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Second-half spark carries Canyon past 
Clark for 41-31 victory at home
PAGE 8

Take a look at recent 
local ribbon cuttings
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By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

The Humane Society of the 
New Braunfels Area has had 
more adoptions over the  last 
month but remains over its 
capacity. 

Cages are full and food and 
supplies are stacked on top of 
each other as volunteers and 
staff squeeze past narrow hall-
ways filled with animal crates. 

It recently had a “Back to 
School” special with $10 adop-
tions and got to send animals 
to a home, but lost money on 
food and care expenses while 
the animals were in the shelter, 
executive director Sarah Ham-
mond said. 

The animal shelter has about 
100 less animals up for adop-
tion this month when com-
pared to July. 

Yet their intake capacity, 
both in the shelter and in foster 
homes, is about 300 animals, 
Hammond said. 

The shelter has 433 dogs 
and cats, both in the shelter 
and in foster care, up for adop-
tion. This time last year, there 
were 330 total animals up for 
adoption.

“Hopefully this is a fluke, not 
a trend,” Hammond said. 

In August of 2019, they had 
361 total animals. 

The amount of cats in foster 
homes has steadily increased 
compared to this time of year 
in 2020 and 2019, which means 
more people are fostering cats.

Hammond said there’s a 

kitten problem. She said she 
believes during the pandemic 
a lot of people who stayed in-
doors found stray cats and took 
them in without going through 
an animal shelter to spay and 
neuter them.

She said this resulted in a 
boom in homeless cats, namely 
kittens born around that time. 

There are also more dogs in 
the shelter, with 63 in the shel-
ter now compared to only 34 
this time last year. 

Hammond said the shelter 
is eyeing a new adoption cen-
ter — to help people with the 
adoption process, not to house 
more animals.

“When your knee-jerk re-

action is how much we are 
growing, we’re the fifth largest 
[growing] county in the coun-
try and you see our pleas for 
help, people say ‘Well you need 
a bigger shelter,” Hammond 
said. “We would have to hold 
more animals for a longer pe-
riod of time. That’s not a solu-
tion, that’s a band aid.”

Hammond said there are 
three solutions. 

These are to spay and neuter 
as many animals as possible, 
encourage responsible own-
ership to ensure people can 
provide  forever homes to the 
animals and to ensure the an-
imals are safely and humanely 
contained at all times so they 

do not escape. 
“I think that trifecta is what’s 

going to help us keep up with 
intake even despite the growth 
of the community,” Hammond 
said.

To ease capacity issues, the 
shelter needs more volunteers, 
staff and donations. 

The group plans on rolling 
out a campaign, called “Crea-
ture Comfort,” soon to raise 
money to replace its outdated 
air conditioning and heater 
units, Hammond said..

There are seven units about 
$10,000 each, Hammond said.

“The quicker we can raise 

Kittens sit in a kennel in the stray cat room at the New Braunfels Humane Society on Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021. An explosion of kittens has continued 
to stress the shelter and its foster system. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

Looking for solutions
Shelter continues to deal with strain of kittens 

and other animals in search of forever homes

Ginger Perry visits the cat condos to socialize the cats ready for adoption, Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021 at the New 
Braunfels Humane Society. The shelter continues to run short on space and is seeking adopters and those 
willing to foster kittens. ALMA E. HERNANDEZ | Herald-Zeitung

See HUMANE, page 5

New Braunfels
will mark 9/11
anniversary at
downtown plaza

By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

The city of New Braunfels will join cit-
ies across the nation holding ceremonies 
marking the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks on New York City, 
Washington D.C., and Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, that killed 2,977 people, includ-
ing 343 firefighters and 60 police officers.

The local event will begin at 7:35 a.m. 
on Saturday, Sept. 11 and will feature 
members of the New Braunfels Fire De-
partment and New Braunfels Police De-
partment Honor Guard. 

The honor guard will march from the 
downtown Central Fire Station on Hill 
Avenue to the Main Plaza for a ceremony 
that will begin at about 7:46 a.m., com-
memorating when American Airlines 
Flight 11 crashed into the north tower of 
the World Trade Center in New York. 

“That ceremony will include the rais-
ing and lowering of the American flag 

Events remembering the terrorist 

attacks scheduled around county

See 9/11, page 2

Former councilman 
announces run for 
Texas House seat

By Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Former New Braunfels City Council 
member George Green is taking another 
stab at elective office, this time as challeng-
er to three-term incumbent Kyle Bieder-
mann for the Republican nomination in 
Texas House District 73.

Green, who served as 
District 1 city council 
member from 2013-17, an-
nounced his candidacy on 
Friday. 

“The people of House 
District 73 deserve to have 
confidence in a Represen-
tative who advocates for 
their values and can get the 
job done,” he said in a statement. “The call 
for a leader who can effectively pass pol-
icies based on principled family values, 
fiscal responsibility, and common sense 
cannot be ignored any longer.”

“House District 73 deserves an effective 
representative that can pass legislation in 
the state House.”

Green was first elected to represent Dis-
trict 1, which covers southwestern New 
Braunfels on both sides of Interstate 35, 

George Green looking to take 

spot held by Kyle Biedermann

See GREEN, page 5
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