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All-district honors pour in for Smithson 
Valley, New Braunfels football teams
PAGE 10A

County commissioners 
honor late employee
PAGE 11A

Get a Little Help  

from the Sun

Seal Up Your  

Windows

Adjust the  

Thermostat

Locate and  

Eliminate Leaks

Adjust Your  

Water Heater

Keep Your HVAC System 

Running Efficiently

Make the Most of 

Your Fireplace

Save energy  
and money. 
There are simple steps you can take  

to help save energy – and money – 

during the winter months. 

Visit nbutexas.com/conservation to view tips, use our online  

assessment tool, or to schedule a FREE energy assessment.  

Or contact the Environmental Affairs staff at 830.608.8925.

Registered Nurse Jose Leija puts on personal protective equip-
ment before entering a patient’s room in the coronavirus unit at 
CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Hospital on Friday, Jan. 22, 2021. 
MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

By Chris Lykins 
The Herald-Zeitung

COVID-19 patients 
continued to flow into 
hospitals across the region 
on Friday, with Comal 
County officials saying 
80 of its virus patients are 
now hospitalized.

That’s up 10 patients 
from the Thursday report.

The county also added 
85 new cases of the disease, 
with 18 of those confirmed 
and 67 probable. With 82 
COVID-19 recoveries add-
ed on Friday, the county 
now has 725 active cases of 
the virus.

It marked the first re-
porting day this week that 
the county didn’t report a 
new fatality being added 
to the data. The county’s 
death toll still stands at 228 
since the pandemic arrived 
in March of 2020.

On Friday the county’s 
hospitals reported caring 
for 76 COVID-19 patients 

with 22 of those in inten-
sive care and 17 on venti-
lators. That’s down from 
the 84 patients reported on 
Thursday when 25 were in 
ICU and 15 on ventilators. 
Area hospitals are caring 
for local patients as well as 
others, and health officials 
say some local patients 
may be hospitalized out-
side the area.

The hospitalization rate 
for the 22-county region 
that includes Comal and 
Guadalupe counties stood 
at 24.03% on Friday — 
down slightly from the 
24.12% reported Thursday.

Stricter state restric-
tions that closed bars and 
reduced capacity at local 
businesses from 75% to 

Hospital use still 
running high for 
COVID patients

Expression through art

Artist of the Year, Gregory Lambert, at Flying Armadillo Disc Golf Club on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021. Lambert and his son, Michael, 
who owns the club, created the mosaic flooring in the club’s shop. MIKALA COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels Art 
League awards its
“Artist of the Year”
By Lisa Dreher
The Herald-Zeitung

Gregory Lambert, 65, loves to create whimsical 
wood carvings, mosaics, clay and other sculptures 
out of his home.

The New Braunfels Art League named Lambert 
the “Artist of the Year” reward after viewing his 
three submissions, an intricately carved wooden 
“safety man,” an elephant covered in beads and mo-
saic mirror pieces and a “food chain” of wooden fish 
biting each other and a fisherman.

Lambert, who lives in San Marcos, also writes his 
own poems and long stories like something out of 
a strange and fantastical storybook. He has been in 
the New Braunfels Art League for a couple of years, 
he said.

“I’ve been making art most of all my life — al-
though I never thought of it as art, I just always liked 
to make stuff,” Lambert said. “Even as a kid my mom 
had a book, a craft book, and I would make stuff out 

Taco, the dog, walks past a permanent trophy stand created by 
artist of the year Gregory Lambert and his son at Flying Armadillo 
Disc Golf Club on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021.  MIKALA 
COMPTON | Herald-Zeitung

Comal reports 80 residents hospitalized, while 

local hospitals care for 76; 22 in intensive care

MORE INSIDE
Lucky few hit COVID-19 
vaccine jackpot for rare extra 
doses, see page 3A

See COVID, page 7A

Alligator Creek Trail grant application on Monday’s city council agenda
By Steve Knight
The Herald-Zeitung

New Braunfels City Council 
members on Monday are expect-
ed to take up consideration of 
submitting an application to the 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Recreational Trail Grant 
Program to help fund the devel-
opment of the Alligator Creek 
Trail.

Approval would allow staff 
to submit a grant application 

on behalf of the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department to state 
officials for funding of up to 
$250,000 for proposed hike and 
bike trail extensions within the 
Alligator Creek watershed, a ma-
jor creek corridor in the northern 
and eastern portions of the city. 

Alligator Creek Trail is iden-
tified as an opportunity area in 
the recently adopted and updated 
hike and bike trail plan. 

The plan proposes 10-foot con-

crete multi-use trails that would 
connect to existing developer 
installed hike and bike trails, 
Goodwin Lane multi-use paths, 
through 46-acres of natural area, 
and connect to Farm-to-Market 
306 and eventually toward cen-
tral New Braunfels. 

Other items
The meeting will also include a 

presentation from Sonja Mlenar, 
Nature Center supervisor, on the 

mayor’s monarch pledge, includ-

ing a review of 2019-20 activities 

and a preview of 2021 activities.

Council members will also is-

sue proclamations recognizing 

Mentoring Month and Stalking 

Awareness Month.

In other action during Mon-

day’s meeting, council members 

are expected to: 

• Consider approval of the 

PUBLIC MEETING
Monday’s meeting begins at 6 p.m. 

in the council chambers at New 

Braunfels City Hall, 550 Landa St., 

and via Zoom at https://us02web.

zoom.us/j/89332004990.

Those without video can call (833) 

926-2300 and enter the webinar 

ID number, 89332004990.

It will be televised live on Spectrum 

government access channel 21, 

AT&T access channel 99, and 

live-streamed at www.nbtexas.org. See COUNCIL, page 8A

See ART, page 11A
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