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Smithson Valley’s 2021 season ends 
following loss to Bowie in area round
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Pandemic, lack of funds, volunteers cancels the
Community  Thanksgiving Dinner once again
By Lisa Dreher

The Herald-Zeitung

The New Braunfels 

Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner is canceled again 

this year because of lack of 

funding, volunteers and the 

continued pandemic — the 

same things that forced its 

cancellation last year.
Cheryl Craft, who orga-

nizes the dinner, is also feel-
ing the effects of COVID 
after she caught it last sum-
mer. 

“I’ve still got post-COVID 
from last year,” Craft said. “I 
know it’s been almost a year 
and a half since I had it and 

I’m still having problems.”
The community dinner 

in 2019 served about 7,000 
people at the Tree of Life 
Church, and marked the 
first time she ran out of 
food. 

She also had more than 
300 volunteers, whether in 
the kitchen, serving food or 

running deliveries.

Craft said she is hoping to 

secure a corporate sponsor 

such as H-E-B to help every 

year.

Many of the nonprofits 

who have helped previously 

found their own difficulties 
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See DINNER, page 10

Brenda Robinson, left, and her family member Hailey Pearson place 
rolls into carryout containers for take-out meals provided at the New 
Braunfels Community Thanksgiving Dinner in 2018. For the second 
year in a row, the dinner was canceled. File photo

Mental and public
health, emergency
ops set for boost 

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Last week, Comal Coun-
ty commissioners approved 
asking firms for design 
plans that would expand 
emergency operations and 
public health offices and 
create a mental health fa-
cility. On 
T u e s d a y , 
they will 
vote to cre-
ate an agen-
cy that will 
have future 
roles in all 
three.

The Comal County 
Healthcare Coalition Char-
ter will bring together sev-
eral entities and individuals 
under the same umbrella to 
“promote, consolidate and 
collaborate in a unified 
response to emergencies 
affecting the county,” the 
county said. 

“The CCHCC will en-
hance the county’s abili-
ty to achieve emergency 
preparedness capabilities, 
and provide Public Health 
“with the opportunity to 
continue developing and 
implementing a county-
wide strategic vision for 
health sector prepared-
ness.”

The county said the co-
alition will become official 
after charter ratification by 
all county hospitals, and at 
least one of the following: a 
long-term health care facil-
ity, emergency medical ser-
vices agency, a community 
or health center, and one 
representative each from 
the local public health, 

emergency management 
and mental health commu-
nities. 

Public Health Director 
Cheryl Fraser will chair 
the group, with Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator 
Jeff Kelley as vice chair. It 
will also hire a coordinator 
to provide general over-
sight, technical assistance, 
extend meeting invitations 
to community partners, 
and other administrative 
duties.

Last week commission-
ers authorized Purchasing 
Director Ramona Womack 
to issue requests for qual-
ifications from firms that 
will design the Goodwin 
Annex as a central loca-
tion for public health and 
emergency response, and a 
mental health treatment fa-
cility near the new jail and 
sheriff ’s office on Loop 337 
between Interstate 35 and 
San Antonio Street. 

Womack said the designs 
for the mental health fa-
cility would feature rooms 
for observation and cri-
sis management within a 
15,000-square foot facility. 
It features 16 beds, six for 
extended observation for 
involuntary commitments 
and 10 for voluntary cri-
sis residential treatments. 
It will include examina-
tion and interview rooms, 

COMAL COUNTY

Coalition will enlist various agencies to help 

enhance capabilities to pair with new facilities

See COUNTY, page 5

PUBLIC MEETING
Commissioners will meet 
at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday in 
Commissioners Courtroom, 
100 Main Plaza in New 
Braunfels.

Cheryl Fraser
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Mobile home slip snarls traffic

By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels police and fire re-
sponders worked a pair of accidents 
over the weekend, the first causing 
a major tie-up on State Highway 
46, and another that sent a motor-

cyclist to an area hospital.

David Ferguson, city communi-

cations coordinator, said a mobile 

home slipped off of a tractor-trailer 

Saturday afternoon at arguably the 

city’s worst traffic intersection — 

SH 46 and the Interstate 35 north-

bound access road. 
“We were called there around 

1:24 p.m. for half of a mobile home 
that had come off of the trailer,” 
Ferguson said. 

The mishap tied up all  

See WRECKS, page 5

Criminal District Attorney Jennifer Tharp readies to toss the ceremonial first pitch before the first game of Saturday’s Blue Santa-
Green Santa Softball benefit at New Braunfels Little League fields. The Comal County Sheriff’s Office won its eighth title (trophy 
photo below) at the 10th annual event. Photos courtesy Comal County and Kiwanis Club of New Braunfels

Diamond dreams go green
Sheriff ’s office wins softball trophy,
but local kids are the big winners

By Will Wright

The Herald-Zeitung

The Kiwanis Club of New 
Braunfels’ 10th annual Blue 
Santa/Green Santa Softball 
Benefit on Saturday proved 
another rousing success for 
the four competing teams and 
fans, which helped raise hun-
dreds of dollars benefiting 
both Christmas programs.

Players from the New 
Braunfels police and fire de-
partments, Comal County 

Sheriff ’s Office and the Quit 
Your Pitching community 
team competed at the New 
Braunfels Little League Com-
plex, which ended in CCSO’s 
eighth title in the series.

“We are still waiting to hear 
from a few people on the 
ticket sales so our total dona-
tions for now are $1,650,” said 
Thomas Greenstein, event or-
ganizer. “The Kiwanis Club of 
New Braunfels is grateful for 

One of city’s busiest intersections made worse after home falls from trailer

See GAME, page 3


