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Comal hospitals 
now caring for 
29 virus patients

By Chris Lykins
The Herald-Zeitung

The number of 
COVID-19 patients in lo-
cal hospitals continues to 
climb, with health officials 
saying there were 29 there 
on Monday morning.

Of those 29 patients, nine 
are intensive care and sev-
en on ventilators, officials 
said. That’s eight more pa-
tients than the county re-
ported on Friday, with one 
more now in ICU and four 
more on ventilators.

Those patients represent 
a mix of local residents and 

out-of-county patients. 
County officials said 14 
local residents are hospi-
talized with the virus, but 
they could be hospitalized 
locally as well as out of the 
area. That’s an increase of 
one since Friday’s report.

Local hospital use during 
the summer surge hit hard-
est in July when more than 
60 COVID-19 patients 

COVID-19 shelves 
annual community
Thanksgiving meal

By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

The cancellation of 
the annual Communi-
ty Thanksgiving Dinner 
because of the pandemic 
doesn’t come as a surprise 
to organizer Cheryl Craft. 
She had first-hand expe-
rience with COVID-19 
and its dangers over the 
summer.

“I was upset, but I do 
totally understand since I 
had caught COVID in the 
month of July and was in 
ICU,” she said. “I’m still re-

covering and I still get a lit-
tle winded. I coughed and 
it affected my lungs. I had 
no underlying conditions 
and I still got it.”

Last year, she prepared 
more than 7,000 meals 
through dining at the Tree 
of Life Church, deliveries 
and take out. She had more 
than 300 volunteers.

The large dinner quali-
fies as a mass gathering so 
it was canceled due to CDC 
guidelines.

The dinner’s funding 

Nine patients in ICU and 7 on ventilators

MORE INSIDE
Millions stick to Thanksgiving 
travel plans despite COVID-19 
warnings, See page 2

See COVID, page 3

Organizer was hospitalized with virus in 
summer, is looking forward to next year

See MEAL, page 10

As he stands through the sun roof, Austin Griggs holds Willow King, 1, on the top of the car as they slowly drive through Santa’s 
Ranch on Friday, Nov. 20, 2020. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Hope for the holidays
Holiday staple seen in new light with pandemic
By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

Children poke their heads 
through the sunroof and gaze at 
sparkling lights and intricate dis-
plays at Santa’s Ranch.

It is a haven for holiday cheer and 
hot cocoa all while people stay in 
their cars and slowly tour. The car 
tours work especially for this year, 
when people must social distance 
to prevent COVID spreading. 

“It is a beautiful, almost perfect 
scenario during this pandemic,” 
Santa’s Ranch co-founder Melanie 
Bass said. “You do have to stay in 
your vehicle and you can’t get out. 
There are restrooms at exit that we 
maintain and we make sure there’s 
hand sanitizer and follow CDC 
guidelines.”

It also brings hope to those feel-
ing the weight of a global pandem-
ic, Bass said. 

“It’s been hard for us, it’s been 
hard for everybody,” Bass said. “It’s 
just about being together no matter 
what season it is and experiencing 
joy, which everybody needs right 
now.” 

Santa’s Ranch off North I-35 be-
tween New Braunfels and San Mar-
cos brings long but quickly moving 
lines. People must wear a mask and 
order tickets online ahead of time 
or at the gate to do contactless en-
try. It opened Nov. 6 and ends Jan. 
3 and runs 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday 
to Saturday and 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday to Thursday.

Tickets are $35 per vehicle and 
a season pass is $70. Bass said they 
open the ranch early so people can 

be together for the holidays. 
Past the gate, cars can go to the 

concession stand’s drive through 
before their tour. The small wood-
en white house with lights and a 
small window has Bass’ “elves,”  
her family and friends, serving hot 
cocoa, coffee, kettle corn and other 
goodies. 

They also sell merchandise such 
as light-up toys, dark green and red 

Emily Haddock hands a customer their hot chocolate at the concession stand at 
Santa’s Ranch on Friday, Nov. 20, 2020. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Comal ISD trustees discuss diversity, bond, possible TRE
By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

The Comal Independent 
School District trustees infor-
mally preferred to schedule the 
district’s next bond election for 
November 2021 and received an 
update on diversity efforts during 
a rare Thursday morning session 
last week.

Trustees met in executive ses-
sion before receiving reports that 
included the district’s Inclusion 
and Diversity Committee com-

prised of students, staffers and 
community citizens.

Mandy Epley, assistant super-
intendent for strategic initiatives 
and programs, Britney Cross, 
student leadership coordinator, 
Kelly Baker-Wiese, Davenport 
High School student support spe-
cialist, and Patty Nieto, secondary 
school social studies curriculum 
coordinator, presented a plan to 
introduce racially sensitive issues 
to classroom instruction.

“It would be an additional 

tool for teachers to use in TEKS 
(Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills) material to present (those) 
issues in the classroom,” Nieto 
said, adding that material would 
challenge students with probing 
questions conducted from multi-
ple viewpoints.

“Our goal is to build classroom 
environments and lessons that 
will validate and reflect the di-
versity and experiences of all stu-
dents, so that we can continually 
raise the level of academic rigor 

for all learners,” she said.
This fall, Comal ISD’s ethnic 

makeup is about 55% White, 41% 
Hispanic and 3% African-Ameri-
can, with nearly similar percent-
ages participating in extracurric-
ular activities. However, the first 
grading period indicated His-
panics and Blacks trailed Whites 
and district averages in mastery 
of core content — English Lan-
guage Arts, mathematics, science 
and social studies.

“Our goal is to build 
classroom environments 
and lessons that will 
validate and refl ect 
the diversity and 
experiences of all 
students, so that we 
can continually raise 
the level of academic 
rigor for all learners.”

Patty Nieto, secondary school social 
studies curriculum coordinator
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