirmed 
and probable cas-
es of COVID-19 
for a total of 552 

since the pandemic began.
Comal County’s positivity rate 

is now 9.2%, up from 8.47% on 
Thursday and 6.27% one week 
ago. It’s the highest positivity rate 
in the county since April 10.

Public health experts say the 
goal is to hold the positivity rate 
below 6%.

State officials said the targeted, 
measured directives in the order 
“are based on links between cer-
tain types of businesses and ser-
vices and the recent rise in posi-
tive cases throughout the state.”

See PARKS, page 8ASee BUSINESSES, page 8A
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