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Mid-Texas Symphony goes virtual for concert season
By Lauren Corbell
The Herald-Zeitung

Orchestral music lov-
ers can enjoy a digital in-
terlude from Mid-Texas 
Symphony in the coming 
months, as the nonprofit 
recently announced the 
pandemic-related cancel-
lation of its 2020 concert 
season.

“Earlier this year, when 

we had to cancel our April 

concert, we realized we 

had to find a way to stay 

relevant and fresh on ev-

erybody’s mind,” Jason 

Irle, executive director of 

the symphony, said.

Throughout the sum-

mer, the symphony has 

released a score of musi-

cal offerings, from Spo-

tify playlists compiled by 

members of the orchestra 

to videos of members per-

forming from home.

“It has been a surprise 

every week for our follow-

ers,” Irle said. “When we 

realized our fall season was 

in jeopardy, we knew we 

needed an enhanced ver-

sion of the program.”

Working with Akiko 

Fujimoto, the symphony’s 

music director, they creat-
ed MTS@Home, a landing 
spot for virtual content, 
including Musical Messag-
es — music paired with in-
depth conversations about 
its history — performanc-
es from local members and 
guest musicians, concert 
playbacks from the last 15 
years with discussion by 

2 more COVID 
deaths reported 
in Comal County
From Staff Reports

Comal County’s COVID-19 death count now 
stands at 62 after a pair of deaths last week, officials 
said Monday.

Both patients died 
Thursday in New 
Braunfels hospitals 
and included a New 
Braunfels woman in her 
50s and a man in his 
60s who was a Colonial 
Manor resident.

The county also add-
ed 27 new cases of the 
disease and 19 addi-
tional recoveries. The 

county now has 455 active confirmed and proba-
ble COVID-19 cases. Of them, 69 are hospitalized, 

Commissioners 
to consider more 
in jail expenses 

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

The months-long delay to complete the new 
county jail will cost $220,000 more in boarding of-
fenders outside of the county, which Comal Coun-
ty Commissioners will consider Thursday.

Officials said in recent weeks the $72 million fa-
cility received its certificate of occupancy from the 
city of New Braunfels and passed a final inspec-
tion by the Texas Commission on Jail Standards. 
Thursday’s action, if approved, will compensate 
Atascosa and Burnet counties for housing offend-
ers at its facilities at $49 per day.

Since 2016, the county spent more than $5 mil-
lion to house overflow offenders outside its 337-

PEDDLER’S PACE

Kathryn Ramsey and Delores Dishong look at clothing at the Darlin’s French Farmhouse booth during the Peddler Show at the Civic/
Convention Center on Friday. Vendors showcased crafts, fashion and specialty products. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

The virtual season begins Aug. 24. To access MTS@Home, go to www.
mtsymphony.org. For more information, call 830-463-5353 or email 
boxoffice@mtsymphony.org. Submitted photo 

See VIRUS, page 2

VIRUS HOTLINE
Residents wishing to 

be tested for COVID-

19 can call the coun-

ty’s dedicated hotline, 

8 3 0 - 2 2 1 - 1 1 2 0 , 

between 8 a.m. and 5 

p.m. Monday through 

Friday.

See SYMPHONY, page 9

$220K more to board offenders outside of 

county while awaiting delayed new facility

See COUNTY, page 6

ABOVE LEFT: Jackie Woodard talks with Brent 

Sweetin, owner of Triple S Metal Works, during the 

Peddler Show at the Civic/Convention Center on 

Friday. ABOVE: Tandie Van Der Berg, right, fastens 

a necklace around Kathy Talbert at the Opal Dreams 

booth during the Peddler Show at the Civic/Convention 

Center. LEFT: Jaxon Fauth, 6, and Mason Fauth, 8, 

play with interactive books during the Peddler Show. 
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